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TO 
The Right Worſhipfull 


and truly Religious 
Eſquire, 


Mc. E:, BENLOWES 
of Brent-Hall in Eſſex, 


Ra W. 


Witheth Internal, External, and 
Eternal happineſs. 


T was well anſwered by bim, 
who being ashed, What this 

life was, ſaid thus, It is nos 
thing elſe but the Meditation 

of Death. If a man ſhould ak 

m!, What time is, I think I might 
fitly anſwer th 5, It is nothing elſe 
but the Meditation of Eternitv, 
Our. Life © but a Poſting unto 
death; and our Time a ſhort days 
ſil unto Eternity. In thy Time of 
life we are as Pilgrims aud Strans 
gers, travelling towards our caleſtis 
al Countrey, We are as Sailers, 
A 3 bound 
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The Epiſtle 
bound for the Haven of Eternity, 
But we mu#t run throngh many trou- 
bles before we can come to our Jour- 
neys end : We mu#t (ail through (alt 
and bitter waters, and paſs through 
the Gulf of Death, before we can 
come to Land, There ts a Land which 
# called, The Land of the Living z 
and th:ye ts a Land which t called, 
The Land of Horror and Deſpair : 
There s atwofold Eternity 3 either 
of the Bleſſed, or of the Curled: There 
v atwofold Life after Death ; either 
in Eternal joys, or Eternal puniſh- 
ments. ts good therefore in this ſhort 
life, to think upon that Life which 
never ſhall have end: It #« good 
while we are on the way to think 
pon our Journeys end 2: It #s good 
in Time, whilef we are ſailing, to 
bava an eye flill upon our Com- 

paſs, and think upon Eternity. To 
tbink upon Eternity, # # Soveraign 
P refervative to keep ws from falling 
into Sin: To think upon Eternal 
Joys, ſwretens the (alt and bitter was» 
ters of Sorrows and Afﬀiictions : 

To think upon Eternal Paniſhments, 
makes us not to ſet our hearts upon 

Temporal Delights and Pleaſures, 

| Heaven 
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Dedicatory, 


Heaven #* even here ou Earth 1» part 
enjoyed , whilf we raiſe up or 
thoughts to meditate upon it ; And 
Hell may 7 ir ever be eſcaped, if by 
ſerious and frequent thoughts there- 
of , here in this ſs we deſcend it» 
it. Such thoughts ave theſe moved 
Drexelius to write theſe CONST 
DERATIONS, ani me: alſo 19 
tranſlate them, He wrote upon 4 
General ſubje& z and every mas 
may challenge a part in it. What he 
wrote, be inteaded for a publick bene- 
fit; and ſo did Tin the Tranſlation of 
it. I hope He aud His ſhall find ne- 
ver the wor ſe entertainment, becauſe 
He is aStranger, and come from be- 
yond Seas, It ts the honour of onur 
' Nation to be kind and courtreus unto 
Strangers. He was commended unto 
me by a Traveller , a mo#t r«ligious 
and learned Gentleman, (Be not an- 
gry with mz, Mr.Benlowes, if I ſay, 
He Was as like you as can be in eviry 
reſpe ; for indeed be was) bred ani 
brought up in the Romiſh Religion, 
and ſent beyond Seas to be confirmed 
init, but yet brought home again by 
divine providence and 'eflored to his 
Mother the Church of England, 
A 4 for 
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The Epi le 
f«r ihe Converſion, 1hope, of many, 
{inole1 ont »f all his hindred to be a 
mol rcalvis Proteſtants born to 
z5o041 Fortunes, and yet not given t0 
Plerurcs, wedded ts his Fooks and 
Devotio:'s, fpending what ſome call 
rife tinzein the bet company for the 
ei/ying hin foif or arhers 3 connting 
tothing peot which be poſſeſſerh, but 
only that which be dethgood withall ; 
takiug more care 18 lay out bis money 
fx the 900d of others, than others in 
laving *7 myney for themſelves To 
cone.ule, , 4 Gentleman of whom I 
mo” 14St rely ſay, That his Con ver» 
ſat:on is in heaven, hrs Diſcourſe on 
things 2hove, and hi; thoughts up» 
ox Fternity. Upon ſuch 8 mans com- 
mentation as this, I could not but take 
a liking to the party commended, and 
the more I grew acquainted with bim, 
I lited him, it is the counſel of Hos 


race, 


Tu quem commendes etiam atque 
etiam aſpice : ne moXx 


Incutiant aliena tibi commilTa py- 
dorem, 
Behievs 
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Believe Me, Mr, Benlowes, Ihr 
had ſuch experience of this party, whom 
here I commend unto you, that I dare 
confidently ſay, If you entertain him 
into your ſervice, you ſhall nev:y re+ 
pent you of it, Philip of Macedon 
appointed ons ev:ry morning to ſalute 
bm with a Memento of Mortali'y : 
Drexelius his office ſhall be, if yous 
pleaſe, To be your Remembvrancer, 
and every Morning, Noon, and Evens 
ing, to round you in the ear with a 
Memento of Frternity But I know, 
that is ſo often in your thoughts, that 
you need not any to put you in Re- 
membrance of it. Nuither vet do I 68- 
tend here,thoagh I have a fatr occaſion, 
to run over the Catalogue of your 
Chriſtian Virtues, ſpec tally that part 
of Chriftian twins, your Viety aun 
Temoerarce with yore Charity and 
Bounty, For the fir#t, they that dat- 
ly converſe with you, cannot bu ſes 
how you converſe with them. The other 
pair go along with you whereſsever you 
99, and though you defive 80 hide them, 
c1nnot be concealed » in ſpecial, ma« 
#y poor Scholars, godly aud d2vout 
Miniſters in the Univerſity aud a» 
broad, of f: veral Colledges, hive 
A 5 bad : 


The Epiſile 


had a feeling themſelves of them, and 
cannot but make them conſpicuons, 
ay palpable to others, Theſe ſhall praiſe 
you In your abſence : for my part, Ido 
not love to praiſe a man 10 his face. But 
if the living hold their peace,the dead 
hall riſe up and praiſe you. I mean 
thoſe many and excellent books, to- 
gether with other rare monuments 
purchaſed at agreat price, which with- 
0:41 any ſolicitation at al out of meer 
affetion you bore to Saint Johns Col 
ledge:u Cambridge, where you were 
ſometimes a Student,you have beitow- 
ed on their Library : Their Library, 
cut the mot magnificent work , and 
Eternal Monument of the Meccenas 
of our age, John Lord Biſhop of 
Lincoln, and true lover of Learning, 
and Patron of Scholars. And now 
it appears, Ar. Benlowes, that you 
have leſs need of. Drexelius bis ſer- 
vice than before. But howſoever, 1 
pray you, entertain him ; Let bim have 
but the honour to wear your Cogni- 
ſance. And beth He and I will put 
it repons the file of Thankful Remem- 
brance, and regifter it for a ſin» 
gular at of your Beneficence, 
Pardous 
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Dedicatory. 


Pardon my botdneſs in this ; and 
command me in-what liberal ſervice 


you pleaſe, 
Ralph Winterton, 


From Kings Coll, 
June I. 1632, 


The Epiſtle to the 


READER. 


Fany man,more curious in cen- 
ſrring whatis done for a com- 
mon good rather than ſtudious 

him'eli to promote it, {hould que- 
ſtion me for medlins im another 
mans profeſſion, 1 might anſwer 
him in his own kind by way of 
queſtion, as Men:demus in Terence 
anſxeredChremes find:ng fault with 
him, Tantumne abs te tua eft otit 
tibi, Aliena ut cures, eaque nihil que 
ad te attivent ? Haſt thou {0 much 
leiſure as to meddle with that 
which nothing concerns thee ? 

But to fatisfie thee (Courteous 

Reader) whointeudeſt, I know, 


wit!; the P?e to gather Honey out | 
cf this garden of Eternity, and * 


not Poyſon with the Spider ; I ho!d 
it fit toacquaint thee with the true 
occaton 
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To the Reader. 


occaſion- that moved me to tran 
flare this book: No Divine I am 
indeed, neither yet can I be if 1 
would never. (ſo fain: 1 would I 
were but worthy the name - of -a 
Phyfician ! But howſoever being 
deſtinated by the ſtatutes of my 
private Co/ledge to the ſtudy of Phy- 
ſick, in the firſt place I thought 
good to ſpend ſome time in Arith, 
metick, as being a neceſlary inſtru. 
ment and help in my Profe/ſiow : 
In which 1 made ſome progreſs, 
paſſing from Numeraiion, Addition, 
Subflrattion, Multiplication, Diviſs- 
ou, Redultion, to the Golden Rule,or 
the Rule of Three, The Rule of Ful- 
ſhood, The Rules of Proportion. and 
the Rules of Society, and the reſt, 
But the knowledg of this coſt me 
fo dear, that I was forced to leave 
the ſtudy of it: For many nights 
together I was conſtrained againſt 
my will to praiſe Numeration oft- 
ner than I would, telling the 
clock, and could take but little 
reſt, Whereupon I reſolved with 
my felf to leave the Arithmetich- 
Schoot, and fo I went unto the 
Phyſickand Muſick Schools, implo- 

ring 
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To the Reader. 


ring at one and the ſame time Hip- 
pecrates and the Muſes, For at that 
timeI turned the firſt book of Hip- 
pocrates- his Aphoriſms into Greek 
verſes hoping to procure reſt by 
Phyfick and the Muſick, of Poetical 
Numbers; by which I found ſome 
reſt indeed; (And therefore ſince, 
I have well nigh- finiſhed at ſpare 
hours the other ſix books 5 which, 
if God permit, may ere long ſee 
light,) But though I found ſome 
reſt, yet I did not ſleep fo ſoundly 
avat other times, So I left the Tem- 
ple of Hippocrates and the Muſes, 
and betook my ſelf unto the San- 
iaary, to learn of David divine 
Arithmetick ,which conſiſteth in the 
due numbring of the dayes of this 
ſhort life, by comparing them with 
the years of Eternity: And fo Ifell 
upon tranſliting this book of Eter- 
"ity. 3nd thisI found by daily ex- 


perience to be the beſt Hypnoticon Þ 


that ever I uſed ; for it brought me 
to my reſt better than if I had ta- 
ken Diacodion, Thus I found the 
old ſaying true, Where Philoſophy 


-exds, there Phyſich begins ; and where 


Phyſrek ends, there Divinity begins ; 
"SS, which 
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To the Reader. 
which I interpret thus (as I found 


| it true by experience : ) When Phj- 
| loſophy by accident had done me harme, 


and Phyſick could do me little good, I 


| found perfett help in Divinity. And 


having found ſo much good by this 


; book my ſelf, I could not be fo en- 


» 2m 


vious as not impart it unto others 
for a Sovereign Medicine, to procure 
quiet ſleep. Neither is it good for 
that only (but far unlike to other 
medicines,which are only good for 
ſome one diſeaſe, and falling into 
unskilful hands oftentimes do more 
harmthan good) it is a Medicine fit- 


: ting all Ages,Complexions,Conditions, 
4 Places, Parts, Diſeaſes Spiritual, and 


Corporal whatſoever: It is a Medi- 
cine Preſervative, Curative, Reftora- 
tive: It is an Antidote againſt the 
poyſon of ſins It is Ditamnum to 
drive out the fiery darts of Satan: 
It is Catholicon to purge out all ll 
humours. It is better then Exhila- 
rans Galeni, to chear the Heart op- 
preſſed with Melancholy: It is an 
A copon for all wearineſs, an .4nu09- 
dynin for all pains, a Panchreitoy 
profitable for all things, or Al good. 
It is Panaceg , Hearts eaſe, All-heal. 
It 


To the Reader. 


It is a rich Treaſury for Engliſhmen. | 


A fore houſe for the diſeaſed, and, The 
ready 24y to long life,even to bleſſed 
Eternity, Let no man now chal- 
lenge me for uſfurping another 
mans office, or treſpaſſing upon Di- 
vines. I cannot (ee but Divines and 
Phyſicians. may well agree together : 
Both are buſied about curing of Di- 
ſeaſes either Spiritual or Corporal : 
And here is a Medicine for both, 
Take it and uſe it, Chriſtian Rea- 
der; And thou thalt find by thine 
own experience that it hath all the 
virtues above mentioned, 

So Icommend thee to the Phy/- 
cian both of Body and Soul, and 
heartily deſire thy Temporal and 
Eternal Health and Welfare. 


Ra!ph IVinterton, 


From Kings Coll, 
June 1, 1632» 
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Upon this Book of Eternity. 


O reach Eternityour thoughts 
firſt climbe 


On the ſucceſſive ſteps and ſtairs of 
Tame, 

And, what is Time ? It is by Poets 
call'd, 

ay by moſt Painters repreſented 

ald : 

But Peers and the Painters are too 
bold. 

For 'ime was never yet a Minute 
old ; 

Nor yet, god Satwrn-like, doth it 
devour 

The iſſue which it breeds: For eve- 
ry hour . 

Were then a Murderer, But while 
we ſtrain, 

And all created. Natures for to gain 

Tizme to their inch of Beino ; in the 
ſtrike | 

They quite burn out the Taper-of 
their life. 

But what's Ezernity ? Good Reader 
look, 

Not on my Verſes, but upon this 


Book : ; 
Which 


Which Ido wiſh(and yet no harm) 
may be 

To all e'relating, Stationer, but to 
thee. 


Richard Williams, 


_= 


Upon this Book of Eternity, 
| on the Glaſs of Mans More 


tality ; 

Behold the Airrowr of Eternity. 

This Book is both 3 Herein behold 
thy face : } pe, 

It waxeth old z thy Gla/+&6th tun 
apace, 

It is appointed all men once to diez 

And after death ſucceeds Eternity. 

This Life's no Life,which Timedoth 
comprehend. 

But that's true Life indeed, which 
knows noend z 

This Book will teach thee fo to live 
and die, a 
That thou mayſt live unto Zter- 
uity. 


Thomas Gouge. 


Upon 


d 


Upon this Book of Eternity, 


His Book's a Nantick Chard ; 
which kept in £ye, 

Doth point at th' Haven of bleſt 
Eternity, 

[O bleſſed Heaven!) At which if 
thou wouldfſt land, 

Let not this Chard depirt out of 
thine hand. 8.1, 
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led a Manſion. 21 
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Conſiderations 
Upon 
ETERNITIE. 


THE FIRSE 
CONSIDERATION, 


— 


What Eternity is. 


Imonides being asked - by Cicers 

Hiero King of Sicily, What lib. r, 
God 24s, defired one day de Nat, 
to conſider upon it 3 and Deer, 
after one day paſt, having . _ 4 
not yet found it out, deſired yet b 
two days more to conſider further 
upon it z and after two days, he 
deſired three : and to conclude, at 
length he had no anſwer to return 
unto. the King but this, That the 
more he thought upon it, the more 
fill he mightzfor the further he bus 
fed hina{elf in the ſearch py = 
B tas 
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In Ti- 
m4o., 


Lib. 5. at it 
de Conſ, and at once, the intire and perfe& 


2 Thefir(t Confideration 


the. further he was from finding it, 
The thing that we are here now to 
conſider upon is Eternity: & the firſt 
queſtion that offers it ſelf unto our 
conſideration is, Phat Eternity s ? 
Boetics ſaith, that it is altogether 


oſſeion of a life that rever ſhall 

avean end. And let no man take 
itill, if we ſay that it cannot be 
known, & that the more we ſearch 
into it, the more we loſe our ſelves 
in the ſearch of it. For how can that 
be defined which hath no bounds 
or limits ? If any man urge us fur- 
ther and deſire us to ſhadow it out, 
at leaſtby ſome, though obſcure, 
deſcription : our anſwer is, That it 
may eaſier be done by declaring 
what it is not, rather t han what it 
is ; ſo doth Plato concerning God : 
What God ©,(aith he,that I know not: 
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What he ts not, that I know. $0 Au- ® 
guftine Fiſhop of Hipps, in his ſixty 5 


fourth ſermon vpon the words of F 
our Lord, defcribeth the true bea. 
titude wh:ch is in Heaven, by re- 


moving from it the very thought of 
all evil. We may more eaſily find, aith 


+ 


: 
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he, what is 0s there, than what #5, 


Is 


ou STIs 
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upon Eternity. 3 
In heav'n there is meither grief, nor 
ſorr cay,nor ptnury, nor 1f:8, nor di- 
ſeaſe, nor death,nor any evil, <o may 
we ſay concerning Eternity, For 
whatſoever in this liſe we either 
ſee with oureyes, or let in by our 
other outward ſenſes, that is not e- 


ternal, For the things that are ſeen, 2 Cor. 
ſaith S. Paul, are temporal, bat the 4, 18+ 


things which are not ſeen are Eternal, 

Hence every man may ſay, this my 

joy, theſe my pleaſures and de- 
lights, this treaſure, this honour, 
this ſtately building , this life of 
mine,all is Tranſitcry,nothing Eter- 
al. A man can point at nothing 
which ſhall not periſh and have an 
end. Indeed the ignorant multi- 
tude uſs to ſpeak aſter this manner, 
This ttruQure is for Eternity, this 
monument is everlaſting, And the 
impatient man is wont to complain 
that his pains are without end. But 
theſe Eternities are very ſhort, and 
a man may eafily in words compre- 
herd them : Say what thou canſt 
of the true Eternity, thou muſt 
needs come far ſhort of it. $o ſaith 


Auguftine ; Thou ſazeft of Eternity In Þ ſal, 
wh. rſoever thou wilt : But therefore 65; 


B 2 thou 
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thou ſayeFft tyhailocurr tho! 51, bes 
cauſe thou cant not (a+ ill, ſay what 
thou wilt: Put ihr:clnre thon mud 


needs ſay ſomrrh: y, t nt 5411 thow 
mayest k awe ſor ting vitnk which 
thou cant not |.y vi ts (aith, 


In Af- That the \ oul '> i'\«. £,712.98 of Tims 


clep, 


and Eternity: For (2 hatitis im- 
mortal, it is par' a of Eternity 3 
and in that it is infuled by God ins 
to the body, it is partaker of Time, 
But before we proceetl uny further, 
for erders ſake let us ſee what men 
of former times, Romnns, Gr ecians, 
Egyptians,and otheti» !tave thought 
of Eternity, for they :cknowledgs 
ed it for certain,and repreſented it 
divers ways. 


— 


CHAP. ls 


What menu of former times have 
thought of Eternity; and Low they 
have repreſented it. 


Icſt of all, they have repreſens 
ted Eternity by a Ring, or a Cir- 

cle, which Math neither beginning 
norending, which is proper only 
to Gods Eternity: ſeeing gg "> 
taat 


e 
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that God is Eterual, and his dura- 
tion is properly called Eternity,the 
Agyptians uſed to ſignifie God by a 
Circle. \nd the Verſtans thought 
they honoured God moſt, when 
g0ing up to the top ol the higheſt 
tower,they called him the Circle of 
heaven. And it was a cuſtome a- 
mong the Turks (as Pierius teacheth 
at large) to cry out every morning 
from an high tower, God always 
was, and always will be; ard then 
tofalute their Mahomet, The Sara- 
zexs alſo uſed to call God a Circle. 
Mercurius Triſmegiftus, whom I na- 
med before, the moſt memorable 
amongſt Philoſophers,/who wrote 
more books than any mortal man 
beſide, if we may believe Sel-ucus, 
and Menecers) (aid that God was 
an intelle&ual Sphere, whoſe Cextre 
15severy where , and Circumference 
no where : becauſe Gods Majeſty 
and immenſity are terminated nov 
where. For this cauſe the *.ntients 
built unto their goCs Temples for 
bgure round. So Numa Vompilins, 
isfaid to have conſecrated to //efta 
a round Table at Rome, $0 Auguitus 
Ceſar,in the name of Agrippa, Gedi- 

% B 3 cated 
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cated to all the gods a rownd Temple, 
and called it Pantheon, Hereupon 
I'1h;zyoras, to ſhew God. Eternity, 
taught his Scholars to worſhip 
him, turning their bodies round 
about. And there was a ſtatute 
made by Numa, (as Brifſonius wit- 
neſſeth) that they which were a- 
bout to worſhip God, ſhould turn 
themſclves round. Therefore God is 
accord:ng tothe Antients, a Circle, 
but a Circle without a Periphery or 
circumference, whoſe Centre 1s every 
where ; becauſe God is the begin- 
nin2 and end of all things, Where- 
vpon Fob moſt juſtly crys out, Be- 
hold, God ts great and we know him 
wot, neither can the nunber of bu 
gears he ſearched out, 

Again, they have repreſented 
Eternity by a Sphere and a Globe, 
There'ore Fauflina the Fmpreſs 
had money ſtampt a'iter this figure 
and ſupericriptwn 3 There was a 
Globe on which the Emprels ſite 
fr<tching forth one hand, and 
h»Iding in the other a Scepter with 
this in'cription, ETERNITY, 
Hence it was that many of the An- 
tients thought the World to be E= 
ternal, 


- 
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ternal, b2cauſe it was Kound:whom 
Saint Bafi! anſwers very fitly, Let 
the world be a Circle ; but the begin- 
ming of the Circle ts the Centre. 

In the third place they have re- 
preſented Eternity by a Seat: by 
which is ſignified Eternal yeft. The 
Naſamones,a certain people of 4fri- 
ca, for the moſt part did not only 
breath out their laſt ſitting upon a 
ſeat, but alſo deſired to be buried 
aſter that poſition, as having then 
attained to Eternity, and a long 
ceſſation from all their labours: As 
in many places at this day Kings 
and Emperors are found ſitting in 
Vaults under earth, in filence and 
movrnlul Mijeſty. And it was uſu- 
al with the Romansto ſupport with 
ſuch like themolten ſtatues of their 
deceaſed Emperors, as having then 
the fruition of Eternity. Some there 
are that thus reaſon with them- 
ſelves oftentimes. Behold, I have 
been a long time held and oppreſ- 
ſed with cares and labours : But 
now why dol not take ſome re- 
{pite? why dolnot make ſome 
pauſe? why do l not reſt from my 
libours ? 1 have laboured long 
B 4 enough. 
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enough: let others labour as mvch 
as I have done; for my part Ile reſt 
now, and take mine eaſe, So they 
ſet up their ſeats, and promiſe unto 
themſelves days of refl:but {alas !) 
they are of no long continuance, 
Theyſet up their ſeats,and embrace 
theireaſe ; but neither in due time 
noi place. Oh ! how truly and dee 
voutly doth that golden book, Of 
the Imitation of Chriſt, gives us a 
pull by the ear, in theſe words, 
Diſpoſe and order all things according 
10 thine on will, and the [uft of thine 
ewn ejes, and yet thou ſhalt never 
find, but thou fhalt always ſuffer one 
thing or other, either willingly or by 
conftraiut, and ſo thou ſhalt always 
find a Croſs, The whole life of 
Chriſt wasaCroG,and Martyrdom 
and doſt thou ſeek reſt and plea- 
ſure ? Therefore we muſt ſet up 
our (eat in heaven, and not here, 
for here amongſt ſo many troubles 
it can never ſtand q:aet 5s and 
though all other things ſhould 
ſpare, yet death at length will 
overturn. There isno true reſt to 
be hoped for, but that which is E- 
ternal, But if there be any _ 
tals 
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this life, this is it, For a man to 
commit himſelf, and all that is his 
to the will of God,to put his whole 
truſt and confidence in him, and 
to account all other things beſide, 
but vain, So are ws taught in 


Ecclefiafticws , Truft in God, aud a Ecclits 
bide in thyplace, Without this reſt 11.. 21, 


of theſoul all other things are meer 
troubles,a meer ſea of tempeſtugus 
waves, and the very preſence of 
hell. But Iretvrn to the Antients, 

In the fourth place they have 
repreſented Eternity by the San 
and the Moon, The fun reviveth 
every day ,although it (eems every 
day to die, and to be buried. It 
always rifeth again, although eve- 
ry night it ſetteth. The Moon allo 


hath her increaſe aſter every In Hen- 
wane. Catullus hath pretty verſes decaſy!. 


to this purpoſe : 


The Sun doth fet ; the Sun doth riſe 
agan, 

The day doth cloſe; the day doth break 
again. 

Once ſet our Sun,agats it riſeth never; 

Ance cloſe oar day of life, it's night 
for exer, 

B 5 Yn 
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In hell there is Eteryal night, but 
without ſleep. There they ſleep 
not, becauſe they ſlept here, where 
they ſhould have watched : there 
they watch, becauſe here they ſtept 
in their ſins; indeed not long, but 
longer they would if they could, 
yea Eternally. But it is far other- 
wile with thoſe that are in Heaven: 
For a perpetual ligh: ſhall ſhine 
ſorth to the Saints,and Eternity of 
time. there is reſt ; there is plea- 
ſure after long labours and watch- 
ings / 

In the fi'th place, they have re- 
preſented Eterxity by the Bafilisk. 
The Bafilish is the moſt venomous 
of all Creatures, and it alone of all 
others (as Horus Niliacus ſaith) cans 
not be killed by humane force; yea 
it 15 ſo virolent,that it killeth berbs 
with the very breath of it, that it 
puts to flight all other creatures 
with the hiſfing of it, and that it 
makes all birds ſuddenly filent up- 
on the firſt preſence of it. lian 


reports, that in the defart of Africa. 


a certain beaſt fell down being ti- 
red,and that the Serpents came to. 
gether asit were to a feaſt, to de- 
vour 
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vour the carcaſe, and that they 
preſently ran all m_ and hid 
themſelves in the ſand, upon the 
ſght of the Bafi/ish. Eternity, whe- 
ther of joy or of torment, cannot 
be ſhortned or diminiſhed, much 
tes taken away or avoided, Nei- 
ther is it ſtrange, if it affright all 
that ate in their right wits, with 
the very thought of it. Infinite are 
the windings of this Bafilish 3 un- 
meaſurable and untwinable are the 
Orbes and Circuits of it, Oh Dragon 
to be trembied at / Let us divert a 
little to our ſelves, It comes to paſs 
ſometimes when a man deſcends 
into himſelf, and rips up his con- 
ſcience by confeſſion, that he finds; 
many $erpents neſts, and. whole 
broods of vipers, and thereupon: 
much marvel:ethin himſelf,ſaying,. 
Whence is there ſo much venome 
in my breaſt? Whence are ſo many; 
fat Snakes, ſo many grievous and 
deadly fins? Whence is there ſo: 
great an hoſt of Lizards ? whence: 
{0 many filthy and luſtful cogitati- 
en3? Tam afraid my ſelf at ſuch a: 
numerous and peſtilent brood. But- 
warvel.not.; we ſhall caſily —_ 
LA&6: 
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thee the cauſe thereof. A moiſt 
and a rude place 1s very apt to 
breed Serpents. Lo then,there is a 
double cauſe 3 the moiſture of the 
place, and the negligence o: them 
that ſhould look toit. Soit is in 
the ſoul of man; if we ſpend all 
our care upon our body, handling 
it delicately, feeding it daintily, 
pampering it with fealls, and effe- 
minating it with pleatures; 1t muſt. 
needs be confeſſed that the ſoul, 
the inhabitant thereof, hath her 
dwelling in a moiſt place. Add hi- 
ther flothtulneſs,and neglect of di- 
vine duties. Let no care be had at 
all of ſalvation; ſo the body be 
ſound,and it goeth weil with it,let 
no regard be had what happens to 
the ſoul : let confeſſion of ſits be 
ſeldom made unto God, and when 
it is, butin a negligent manner e. 
what marvel then,ifa-multitude of 
Serpents and poyſonous vermine 
breed there? But (O good Chri- 
ſtian brother) let the Baſilisk enter 
into thy breaſt, thatis, the ccgts 
tation of Eternity, and thou ſhalt 
preſently perceive that theſe ve- 
ROmoOus. beaſts will ſoon vaniſh. 
away. 
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away. Thou confeſſeſt that thy 
heart doth abound with theſe 
ſnakes; It 15a ſign therefore thou 
ſeldom thinkeſt upon Eternity. 
' Amend therefore: and now at 
/ length begin to think upon this 
with thy ſelf, That which delighteth 
ts hut Momentany, but that which 
tormenteth is Eternal, 

In the (ſixth place, they have re- 
preſented Eternity after this man» 
ner, There is a va# dex,full of hor- 

* rors: round about which a Serpent 
winds it (elf, and in the winding 
bites it ſelf by the tail. At the right 
hand of the den ſtands a young wan 
3 ofa beautiful and pleaſant counte- 
& nance, holding in his right hand 
3 abowand two arrows, and in his 

} left hand an Harp. In the very en- 

| trance of the den fits an old max 

+ oppoſite, and having his eyes very 
; Intent upon his Ta#le-book; accord- 
ing as the Coleſtial Globe by its 
motion,or the young man ſtanding 
by, difates unto him, ſo he writes, 
At the left hand of the den fits a 
grave matron,gray- headed, and ha- 
ving her eyes always bufied. At the 


mouth of the den there are foxr 
#E airs 
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Aairs,each higher than other: The 
firſt is of Iron, the ſecond of Braſs, 
the third of Silver, and the fourth 


of Geld.On theſe are little children 


running up and down and playing, 
and never fear the danger of fall- 
ing This is the Pifure : The 
meaning is this, The Den ſignifies 
the incomprehenfibility of Ererni- 
ty: The Serpent that twines it ſelf 
about it, Time ; The Young man, 
God; in whoſe hand is Heaven, 
Earth, and Hell, On Earth andin 
Hell are the Arrows of the Lord 
faſtened;but in Heaves,there is no- 
thing but Foy and the ſound of the 
Harp. The Old mans is Fate, or ra- 
ther, that which God hath decreed 
from all Eternity, The Matron, 
Xature: The Stairs, diſtin& Times 
and Ages: The Children running 
up and down the Stairs, do figni- 
fie things created, eſpecially Man, 
who is fporting in matters of Sal- 
ration, and playing and jefting in 
the veryentrance of Eteruity.Alack 
alack * O. mortal men, we have 
played too long amidfi theſe dan» 
gers ; We are very near unto Etey - 


w/3y, even in the very entrance of |: 


i& 
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it, whileſt we live + Let but death 
lightly touch us, and we are pre- 
ſently ſwallowed up of Eternity. 
Death need not uſe any great po- 
wer,or fight long againſt ns: we are 
thrown down headlong in a mo- 
ment,and tumble down theſe ſtairs 
into the Ocean of Eternity, Bethink 
your ſelves well, you that play up- 
on theſe ſtairs, and think upon any 
thing rather than upon Ete #ity;It 
may be to day or to morrow you may 
be tranſlated from Time to Eterns- 


I. 


— 


CHAP. i fe 


The ſecret ſenſe and meaning of Scri> 
ptare # unfolded, 


A Fter the Chapter of the Thpo 
and Piture of Eternity, the 
holy Scripture of divine truth ſhall 
not unfitly follow. When Nebs- 
chaduex2ay, King of Babylon, hack 
caſt the three Hebrew children into 
the fiery furnace for refuſing to 
obey his impious command, the 
flame is ſaid to have aſcended nine 
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A ſtrange thing: But not without a 
Myſtery. What? Did any min accus 
rately meaſure the height thereot? 
Did-any man aſcend and apply un- 
toitarule, to take the juſt mea- 
ſure of it? was it Juſt nine and forty 
cubits, neither more nor leſs? Why 
not fifty > For we uſe to number 
thus : Twenty, thirty, forty, fitty, 
though the number be ſomewhat 
more or leſs, Here in this place 
there wants but one of fiity. Surely 
there is a Myſtery in it, and (ome 
ſecret meaning. The number of fif- 
ty was wont to ſignifie the year of 
Fubilee. But the flames in the fiery 
furnace of hell, although they rage 
both againſt body and ſoul, and 

infinitely. exceed all the torments 
of this life, yet they {hall never 

extend (o far as the year of grace 
and Fxbilee.In hell there isno year 
of Fubilee, no- pardon, no end of 
torments. Now,uow, is the time of 
Fubileez not every hundred or filty 
years, but every hour and every 
moment, Now one vart of an hour 
may obtain pardon here, which 
all Eternity cannot herealter. Now 
is the-time, that in one little and 
thort 
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ſhort day we may have more debts 
forgiven us, than in the fire of hell 
in all years and times to come 
hereafter, | 

Let us add hither another expli- 
cation oi divine Sceipture, When 
the people of God did paſs over 


Fordan, the waters which came Foſhua 
down toward the ſea of the plain 3. 16, 


(which is now called the dead ſea) 
failed, until there was none left. 


And in Ecclefrafticus it is ſaid, Ecclus 
There ts that buyeth much for a little, 20+ 12, 


Theſe two teſtimonies of -Scri- 
pture Galfrid joyneth together, 
and thereupon diſcourſeth thus. If 
Eternal bitterneſs be due unto thee, 
and thou maiſt eſcape ir by taſting 
of Temporal, certainly thou haſt 
redeemed much for a 'ittle. I con. 
fels. it is a Sea indeed in which 


1 thou ſaileſt,but yet a dead ſ-a : And 
3 how much art thou bound to give 
| thanks unto God, who, whereas 

I thou haſt deſerved to be over whel- 

I med in the (alt, roaring and unna- 


vigable ſea,hath of his great mercy 


toward thee, ſ:ffered thee rather 


+ 


to ſail in the dead ſea. (O bleſſed 


thou 


change ! ) that fo by the dead ſea 
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Corneli, fbal' ask a Divine of our times this | 
$54 La queſtion, What is Eternity ? His an- | 


pide, 
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thou mayeſt paſs into the laud of 


the irwing! This Writer compares 
all the adverſities of this /ife to the 
dead ſea, and Eternal puniſhment 
to the ſalt and awnavigable ſea, No 
man can eſcape both : He muſt 
needs fail in the one, or in the 0- 
ther. What doſt thou, O man ? 
(crys out Baint ChryſoFome,) Art 
thou about to aſcend up to heaven, 
and doeſt thou ask me whether 
there be any difficulties by the 
way ? Whatlvever we do, this dead 
ſea we muſt paſs over : we may, 
if we will, arrive at the haven of 
Tranquillity,-and Zternal Happi- 
neſs. The word of God mo#t high is the 
Fountain of wiſdom,and her ways are 
everlaſting commandments.Through 


this dead fea there is no other way |} 


into the region of the living, bat 


the way of Gods commandments. | 
We have a moſt clear place of Scri- | 
pture for it : If thou wilt enter into | 


life keey the commandments: This 1s 
the only way to Eternity. If a man 


{wer will be, It isa Circle running | 


back into it ſclf, whoſe Centre 1s 


Always | 
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> «Always, and Circumference No 
= where, that is. which never ſhall 
have end. What is Eternity ? It 1s 
an Orb every way round, and like 


# it ſelf,in which there is neither be- YVolvi- 
: ginning nor end. What is Eternity? tur, & 


| Itis a wheel, 


| A wheel that turgs,a wheel that turn- tur in 


eth ever 1 


A Wheel that turns, and will leave volubi- 


tnrning uever, 


What is Eterxity T It is a year COn- Unum- 


tinually wheeling about, which 
returns again to the ſame point 
ſrom whence it began, and Rtill 
wheels about again- hat is Eter- 
nity ? It is an ever-runniug foun- 
tain, whither the water after many 
turnings flow back again,that the 
4 may always flow. What 1s Eternity 
1 It is an ever living ſpring , from 


_ | whence waters continually flow, 


| either the moſt ſweet waters of By- 
4 nelidion and bleſſing, or the moſt 
bitter waters of Malediftion and 
curſing. VVhat is Eternity ? Itis a 
J Labyrinth which hath innumerable 


. & turnings and windings, which al- 


J ways lead them round thatenter 
in, carrying them from turning to 
turning, 
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turning, and fo loſing them. VVhat 
is Eternity ? It is a pit without bot- 
tom; whole turnings and revoluti- 
ons are endleſs. //hat is Eternity ? 

It is a Spiral Line, but without be- 

ginning 5 which hath Circles and 
windings one within another, but 
wittout ending. VVhat is Eternity? 

It is a Snake bowed back mnto it ſelf 
orbicularly,holding the tail in the 
mouth. which in its end doth a- 

gain begin, and never ceaſeth to 
begin. VVhat is Eternity? It is a du- 
ration alzays preſent, it is oue perpe« 
tzal day, which 15 not divided into 
that which is paſt, and that which 
is tocome., VVhat is Eternity ? It 
1s an age of 4ges, as Dionyſius ſaith, 
never expiring, but always like it 
ſelf, without changing. VVhat is 
Eternity ? Itisa beginning with- 
out beginning, riddle,or end, It 1s 
a beginning, continuing, never 
ending.alway beginning.In which 
the Bleſſed alway begin a bleſſed 
life, and always abound with new 
pleaſures: in which the damned al- 
ways die, and after all death and 
ſtruggling with death, always be- 
gin again to dic and ſtruggle with 
death, 
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death, As long as God ſhall be 
God, fo long ſhall tke bleſſed be 
bleſſed, fo long ſhall they reign 
and triumph: fo long ſhall the 
damned allo fty in hell,and yelling 
cry, /Ve are tormented in this flame, 
4 being ſtill to be tormented and 
tortured for ever. 


P"E_ 


CHAP. III, 
$ hy the place of Eternity is called 4 
Manſion. } 


OHN, Patriarch of Alexandria, 

a very devout and godly man, 
was often wont to £0 to viſit the 
fick, and took with him for his 
companion Trbilus a Biſhop, which 
5 bad more care of his money than 
Hof the lick. The Patriarch whiſper- 
: cd him in theear, and ſaid, I pray 
» thee , brother, let us help the 
hk Wriends of Chriſt, Whereupon 
4 Wroilus like a crafty companion 
a oncealing the diſeaſe of his mind, 
1. Wo wit, his covetouſneſs, bad his 
Servants give to the poor all the 
noney which at that time he had 
bout. him to buy other things 
withal. 
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withal. Not long after it happen- 
ed that he fell into a Fever which 
his covetouſneſs had cauſed : 
whereof the Patriarch of Alexandria 
hearing, and eaſily gueſſing at the 
cauſe of his diſeaſe, went to viſit 
him, and carried with him as much 
ſilver, as he had not long before 
given to the ſick : and after a little 
conference had with him, he ſaid 
thus, 1 did but jeſt with thee the 
other day, when wiſhed thee to 
beſtow ſomething to the relief of © 
the fick 3 and it was becauſe my 
ſervant had not money about him. 
But behold here, in good earneſt [ 
reſtore unto thee the money which 
thou laidſt out for my ſake, and 1 
thank thee for it. When Troilus ſaw 
the money told, his fever began to 
leave him, and his heat to abate, 
and in every part he found himſelf F 
much better z wherenpon finding 
himſelfgather ſtrength, he roſe up 
todinner, and fate down to Table, 
About noon-tide when dinner was 
ended, and the Table removed, he 
went to ſleep, and ſweetly took hi; 
caſe,and dreamed that he ſaw a ve- 
ry ſtately edifice, and in the fron- 
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5 In Engliſh 
Manſion and 


"10 prevail with 
lin, 


But oh ye rather bleſſed Man. 


NS, and therefore bleſſed, becauſe 
iernal 1 © 
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doth Chriſt deſire that we ſhould ' 


loath and forſake theſe our taber- 


nacles, and ruinous houſes, and : 


with earneſt defire make haſte un- 


to thoſe Eternal Manſions! In my | 
Fathers houſe,ſaith he,are many Man- | 
ſions, No man 1s kept back from * 


thence but by himſelf. The place 


excludes no man : ' for it 15 excee- ' 


ding large. Time ſhuts out no man: 


for there is a Manſion, and that 


Manſion 1s Eternal, 


A Prayer, 


Eternal and merciful God, O 


Fternal Truth, 0 tr#e Love, 0 
beloved Eternity ; So cure our blind- 


neſs,that by theſe preſent and ſhort ſor- | 


T0Wws wwe may be brought to know, and | 


ſo eſcape the future, horrible, and © 
Eternal puni/hments, Dire us and | 


reach us ſo to poſſeſs things periſhing | 


Ro _—_—— 


and Temporal, that finally we loſe 


not the things which are Eternal, 
Teach us IC to lament for our ſins 


committed, that we may eſcape Eter* | 


nal puniſhments, Teach ws ſo to be-| 


have 


t [2 


F 


have our ſelves in the howſe of our pil- 
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'3 grimage,that we be not ſhut out of the 
Eternal Manſions. Teach ws ſo to 
| make our progreſs 1# the 1vay, that at 

length we may be received into our 
3 Country. 


———_w—— .,. 
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THE SECOND 
CONSIDERATION 


upon 
BIB AMNIEER 


In what things Nature vepre- 
ſenteth Eternity. 


HE 1dolaters themſelves 

| theretore have acknow- 

. ledged an Eternity, ſuch 

as if was, and have deſcribed ir al- 


ſo by certain ſignes : For'God hath 


manifeſted it unto themyſo that they g gm.r, 


are without excuſe, How much dea- 
rer therefore, and in what great 
clteem ought the conſideration 
thereof to be amongſt all Chri- 
ſtians, to whom Eternity is better 
repreſented, and ina more lively 


20. 


manner! herefore thou art inexeuſa- R oy ». 


ble, O man, whoſoever thow art, 
that being often put in mind cf 
Eternity, coſt as often let it lip out 
of thy memory. Thou haſt often 
in thy fight and before thine eyes, 
Rings and Circles, Spheres and 
Globes, Sun and Aſoou : If thou 

75; » pM lookeſt 
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THE SECOND 
CONSIDERATION 
upon 
ETERMNMIITIIS, 


In what things Nature repre- 
ſemteth Eternity. 


HE 1dolaters themſelves 

| theretore have acknow- 

. ledged an Eternity, ſuch 

as if was, and have deſcribed it al- 


ſo by certain ſignes : For'God hath 


manifeſted it unto them,ſo that they g g.r, 


are without excuſe, How much dea- 
rer therefore, and in what great 
eſteem ought the conſideration 
thereof to be amongſt all Chri- 
ſtians, to whom Eternity is better 
repreſented, and ina more lively 


20s 


manner!  herefore thou art inexeuſa- g oy ». 


ble, O man, whoſoever thow art, 
that — often put in mind of 
Eternity, coſt as often let it lip out 
of thy memory. Thou haſt often 
in thy fight and before thine eyes, 
Rings and Circles, Spheres and 
Globes, Sun and Aſoou : If thou 

"GM lookeſt 


Lib. 21. 
de Civit, 
cap. 5. 
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lookeſt upon any of theſe,they will 
put thee in mind of Eternity, Na- 
ture her ſelf like a good mother 
hath expoſed them to publick 
view, that, when we ſee them, or 
hear of them, we might be invited 
to.meditate upon Eternity, 

Solinus reports that there is a 
ſtone in Arcadia called A sbeftos, 
which being once (ſet on fire doth 
continually burn : Wherefore in 
times paſt they were wont in Tem- 
ples and Sepulchres to make lamps 
ot it:of which St. 4uguftine maketh 
mention.I add that Pliny,Volatera- 
aus, Dioſcorides, and many others 
tell ſtrange wonders of a certain 
kind of Line or Flax,which is called 
by divers names: For ſome call it Li- 
num Azbeftinum, others Caryftium, 
others Indicum, and others Linam 
VIVUM, 

This is not only not conſumed 
by fire, but alſo is purged and 
cleanſed ; wherefore the dead 
bodies of Kings heretofore, when 
they were to be put into the fire, 
and to be burned, uſed to be wrap- 
ped about with a Linnen cloth 


made thereof, to keep their aſhes 
from 


upon Eternity. 29 
from confuſion, and to diſtinguiſh 
them from others. O ſuch Flax 
Nero had a Towel, which he eltee- 
med of more price than gold and 
precious ſtones. Behold, Nature 
her (elf, like a Mifreſs and Guide, 
leadeth thee by the hand, and 
pointeth thee to a thing which the 
fire hath no power to conſume. $0 
(hall all the damned burn, but ne- 
ver [hall burn out 3 They ſhal! al- 
ways burn, but never ve conſumed; 
they (hall leck for death in the 
flames, but ſhall riot find it, There- 
fore juſtly doth one cry out, 0h wo 
Eternal, that nev:r ſhall have end! Oh 


end without end ! Ohdeath more grie+ x, Wo. 


vons than all death, Always to die. and 


wever tobe quite dead ! So faith di- ſapiens, 


vine Iſaiah, Their fire never ſhall be 
quenched; And the Angel in the 
Revelation, ' hey ſhall deſire to die : 
and death ſhall flee from them, 

That the Sa/amander for a little 
time can indure, and live in the 
fire, beſide Ariftotle, Vliny, Galen, 
Milian, Disſcorides, S. Auguftine allo 
himſelf believed. This c eatnre 15 
very cold, and is generated of 
Mowers: the ſun and drought are 
C92 death 


Iſa. 66. 
24, 


" Rev. 9. 
6, 


Pal, 2 


Pſalm. 
49.20. 


G. 
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deathtoit 5 Therefore, according 
to Pliny,it endures in the flame like 
ice. Of theskin thereof lights are 
made for perpetual burning lamps, 
God who made the Salamander of 
Earth and Clay, hath of his good- 
neſs formed Man, though of the 
ſame matter, yet of a more excel- 
ſent and noble nature. He hath 
made him a little loaver than the 4u- 
gels, Ne hath aſſigned unto him af- 
ter this life the tellowſhip of the 
ſame Kingdom with the Angels, 
But man being in honour had no un- 
derflanding, and was compared unto 
the beaſts that periſh, By his own 
malice he made himſelf ſuch a Sa 
lamandey, that mult always live or 
always die in Fiernal flames. In 
thoſe fiery priſons of Hell, all things 
are Fiernal z but theſe fix things 


eſpccially, 


— —— 


C H A P, I, 
What things are Eternal in Hell, 


He damned himſelf is Eternal 
and dyeth not. No man can 


make an end of himſelf, or ano- 
ther, 


pon Eternity, 31 
” ther. They ſhall ſeek death, and ſhall Reve!, 
> or find it, Yea the very deſire of 9, 6. 
| death, in as much as their defire 
cannot be ſatisfied,ſhall greatly in- 
creaſe their torment, 

The priſon it (elt 1s Eternal; It can 2, 
never fall to ruin, it can never be 
broken down, it can never be dig- 
ged through. It is barred up with 
rocks and mountains ; The locks 
and bars are (o firm and trong,that 
none can get out. If any of the 
damned (ſhould by Gods permiſſion 
before the day of judgment come 
out from thence, yet {till he ſhould 
carry an Hell about him,and never 
be free from torment. 

The fire there is Eteryal, Chris 2, 
himſelf in atrherv fatth as mnch agarth, 
expreſsly 3 Depart from me ye curſed 25, ,1, 
into everlafling fire, or fire Eternal, 

Poſt thou hear this word, Erernal? 

The anger of the Lord doth kindle 

this fire, an it ſhall never be put 

out. To this beareth Iſaiah witneſs, Iſaiah 
ſaying, he breath of the Lord like a 1 

ftream of brimitone doth kindle it, it ek bn 
ſhall burn night and day, and ſhall Z4 > 

wot be quenched”, the (ſmoke thereof = = 
ſhall aſcend rep for ever and ever, Eter- Re £ . 
&. nal 


de Civ, 
C, 23s 


Iſaiah 
66. 24. 
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nal puniſhment, and Eternal life are 


Lib. 12. Relates, as $ .Auguftine ſpeaketh 


and Relatesare of like continuance: 
To ſay therefore, That Eternal life 
{hall be without end, and Eternal 
puniſhment ſhall have an end,is ve« 
ry abſurd, Who therefore will de- 
terre his converſion ? 

As the things mentioned before 
are Eternal,ſo is the Worm,and cons» 
ſcience tormented with deep de- 
ſpair for the life paſt, Their worm 
ſhall not die:5o propheſied oak 
The Poets of old tranſlated this 
out of Holy writ into their fables: 
For what is that Tiryrws, of whom 
Virgil teigneth, That a flying Vel- 
tr every day gnaws and tears his 
Liver, which 1s every night again 
repaired and made up, that every 
day the Vultur mayhave more prey 
to gnaw upon? What is the Vultur, 
but the Worm we (peak of ? And 
what is the Liver, but the Conſcience 
always gnawn, and tormented ? 

To this Eternity of Bell belong- 
eth alſo the /a# ſeutence,andthe las 
Decree pronounced by Chriſt the 
Judg : A decree (Alas 7) irrevoca- 
ble, immutable, Eternal, There is 
no 


«pou Eternity. 33 
no Appealing from it;If the ſentence 
be once pronounced by the mouth 
of this Judg, it ſtands irrevocable 
for all Eternity. In Hell there is no 
redemption, not any, no not any z 
but Eternal deſperat 10n- The blood 

of Chriſt when it was newly poured 
out on , the mount ot Golgotha, 
though of infinite efficacy for ſatis- 
faction, yet reacheth not unto the 
damned. If the yoke of the Lord, ſaith 
Saint Bernard, be a yoke of Repent- 
ance, you think that in it ſelf it 15 not 
ſaveet : But this you mutt know, That 


it tu mo#t ſqyret, if it be compared with Matth, 


zbat fire of which it #s ſaid, Depart 
from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire. 
The oh cn or Pain of lofs 
alſo, as they call it, is Eternal, 
being the privation of the ſight of 
God for ever, whick together with 
all the other torments of the dam- 
ned ſhall never have end : becauſe 
there can be no place for fatisfa&i- 
on. For although theſe torments 
ſhall continue infinite millions of 
years, yet there ſhall not one day, 
no nor ons hour, no nor ſo much 
as a moment of reſt and reſpite be 

eranted, There ſhall be yiciſirude 
C's and:. 


2 


5. Als 
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and variety of torments, but to 
their greater pain and grief. Chriſt 
often foretold it by Matthew in 
plain words,The children of the King- 
dom ſhall be caft out into utter dark- 
eſs ; there ſhall be weeping and gnaſh- 
ing of teeth ; qweeping, for heat 3 
and gnaſhing of teeth, tor cold. How 
then can man be ſo forgetful of 
himſelf and God ? How can he fo 
degenerate into a' beaſt ? Yea ra- 
ther, how can he become like a 
rock, or a ſtone, ſo ſenſcle(s, as 
when he ſhall think upon the un- 
ſufferable and unutterable tor- 
ments of Hell, which never ſhall 
have end, then not to fear and 
tremble,and ſay with hinaſelf thus, 
I am for certain in the way to E- 
ternity, and I know not how ſoon 
may come to my journeysend: I 
ſit on the ſtairs of Eternity, and 
every little thruſt is ready to 
plunge me into the bottomleſs-pit? 
But if it ſeem fo grievous and in- 
tolerable fora man to lye, though 
but for one night,on a ſoft feather- 
bed, and never ſleep or cloſe his 
eyes,but to ſigh and groan for pain 
in his head, or any other —__ 
or 
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for the tooth-ach or for the ſtone : 
If the night ſeems long, and the 
day a great way off, and the Sun to 
ſlack his coming : And yet, asI 
ſaid, he lies upon a good feather- 
bed, and if he will have but alittle 
patience, he may hope to find eaſe 
in the day,and help from the Phy- 
ſician ; Alack ! Alack ! how in- 
tolerable ſhall it be to lie night 
and day in the fire, for a thouſand 
anda thouſand, and again, I ſay, a 
thouſand years! How intolerable 
ſhall it be, there to watch, to hun- 
ger, toihirſt, to burn, tobe tor- 
mented extreamly in every part, 
and not to hope for any reſt, or ſo 
much as a drop of cold water ; but 
to be always in deſpair, and fo to 
fry and to be tortured for infinite 
millions of ages, and to belo far 
from finding any end, as never to 
be able to hope for anyend! There, _, 
faith Thomas one hours puniſhment P* 


ſhail be m»re grievous, than an Chrifze 
hundred years here in the moſt bit» /7/fat, 
ter puniſhment that can be. There #9. 1. 
isno reſt, no conſolation to the £4. 24» 
daraned, O Loyd, rebnke me not in Pſal. 6, 


thine anger » neither chaſten me in thy 
bos 
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Pſal.25 hot diſpleaſure, Remember wot the 
7. fins of my youth, mor my tranſgre//i- 


ons, Unleſs thou wilt have mercy, 
U God, I muſt needs periſh, 


C H A P. H-. 
Why Hell i Eternal. 


Ere ariſeth a queſtion, which 

is worthy to be known of all 
men,How it can be,that God, who 
i5good and merciful, and whoſe 
mercy is over all his works, ſhould 
notwithſtanding puniih even one 
mortal ſin, committed, it may be, 
in a moment,and in thonght only; 
how he ſhould puniſh ſuch a fin, I 
ſay, for all Eternity; and (o puniſh 
it, that it ſhall deſerve ill always 
to be puniſhed : and though milli- 
ons of years be paſſed, yet it ſhall 
never be ſaid , This ſin hath 
been ſufficiently puniſhed, it is e- 
nough, he hath made fatisfa&tion 
for the wicked thought, by which 
he hath offended' God. 

What then.?- Hath God for one 
ſin, and that in thought only, de- 
creed the puniſhment of everlaſt- 

ing 


V% 
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ing fire ? What equality is there 
in this, for a momentary ſin, to ap- 
point an Eternal puniſhment? Why 
doth bleſſed David cry out, 0 give Pſalms. 
thanks unto the Lord ; for hets good, '05. I. 
ard his mercy endureth for ever | and 107. Is 
whydoth he repeat it twenty ſeven 118. 1. 
times, if God be ſo ſevere ? To 136. 1, 
this $, Auguſtin, Gregory, Thomas 
4quinas, and others anſwer, That 
in every mortal ſin the offence of 
its own nature is infinite, becauſe it 
is an injury againſt the infinite 
majeſty of God. Again, He that 
dyeth guilty of a mortal fin with- 
out repentance, doth as much as if 
he ſhould fin Eterwaly : For if he 
might live Eternally, he would ſin 
Eternally : He hath not loſt a will 
to ſin, but life in which to ſin, Rill 
being ready to ſin, if ke might live 
ſtill ; $0 he doth not ceaſe to ſin, 
but doth ceaſe to live. Further it 
is to be conſidered, That a damned 
»perſon can never make fatisfa&ti- 
on, though he ſhould. pay never (o 
much ; For being an enemy, and 
not in favour with God, his pay- 
ment is not worthy acceptation 
ſeeing that be himſelf is not ac- 
cepted 


- 
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cepted with him. Neither indeed, 
toſpeak truly, can he be ſaid ro 
pay any thing; becauſe he doth 
nothing, but ſuffers only puniſh» 
ments,and that againſt his will. We 
will make the matter yet more 
plain by a familiar example. Sup- 
poſe a man ſhould borrow of his 
neighbour a thouſand crowns, and 
for the ule thereof make over the 
rent of his houſe unto him for 
ever... It may be in twenty years he 
may thus repay the {umm of mo» 
ney borrowed 3 But what then? Is 
he fully diſcharged of all the debt ! 
Doth there remain nothing to be 
paid ? The principal remains ſtil! 
as due to be paid, as if there had 
been nothing at all paid, For this 
is the nature of ſuch lones, that al- 
though the yearly uſe be paid, ſtill 
the principal remains entire, and 
due to be paid. So it is with the 
damned; For although they ſhould 
pay never ſo much; yet they can 
never get outof debt. They are 
debtor<« ſtill, and ever ſhall be. The 


Ifa. 1+ Rrong ſpall be as tow, aud the maker 
31* of it as a ſpark they ſhall both burn 


together, and none ſhall quench them, 
Sunnis 
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Suetonits reports of Tiberius Ceſar, Suet; 
that being _Petitioned unto by a lib. 3. 
certain offender to haſten his pu- cap, 6. 


niſhment, and to grant him a ſpee- 
dy diſpatch, he made him this an. 

{wer,Nonudum tecum in gratian redit, 
Stay Sir,Tu and I are not yet friends. 

Chriſt isa moſt juſt Judg, no Ty- 
rant, no Tiberins, And yet if one 
of the damned after a thouſand 
years burning in Hell. ſhould begg 
and intreat for a ſpeedy death, he 
would anſwer after the ſame man- 
ner, Nondum tecum in gratiam redis, 
Stay, You and I are not yet friends, If 
after a thouſand years more he 
ſhould ask the ſame thing, he 
ſhould receive the ſame anſwer, 
Nowudum tecum in gratiam redii,Stay, 
Tou and [ are not yet friends, If after 
an huadred thouſand yeares 
yet more, yea millions of years,he 
ſhould ask again, again he ſhould 
receive the ſame anſwer, Nondum 
tecnm in gratiam redii, Stay, Tou and 
I are not yet friends, The time was,l 
offered tobe thy friend ; but thou 

would not ; yea, thy father, but 
thou wouldſt not.I offered thee my 
grace a thouſand and a thouſand 
f1mes 7 


Pyov, 
I. 26, 


Pal. 
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137» 
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times 3 but thou rezeRediſt it- This 
I knew right well, and I held my 
peace,and further expected, forty, 
fifty, ſixty years, to ſee if thou 
wouldeſt change thy mind , and 
courſe of life. But there tollowed 
no ſerious or true repentance, Thou 
haft {et at naught all my counſel, and 
wouldeft none of my reproof Thou 


SO. I7. haft hated infliruftion, and haft caft 


my words behind thee, Eat therefore 
the fruit of thine own ways,and be 
filled with thine own counſels. 7 
will laugh at thy deſtruction for 
ever: neither ſhall my. juſtice after 
infinite ages give thee any anſwer 
but this, Nondum tecam ingratiam 
redii, Stay, You and I are not yet 
friends, O God which art in hea- 
ven ! O fin which throweſt men 
headlong into helLthe hell of tor- 
ments, and into the bottomlels pit 
of Eternal pain ! But righteows art 
thon,0 Lord,and upright are thy judg- 
ments. Juſt and right it is, that he 
which would not by repentance 
accept of mercy when it was offer- 
ed, ſhould by puniſhment be tor- 
mented, and have juſtice without 
mercy for over, 

CHAP. 


upon Eternity, 41 


te I OO IO Ie I OI —w— —_ 


CHAP. I1T: 


: Other motives to the conſideration of 
Eternity, drawn from Nature. 


Ut I return to the School of 
Natare, to conſider further 
upon Eternity, There are found hot 
Baths in certain Mountains and 
Rocks, whoſe waters,in running 
make ſuch a noiſe and murmuring, 
that the diſeaſed perſons that re- 
ſort thither for cure, if at that en* 
trance into the Bath, they do but 
imagin they hear muſical Inſtru- 
ments,and an harmonious conſort, 
they have their ears ſo dulled with 
the continual noiſe thereot, that 
the muſick which at firſt was (weet 
unto them, becomes at length, by 
their imagination working upon 
It, very loathſome, and a torment 
unto them: But if they imagine 
they hear a Drum, or any other 
led frending inſtrument, they at 
length grow almoſt mad with the 
noiſe thereof daily moleſting and 
troubling them. From whence al- 
ſo we are led, as it were * the 
and 
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hand, to the conſideration of 
Eternity. The weeping and wail- 
ing, yelling and crying which is 
heazd at the firſt entrance of Hells 
mouth undcr thoſe infernal moun- 
tains ſhall never ceaſe, but [hal] tors 
went the damned without end, 
and be no whit mitigated by time 
and long-ſufferance, But on the 
contrary the Bleſſed in Heaven 
ſhall without wearineſs hear the 
Thrice Holy (ung, Holy, Holy, Holy ; 
yea, and the more they hear it, the 
more they ſhall be delighted with 
the ſound thereof. Chriſt in his 
Conference with the Woman of 
Samaria, makes often mention of 
Eternity, and life everlaſting. yho- 
ſoever drinketh of the water that T ſha 
give him, ſhall never thirfi: But the 
water that I ſhall give him, ſhall be in 
him a well of water, fpringing up 
unto everlaſting life, 1 would we 
did thirſt with the woman of Sa- 
mariaafter thoſe waters, and ear- 
neſtly pray for them : 0 Lord, give 
me of this water, that I thirft not, 
Give me, OChrif, though but a 
drop of this water,that is,ſome tbirf 
and deſire after Eternal life, In the 
year 
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year after the Nativity of our Lord 
fourſcore and one (as Smuetowits, 
Diow, and Plinius Secundus tell at 
large) on the firſt day of November, 
about ſeven of the clock, at the 
mountain Veſuvius in Campania, 
there was an horrible eruption of 
fire, before which there went an 
unuſual drought, and grievous 
earthquakes. There was alſo heard 
noiſe under earth, as if it had been 
thunder, The ſea roared and made 
a noiſe; the heaven thundered as 
if mountains had in confli& metto«. 
gether ; great ſtones were ſeen to 
fall ; the air was filled with ſmoak 
and fire mixt together ; the Sun 
did hide his head. Whereupon it 
was thought by many that the 
world was almoſt at an end, and 
that the laſt day was come, wherein 
:i!l ſhould be conſumed with fire : 
For there was ſuch abundance of 
alhes ſcattered up and down over 
land and ſea, and in the air, that 
there was much hurt done amongſt 
men and eattel, and in the fields, 
that fiſh and fowl were deſtroyed, 
that two cities, the name of the 


one was Herculanum, and the name 
of 


Tertul, 
Apol, 
£-48. 
Anat, 
in og, 
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of the other Pompeii, were utterly 
ruined. Theſe and ſuch other like 
Caverns in the earth,with Precipices 
alid fiery mountains,always flaming, 
but never going out,are lively ex- 
amples given us by God, to-put us 
in mind of the fire of hell,in which 
the bodies of the curſed ſhall be ul- 
ways burning, but never be burnt 
out. Concerning this you may read 
Tertallian, Minutins, and Pacian, 
See, O man, how providently even 
Nature her (elf doth go before 
thee, and as it were lead thee by 
the hand to the contemplation of 
Eternity, 

To conclude, this Time of ours 
carrieth with it ſome ſign and 
print of Eternity, Nature fain 
would have us learn the thing ig- 
nified by the ſign,and take a ſcant- 
ling of £ternity by the little modul: 
and meaſure of time. It is the ſay- 
ingof Saint Augufine, bis us the 
difference between things Temporal 
and Eternal; We love things Tem- 
poral more before we have them, 
and eſteem them not ſo much when 
we have them : for the ſoul cannot 
be ſatisfied but with true and ſecure 
Eternity), 
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Eternity, and joy which is Eternal 
and incorruptible. But things X- 
ternal, when they are aually poſ- 
ſeſſed, are much more loved than 
before when they were only de- 
ſired and hoped for : For neither 
could Faith believe,nor Hope expe&t 
ſo much as Charity and Love fhall 
find when once we ſhall be admit- 
ted to poſſeſſion. Why then doth 
not earth ſeem vile in our eyes, 
eſpecially: when we muſt ere long 
forſake it ? Ard why do we not 
vithardent deſire lift up our eyes 
to Heaven where we ſhall inherit a 
Kingdom, and that Eternal ? 
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Wherein the old Romans principally 
placed their Eternity. 


Linius Secuxdus thought thoſe p,;q 2, 

men happy, which either did = p wy 
things worthy to be wrote, or 
wrote things worthy to be read; 
but thoſe men of all moſt happy, 
which could do both. So the Ro- 
mans thought they might three 
manner of ways eternize their 
fame , and tranſmit their names 
unto poſterity, Firſt they wrote 
many excellent things 5 many ex- 
cellen: indeed, but not all, not all 
chatte, not all ho'y : They cone 
mitted to writing their own ble- 
miſhes, their diſhoneſt loves, and 
filthy 
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filthy luſts; But this was no ho- 
neſt or Kings high- way to Eternity. 
How many books have died betore 
their Authors, and according to 
Plato, have been like unto the 
Gatdens of .Adonts : as (oon dead as 
ſprung up ! They pleaſed not long 


which quickly pleaſed. But fup- - 


poſe the books of all the Romans 


ſhould out-live time,and be always * 
extant, and expoſed to publick | 


view, yet ihey ſhould not be able 
to give life unto their Authors, 
Again, the Romans did not only 
write, but alſo did many brave 
works worthy to be recorded by 
the pens of eloquent and learned 
men, and theſe works were of di- 
vers kinds. They ſought Eternity 
in many things, but tound itin 
nothin;,, as we are taught to be- 
lieve, They were great (we do 
not deny it) in civil and warlike 
affairs, at home and abroad : admi- 
rable for their 5kill in Arts and 
Sciences : Magnificent and profuſe 


gre 


in ſetting forth ſhews, and beſtow-FÞf he; 
ing gifts: wonderful even to a*Þ} m; 
ſtonilhment for ſtately Buildings, To 


Tombes, Yanlts, Monuments and 
Statues, 


'ne 
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Statues, as you may guct; by the(= 
few particulars, which I will briet- 
lv run over. 

cAngu"ut,in his own name, ant 
at his own proper charges,fet forth 
Playes and Games four and twenty 
times,and at the charge of the come 
mon Treaſury, three and twenty 
times: and never a one of thoſe 
coſt him under two Millions and 
five hundred thouſand Crowns ; 
and this ſo great a (iim of money , 
I ſay, was all laid out upon one 
ſhew.T he very meancſt and cheap 
s(t that E&Ver At7:651 265 {ct forth, 
came to a Mi'.cn txo hundred 
and fitty thouſand Crowns. 

Nero gilded over the whole 
Theater ; the Ornaments of the ty- 
ring houſe and Comical 1imple- 
ments he m?de a! of gold: To thele 
you may add {qua; E PIECES ot wood 
or wooden Lots icattere4 among 
the people,which had tor their 1n- 
ſcriptions, whole houſes, ficlds; 
2rounds, larms, faves, fervantss 
beaſts, great ſums of ſilver, and 
many times jewel a great number: 
To wholoevers lot tel: any one of 
theſe, he preſently received accors 
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ding to the inſcription, 
The {ame Neyo tor a Donati ve to 
a common toldicr, commanded to 
be told two hundred and fitty | 
thouiand crowns. >, 
«Aprippina/ Nero's mother) cauſed. 
the like ſum of money to be laid... 
2pon a Table, thereby lecretly re- 
prehending and labouring to re- 
Rrain her fons proſuſenels, Whereal 
upon Mero perceiving that he wal? 
toucht,commanded another ſum to} 
e added as great 8 the former, , 
and ſaid thus, Neſciebam me tam po þ- 
74m dediſſe, I forgot my ſelf in giv1#7 
fo litle, | ] 


The ſame Xero entertained 2: 
Rome for nine moneths together 
King Tiridates, and was every dayff , 
at coſt tor him twenty thouſand] , 
Crowns, which came in nine .. 
moneths fo five millions and forty ,; 
thouſand Crowns. And at his de-p 
parture he gave him for a Viaticum,f ,, 
or te ſpend by the way, two milli-Þ 
ons and an half, What fhouldI tel 
you of theirſtately and magnificertÞ j 
buildings ? 

Caligula the Emperor made þ ,, 
bridge cver an arm of the Seay , 
three miles long, I here 
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There were Temples in Rome 
four hundred twenty four, moſt of 
them very m2gnificent. 

Domit!1:;1 ſpent UNon the ſole 
e1dIng ot ihe Cap 1tol, ſeven milli- 
O's 

On the ſtairs of the Amphitheater, 
which were made all of ſtone, 
there might ſit very conveniently, 
fourſcore and ſeven thouſand 
ſpe&Kators;above,tiere might Rand 
round about twelve thouſand In 
all fourſcore & nineteen thouſand, 

Beſiles many others, there were 
twelve publick Baths made by the 
Emperour,w here MEN mig ght bathe 
gratts, 

In tne hot Bathes of , Antonmus, 
there were 0. polithed ſtone one 
thouſand and fix hundred feats, 
and tnzre might ſo many men bathe 
themlielves very conveniently. 

In the Bath of Hetruſcy, a5 T 
n; ſaith, all was of filver, the pat- 


. {uges for tne WAICTE, the [155 Of py 


Batn,and the very floor it ic1t. But 
| paſs to other things, 

at Rome there: were almoſt as 
many Statues 43 men, of no weorle 
matter than Iver and gold, bet 
D 2 infini - 
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infinite others of Braſs, Marble, 
and Ivory, 

Domitian hal one of Gold in 
the C2pitol, of an hundred pound 
weight. 

Commodus and Claudius had al- * 
ſo S${atues of Gold, ezch of them 
being ot a thouſand pound weight. 
Claudius had al'o 1n the place at 
Rome called Roftra,another of Sil. 
ver, Rere:pon there was a Cer. 
tain Officer appointed, who wa: 
called the Count of Rome, on 
whom there att-znde{] a great m2- 
ny (oldiers continually, to gua! & 
ang look to the great number ©: 
Statues, 

The way which is called Appin, 
will exerciſe a nimble footmer 
five dayes in running it over. . 1: 
reached iu length, trom Rome t 
CIFua 3 (0 broad, that two Coach: 
might meet,and never trouble on: 
another ; ſo {olid and firm, as. 
!t were all of one Rone,in no plac: 
looſe or broken up. There wer: 
alfo more wayes liKe unto this. 1: 
!5 inciedible what good Author 
do writs of their Conduits an 
Aqueducts, 
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Clandins the Emperonur beſtow- 

& <#d avout one. ſeven Nitlhons of 
| Gold and a h2l7; and there were 
IN miintained fix hundred men with 
Id he onely keeping ard looking 
to the waters, Theſe were grea! 

I-* works inceed » but the Anthor 
Mm . thereof in port ceferved repre 

ft. her ton for their imniocerate 1 
at s fyfeneſs. There was at Rome 1:16 
1. thing that ſyrp:Ned their Rutuly 
T« * buildings, any bo 'O0r Name, to tay 
a no worle, and to ſpare your ears) 
M1! difſhonovrable, ani not fit to be 
2-' named. They had certain Vaults 
S under earth built with arches, YOu 
F may call them the iinks ot the City 
_Þ they called them Cloaca) running 
aj; with water, to carry away al! 
2% the filth of the Citv. Of rhele 
i there were (o many, to large, and 
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t's tiolong, that you may well r-ckon 
£ them amongſt the wonders cf the 
Ns world. I necd not inſtance any 
more: ihefe which I kave gzmed 
ch re fuſficient. Fe that iz any thing 


rh converiant in Hiltories, or hath 
F Heard of the great power and 
rk wealth of the Komans in former 
14 ages, Will eaſily believe my relat! 
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cnt it he will not believe me, let 
Rim believe the te{timony ot Sxe- 
M48 / 3 FL4 5 ron, Ca Tus, Pliny, Livy, 
and others that have wrote of the 


N27. LORUOMENtS 
[ S 2 Y . . 
Theſe things witen Ll have rec 
Koned wn are very lauctable in 


__ :\ves, But they governel1 
- Commonwealth fo prudent- 
tY» (rat in War {01 the moiſt part 
they were uncongierable, tor Arts 
ind Sciences excelient, tor Virtue 
iuRrions; infomuch that,Cyneas an 
Amb:iſador ſent from Oyrrhus, a 
very eloquent an 11telligent man, 
when he h.d a!! in vain ſolicited 
the City to make a League with 
his | oxd and Mialier,which League 
could not ſtand with the honour of 
'1e Romans, vjOn his return told 
theKing, Triat he thought the City 
ro be 4 Templar d all the Senators, 
OO lereti the Romans WETE 
h galy to be commended ; but in 
this they were much overſeen 
:hongh otherwile very prudent 
men) in placing their Eternity in 
1uch things as neither could give 
anto them nor had in themſelves 
Eternity, It the R.omans had made 


choice 
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-hoice of »aint {rugniirue for their 
giide in the way to Eternity, he 
would hive ſhewed them a more 
certain and — r way. For what 
(a1t . hs ? ao we M4 count _ 
Em orotrs ba py which have reigned 
long, or "ich Have often triumphed a4 
Conguerors GUO) trety Enemies , &r 
which have treaſured up much wealth, 
Theſe things often happen to thoſe that 
have n9 right or title to the Kingdom 
which is Eternal .. Who then in Saint 
AngusStin s Opinton are ta he ac- 
counted truly happy ? Rezrken, 
OQye ca, Oye Kin25 and 
Princes ; You ſhall in Saint ,A#- 
Lewes ſenſe obtain true and Frer- 
ma! adppin els, by the obſervation 
of thele Rules following, 

Firſt, 1 he Rule of Futtce, By 


culing quſtly, and _— the very © 
vizard and Pail :ted * ot 1NJus 
kt1ce, 
Secondiy, = Rue of Iodefty, _ 
4 


By 00 t being ited oP by the vain 

a7plauſes, =. om ns and title3 

ot honour , but by remembr:ns 

your feives to be but men. 
Thicdly, The Rule of the Fear 53. 

and Love of Cod. By propagating 
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by all means the true Worſhip of 
God; bv ſubje&ing all humane 
power to his Divine Majeſty ; by 
ſerving him in fear and ove. 

Fonrthly, the Pefrre of Heaven. 
By ſetting your love and affe&ion 
upon the Kingdom which 15 Eter- 
nal, where one ſhall not envy ano- 
thers power 

Fifthly,The Rule of Facility and 
read:ne(s to forgive. By being (wiſt 

to forgive, and flow to puniſh, but 
when the glory of God, and the 
neceſſity of the Commonwealth 
calleth tor it. 

Sixthly, Afercy and Liberaltity, 
By tempering the ſeverity of the 
Laws by the Oyl of Mercy, and 
the ſweet odour of beneficency. 

Seventhly, Continency, By not 
giving the reins to Luxury, but by 
bridling your appetites and con- 
cupiſcences ; and the more liverty 
you have, the leſs abuſing it unto 
licentiouſneſs, 

Eighthly, Moderation of Paſt ns, 
By chooſing rather to get the con- 
q.eſt over evilPafſions,than by do- 
mineering over Nations. 

Ninthly, The ſtudy of m—_— 
an 
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ard Prayer, By doing all theſe, not 
lor vain-glory, but tor the glory of 
God,and the attainment of Eternal 
felicity: and again,by never ne- 
gle&ing that moſt n«ble ſacrifice 
ot Humility and Prayer, 

Theſe Rules or Laws hath Saint 
Auguftine fixed upon the double 
gates of the world, are a glaſs fit 
tor Princes to look into, But, O 
ve Romans, how far have ye gone 
aſtray from the way that leadeth 
unto the gates whereon theſe Laws 
are fixed ! Not to ſpeak of other 
things, you have inſtead of one 
| and the only true God, brought 
in innumerable others, to workhip 
them which are no Gods, For Rome 
ſeemed to make it a great matter 
of Religion,to refuſe no falſity ;and 
when ſhe ruled almoſt over all na- 
tions, to ſerve and follow the er- 
rors of all Nations. 

But to let theſe things pals alſo : 
how vain and ridiculous a thing 1s 
it for them, to leave behind them 
all their Eternity in Parchments 
and Papers, in Mar.le and other 
ſtone, in Theaters and Pyra- 
mids, in Monuments and Tombes ! 
D 5 What 
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Whar is now become of their Eter- 
#ity which was ſometime carved 
in tone ? The ſame hath hapned 
unto Rome, which alſo befell Fe- 
ruſalem. The Diſciples pointing 
at the buildings of the Temple at 
Feruſalem, (aid unto our Saviour 


13. 1. Rlones, and what buildings are here 
Whereupon Chriſt anſwered and 
AMatth, faid , See ye all theſe buildings ? 


not be left here one tone upon ano- 
ther, that ſhall not be threwn down, 
$o there is nothing Eternal in this 
world. And where is now old 
Rome 7? It this queſtion be deman- 
ded; the anſwer may be this, Here 
it was. Where are they that built 
it ? They are dead and gone. There 
'5 not ſo much as their aſhes left 
of them, And ere long we muſt 
all go the ſame way, become like 
a ſhadow, return unto duſt, and be 
reſolved into nothing. Oh the 
poor and mean condition of mor- 
to] men, even at the greateſt ! Oh 
the inſtability and frailty of the 
ſtrongeſt men,even in the prime of 
all their ſtrength! For what is now 
become 


Mark C' riſt, Mater, See what manner of 


24.2, Verily I ſay unto you , there ſhall 3 
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become of all thoſe things, or 
where are they? they are quite va- 
#iſhed away, Where is their money, 
which they heaped up beyond be- 
lief? "ris ſcattered abroad, Where 
are their ſtately and lofty build- 
ings? they are not to be ſeen, Such 
are all things elſe, though to us 
they ſeem never ſo great, nothing 
elſe but a meer ſhadow, and a 
dream, if they be compared with 
Eternity, and thoſe things which 
are Eterual The foundation on 
which the whole fabrick of vaniſh. 
ingglory isſet up, is too weak and 
mouldering,and made but of Clay, 
Stone and Marble cannotbe ingra- 
ven with Characters and Infcripti- 
ons of Eternity. Well faith LaJax- 
tis, The works of mortal men are 
mortal. That there was a Babylon, 
a "roy, a Carthage, and a Rome, we 
believe : But it we will believe no 
more than we ſee, there be ſcarcy 
any reliques or r1nows parts of 
them remaining, to perſwade 14 
that there were ſuch Cities, So the 
ſeven wonders ot the world, (© 
Nero's golden Palace, Diocletian's 


hot Baths, Antoninu bis Baths, Se- 
V*Y 48 
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wveres his Septizonium, Fulius his 
Coloſſus, Pompey's Amphitheater, 
have no footſtep or print of them 
remaining z no,ſcarce upon record, 
or regiſtred in Books, And how far 
have all of theſe come {hort of E- 
terwity ? 


—_ 


CHAP. I. 


How far the Romaus have gone aftray 
from the true way of Eternity. 


T Nazareth, in a certain Con- 

4&2 clave,called by the name of the 

bleſſed Virgin,there is in one place 
mention made of a Kingdom, 0 
which Kingdom there ſhall be no end, | 
Such was not *the Kingdom of 
of Solomon: for that laſted but 
I 
o 


Sotho Hes , * ,. 


four hund red years , even to the 

Captivity of Babylou. Such was 

not the Kingdom of the Romans, f 
neither of the Perſians, noryet of | t 
the Gracians, For where are now | // 
thoſe Kingdoms in former times K 
moſt flouriſhing ? Where are thoſe z] 
moſt ancient Monarchies ? How |} »: 
great was Mebuchaduoxzar in ff /þ 
Chaldea and Syria, and atter him FF 5 


Belſhaz- 
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Belſhazzar ? From them the Scep- 


ter was tranſlated unto the Medes 
and Per frans, to Cyrus and Darius. 


.Neither continued it there long, 


From thence it was tranſlated into 
Greece, to Alexander, ſurnamed 
the Great, King of Macedon, for a 
long time moſt victorious and for- 
tunate. But as warlike valour de- 
cayed, fo fortune failed. And fo the 
Scepter was tranſlated into Italy to 
Fuling Ceſar, and Oftavins Augu- 
us, What is become of all theſe 
Kings? Where are they? But thou, 
O Chriſtian man, ſeek that King- 
dom, Of which Kingdom there 
ſhall be no end, Numantia, Athens, 
Carthage, and Sparta, all are come 
toan end, they are utterly periſh- 
ed. But as for the Kingdom which 
is above, Of that there ſhall be mo 
end, The King that ruleth there 
is Eternal, and thoſe that live in 


that Kingdom are Eternal. The Lord Exod, 
ſhall reign for ever and ever, On 15. 14, 
which words, ſaith Origen, Do#t Origes, 


thow thivk that the Lord ſhall 
reign for ever and ever ? Na, he 
ſhall reign for ever and ever , and 
beyond that too, Say what thou 
canſt, 
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canſt, thou ſhalt ſtill come ſhoxt of 
the duration of his kingdom : the 
Prophet will till add ſomething ; 
as for example, after for ever, yeb 
more, and ever, or, beyond that too, 
And yet, ſaith 1idore though this 
Kingdom be Eternal, though in- 
finite, though every way bleſſed, 
though it be promiſed to us, not a 
word of that. For what man is there 
of a thouſand that ſpends the leaſt 
part of a day in meditating upon 
that? that ever once makes ment! - 
on of that ? that ever inſtructs his 
wite, his children, and his ſervants 
concerning that ? we prattle much 
of all other things ; but as 'or hea- 
ven there is ſcarce any mention 
made of that;or if there be,ſurely it 
is very rare, In (ſetting forth the 
commendation of his own Couns 
try,every man isa nimble-tongued 
Orator:But as for that which is our 
true Country indeed, we bluſh and 
are almoſt aſhamed, being too mo- 
deft in commending that. For it 1s 
come to pals in theſe days, by the 
diſuſe of holy conference,that men 
think themſelves not witty nor fa- 
cete enough , unleſs they pan 
idle 
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idle and unprofitable words, and 
make fooliſh jeſts : nay,that is not 
all, unleſs their cheeks (ſwell, and 
their lips run over with filthy and 
unfavoury ſpeeches. Oh ! This'is 
to go aſtray quite out of the way. 
But let our hearts and mouths be 
filled with the praiſe and deſire of 
things Eternal; let our thoughts 
and words always run after them : 
we have no other way to true glo. 
ry, but this; and there is no true 
glory, but that which is Eternal. 
The chief Prieſts and the Phari« 
ſees amongſt the Jewes, to over- 
throw Chriſts power (as they 
thought} and to eternize their 
politick Government, aſſembled 
themſelves together 1n Councel : 
and by their fooliſh wiſdom (as it 
roved)made Decreest their own 


urt.Elegantly ſpeaketh S. Augu- Augu#t, 


ine of them, Conſulting and Deli- 
berating together in full Court: 
The chief Prieſts,ſaith he, and the 
Phariſees took -.counſel together 
what they ſhould do for their own 
good, and yet they ſaid not, Let ws 
believe. The wicked and ungodly 
men ſought more how to hurt and 
to 


, Foh.11. 
47» 48. 
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to deſtroy,than kow to provide 'or 
their own ſecurity,that they might 
be ſaved. And yet they were in fear 
and in counſel : For they faid, 
What do we ? For this man doth man; 
Airacles, If welet him ths alone, 
all men will believe on him. And 
the Romans ſhall come, and take away 
both our Place and Nation, They 
were afraid to loſe things Temporal, 
and never thought upon the lite 
which is Eternal : and ſo they 
loſt both. Such is the vanity, 
and affected mockery of our foo- 
liſh cogitations. What are we ? 
and what is all that we call ours ? 
Today we flouriſh like a lower, we 
are well ſpoken of, we pleaſe, 
and are in favour with men : But 
(alas ! ) ro merrow our flower will 
fade, we ſhall be ill ſpoken of, 
and out of favour with God and 
man: man, whom hitherto we 
pleaſed, and God, whom we never 
ſtudied for to pleaſe. We negle& 
Heaven and keep not earth : We 
get not the favour of God, and 
loſe the wo lds favour, And fo 
weere moſt deplorately miſerable, 


and deſtitute on both ſides. If 
death 


% 
| 
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death would but ſpare thoſe that 
are the happy ones of this world, 
It may be they might find here 
ſome glory : ſome, Iſay, ſuch as it 


| is: for there is none true but that 
which is in heaven, and Eternal. 


But (alas!) death ſpares no man z 


E ſees in thedark, and is not ſeen ; 
q and watches his time when he may 


ſet upon us, when we think not of 


E him. What ſhall become of us ? 
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| 
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& 
Ee 
d 
(0 


3) 
L 
th 


whither will he carry us, if here 
we have lived wickedly ? To the 
bare of Chriſts judgment, and from 
thence to the pit of Hell: and from 
thence there is no redemption, Noe 
bilityfrom thence ſets no man free: 
Power delivers no man. The ap- 
lauſe of men formerly given, 
ields there no comfort. Let us 
ere ſeek the favour of God and 
's glory, That is the true glory 
hich is got by the ſhunning of 
ain glory : ard there 1s no rrue 
lory but that which 1s Eternal. 
Colomon in the Proverbs deſcri- pygy- 
th Wiſdom like a Queen, atten- 4, 17+ 
ed by two waiting- maids, Eter- 
ity. and Glory ; the firſt on the 
2{.t hand, the ſecond on the left, 
Glory 


Pſalm 
I12, 6, 


Maith, 
26. 13, 
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Glory is nothing worth, if there 
be not joyned wiih it Eternity 3 
that which all we Chriſtians do 
expect. For here we have no conti- 


. nuing City, but we ſeek one to come, 
. Eternal in the h:avens. The righte- 
, 05 ſhall be had in everlaſting remom- 


brance, To give an almes to 4 
pour man, to moderate a greedy 
_ to reſiſt an enemy of 
chaſtityz theſe are works that 
require not much pains, or time 
for the doing: and yet the re- 
merabrance of theſe, together with 
their reward, {ſhall be Eternal. 
What a ſmall thing was it that 
Mary Magdalene beſtowed upon 
our ©aviours feet! How quickly 
had ſhe done it! And yet it 15 made 
known throughout the whole world, 
Some otners, it may be, would 
have admired other things in her, 
her cherry cheeks, her comely 
countenance, the pleaſant flower 
of her youth, her rare grace, her 
great riches, her affability and 
courteſie,and ſuch like. Theſe were 
not the things which Chriſt com- 
mends1:i herz but it was the office 
which ſhe performed unto his _ 

e 
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The thing it ſelf was not great : 

and yet it was a means to pro- 

! cure for her Eternal glory , and 

a never-dying name. It ſhall 
be preached throughout the whole 

| world: This is the Teſtimony of 

, F Chriſt. This work of hers was 
; Þ not engraven in marble, nor caſt 
/ Þ in braſs, nor promulged in the 
f Þ Market place,nor proclaimed with 
t © aDrumanda Trumpet: and yet 
e | it hath cntinued tor a memo. 
e- | rial of her to this day, and fo 
h | ſhall for ever , and It ſhall be 
z, | preached throughont the whole world, 
at (If you conſider the afion it ſelf, 
on | Fnudas Iſcariot the covetous Purſe- 
cly NÞcarer found fault with it 5 Simon 
ide ihe ſwelling and proud Phariſee 
14, condemned it: If the matter z it 
114 {vas but an Ointment, at the 
er, $no? not worth above thirty ſmall 
ely N2i<ces of gold : It the place ; it was 
wer Mirivate : If the witneſſes preſent ; 
they were but few : It the perſon; 
ſhe was a woman, and one inta- 
nous: And yet for all theſe, It ſhall 
Ws preached throughout the whole 
world, How many Emperors have 
.F:dvanced their Colours, diſplayed 
their 
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their vicorious and triumphant 
Eagles, and ſet up their Standards 
in their Enemies Camp ! How 
many warlike Captain: have led 
popular Armies, and commanded 
them worthily! How many provi- 


dent Governours have ruled their # 


people very wiſely! How many 
Kings have erected rare Momu- 
ments, and Statues, and built Ca- 
ſtels and Citie: ! How many learn- 
ed men have waſted their brains in 
new Inventions, and have like 
Chymicks, diſtilled them into Ke- 
ceivers of Paper ! And to what 
end all this ? To keep their names 
in continual remembrance, and to 
be recorded amongſt worthy and 
memorable men. And yet not- 
withſtanding they lodg in the bed 
of filence, and lie buried in the 
graveof oblivion, But one good 
work that the righteous doth, ſhall 
be had in everlaſting remem- 
brance: Time and envy ſhall never 
deface and conceal it ; the wiſeſt 
men,Captains, Prelates, and King; 
themſelves, ſhall with reverence 


read and hear it. It (hall be preaches 
throughout the whole aorld, 


Th 
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The onely way then to immor- 
tality and true Eterxity is, to live 
well,and fo todie well.Go to now, 
ye Romans, it ye will ſeek Eternity 
in Statues and Marble monuments: 
but you ſhall never find it there. 
I for my part will wiſh rather with 
S. Hierome, in the life of Paul the 
Eremite, Oh remember, faith he, 
Hierome a ſinner, who if God had 
given him the choice, would have 
preferred the poor cloak of Paul 
with his good works, before the 
Kcarlet robes of Kings with theic 
Kingdoms, Let us Chriſtians here, 
whileſt we have time, make over 
our riches; for ſear leſt we loſe 
them, let us ſend them before us 
into another world: Heaven ſtands 
open, ready t« receive them, We 
need not doubt of the ſafe carrizge: 
the Carriers are very faithful and 
tru?y ; but they are the poor and 
needy of this world. We make over 
unto them here by way of ex- 
change a few things of little value, 


being to receive.in heaven an ex- 2 Cy, 
J #ceding Eternal weight of glory. For 4, ;-, 


ſo hath « hriſt promiſed upon the 


performance of this precept. 7 ſay 
uu80 
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Luke wunto yon, Make to your ſelves friends 

16,9. of the Mammon of anrighteouſueſs 
that when ye fail, they may receive 
you into everlaſting habitations. But 
let us paſs frem the Roman: unto | 
others. 


 R 


CHAP. Tk 


A better Way than the former which 
th: Romans followed to Eternity, i þ 


| 3 the King of the Perſians, I t' 
moſt notable for his ſlaughter, Þ L 
had in his Army ten thouſand Pey-W &1 
fians, which he therefore called I ſa 
Cal. iramortal (as Calius Rhodiginu | thi 
Rho- interpreteth it) not becauſe he | up 
digin. thought they ſhould never de, ff fro 
lib. 8. (for where are there any ſuch ?) 
cap. 2. but becauſe as any of the number 
(& 1, 25. was diminiſhed by ſword or fick- 
cap, 1, Neſs, it was preſently made up; 
ſo that ftill there was neither more 
nor leſs than ten thouſand. ThusF* 
Darins framed unto himſelf aff 
kind of immortality and Eterni- 
ty:But (alas!) it was a very ſhortÞPur te 
one; for within alittle ipace, hes 
and all his Army utterly periſhed, $"*% « 
ThefP944 t: 
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The Prefideuts and Princes aſſembled Day, 6, 


together unto Darius, and ſaid thus 
unto him, King Darius,Live for ever, 
Alas, How vain was this wiſh, and 
how fhort this Eternity ? Welive 
but ſeyenty or eighty years at the 
moſt; we are but in a dream, if we 


® think to live here for ever. Not 


without cauſe therefore Xerxes, 
(when for the conquering and ſubs 
JugatingGreece(as Herodotus reports) 


{ he carried with him out of /f6 


e 
15 
Fl 
ui- 


two great Armies both by Sea and 
Land(in number three and twenty 
hundred thouſand,ſeventeen thou. 
ſand, and fix hundred, beſides 0s 
thers that attended upon Soldiers) 
upon a day taking his proſpe& 
from a Mountain, and beholding 
his Soldiers, fell a weeping : and 
being asked the reaſon why, He 
{aid it was, becauſe after a matter 


of filty or fixty years, ot ſo man 


hundred thouſand men fo ſele 
and ſtrong, ſcarce one ſhould be 
found alive. 

Ve maydream, and feign unto 


rt Our ſelves, I know not what Eter- 


hefſwities: Bur in the mean rime we 2 Sam, 
uſt needs die and ave 4s water fpilt 14. 14, 


d. 
- por the ground, Anos 


6, 
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Another and better type of Eter- 
#ity was found cut atConflantinople, 
inthe year of our Lord 459. The 
Church of Conftantinople, in the 
time when Gennadius was Biſhop, 
was augmented by a new and no- 
ble foundation of a Monaſtery of 
Acemets dedicated to Saint Fohn 
Baptift. Theſe 4camers were fo 
called for not ſleeping , becauſe 
theywere never all at once to ſleep, 
but Gill to be exerciſed in their 
courſe night and = in ſinging 
Praiſes unto God. Theſe Ace@mets 
were divided aiter this manner in- 
to three companies : ſo that when 
the firſt company had made an end 
of ſinging divine praiſes, the ſe- 
cond ſhould begin; and when the 
ſecond had made an end, the third 
ſhould begin. By means ofthis god- 
ly inſtitution, the City had in ſome 
ſort heaven within it ſelf always 
ſounding with the praiſes of God; 
orat leaſt a Type or Kepreſentati- 
on of the Eternity in heaven, where 
God ſhall be praiſed for all Eternity, 
with great delight and cheerful- 
neſs, and without all wearineſs. 


Therefore hath the Pſalmi# good 


caulc 


' our ſelves ſecure of things preſent, 
E 


upon Eternity. 73 


cauſe to cry out, Bleſſed are they Pſal. 
which dwell in thy houſe, they will $4. 45 


Rill be praiſing Thee, Then ſhall all 
the bleſſed ſay, as Peter did upon 


thz mountain, It # good for us to be Matth, 
here, For, as St. Bernard (peaketh, 77. 4: 
Eternity is true riches without Bernard 
meaſure : but he adds this with- Serm.2., 
all, It is not found, unleſs it be de 9m, 
ſought with perſeverance. But S. S. 


how ſhall we fo ſeek that we 
may obtain it ? Hear what the 
good Father ſaith : By Poverty, 
by Meekneſs, and by Tears, there is 
renewed in the ſoul the ſtamp and 
image of Eternity, which com- 
prehendeth, all-times. Firſt, Po- 


verty is the way to Eternity. Bleſ- Matth;, 
ſed are the poor in ſpirit : for 5, 3, 


theirs # the Kingdom of Heaven. 


Where poor men are deſpiſed and + 


forſaken, 'there is the heart and 
the money locked up together in 
the cheſt : Where money is ex- 
pended according to the rules of 
Avarice, there is no affe& or love 
of poverty, there is no deſire 
or love of Eternity, Secondly, 
Meekneſs: By Meekneſs we © 


and 


——uc Tu dw 
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and have an aſſurance of things to 
come. Bleſſed are the meek ,- for they. 


Matth, ſhall inherit the earth. If any man ask, 


What ſha:l we ſay of bim that is 
void of Meekneſs and Patience, that 
can ſcarce at any tims ſpeak a mild 
word? What z;ains he by his impla- 
cable impatience ? What doth it 
profit him to rage and fret with in- 
dignation, to make outciies and 
tumults, to ſhew his will to do mi{- 
chiet,though he cannot efte&t what 
he would; or to conclude,to ſalute 
no man civilly, as if he werean 
enemy to all humanity and affabi- 
lity } What ſhall we ſay of ſuch 
a man ? If there be any ſuch, he 
is (ure to ſuffer loſs of goods or 
good name or both.. For the riches 
which he hath, he poſſeſſeth not, 
but keeps them like a dog, whoſe 
property is to bark at a man, to fly 
upon him, and to bite him + as for 
his good name, if he have any, he 
ſhall not augment it by the title 
of ' impatience : and as for Hea« 
ven, he loſeth that before he hath 
taken poſſeſſion of it, Thirdly, 
Tears, For by weeping and 
mourning we redeem the time 
paſt, 
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paſt, we recover what we prodigal- 


_ Ty (pent by (inning. But this mour- 


ning and (orrow muſt not laſt ſor 
an ho!.r only,or tor a day : for this 
15 nothing elſe but to do as he did, 
who at his mothers death put on 
mourning-clothes , forced torthe 
—_—_— tears, and fo went a- 
ong alter the bier,and lett her not 
til! he ſaw her buried; but the ſame 
day, or the next day after, wiped 
away all tears from his eyes, 
changed his weeping into laugh- 
ing, caſt off his mourning clothes, 
and put on colornrs. This 15 not to 
mourn in good earneſt, tv make an 
end of mourning ſv ſuddenly. But 
this wedo (alas!) too often. To 
day we make- publick confeſſion 
of our ſinnes to Ged , and hear 
Abſolution z we repent us of our 
ſfinnes, and receive the holy com- 
munion: and within a day aiter 
we {inn again with delight, and 
without fear, and oftentime> more 
grievouſly than before. We deteſt 
for the preſent the wicked courſe 
of our lite paſt ; and we return a*- 
gain to the ſame paſs, We forſwear 
the ſinns which we formerly com- 

E 2 mitted $ 
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mitted z and again the ſame day 
we commit the ſame. So with the 
ſame tongue we proclaim Chriſt 

innocent, and crucifie him aticſh, 
as if we were the true Brothers of 
Pontius Pilate, who with one and 
the ſame mouth did both abſolve 
him and condemn him, confeſling 


Luk. 23 thar he found uo cauſ? of FI 
22, 24, #im, and yet adjudging him to be 


crucified. Weare very fickle and 
inconſtant, but in nothing more 
conſtant than in the repetition of a 
vicious courſe of life. Alas 7 alas! 
we carry too much of the Moon, 
that is, Inconſtancy in our breaſt. 
Sometimes we are fo zealous and 
ſo holy, that we will not admit of 
.a cheerful countenance, for fear 
leſt it ſhould hinder our ſan&ity 
and devotion: we look demurely, 
caſting our eyes dewn to the 
ground, and knit the brows,as be- 
ing angry with our ſelves, when 
we find in our ſelves the leaſt re- 
miſsneſs or coldneſs in holy dus» 
ties. But this ſan&ity and devotion 
doth never continue long : after 
a while we begin to hate even pi- 
ety .it ſelf: and the ſtream being 
turned, 
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turned, we turn again to our for- 
mer riot and intemperance ; and 
we are as ready to diſſolve the 
knot of friendſhip made betwixt 
God and us,as at the firit we were 
unwilling to have it knit. At length 
Piety, attended with ſorrow and 
repentance, preſents her felt again 
unto us, and puts to flight lalcivi- 
ouſnefs, until rke time comes that 
we begin to repent ns of our repen - 
tance, So weſeldom continue long 
in any honeſt and godly courſe, for 
it ſeems unto us. too laborious : and 
at every light beck we row down 
the tream of our former unclean- 
neſs. >uch is the inconſta: cy of 
ourkfe, that it preſents unto our 
minds all ſorts of pleaſures and 
vices. We make an outward ſhew 
of adoring virtue: but in heart 
and mad we fall down and wor- 
ſhipvicez a mott laborious kind 
of ſervice, This is not the way 
unto Eternity, unleſs it be of pu- 
niſhment and torments which ſhall 
have noend. 

Let us ſingle out one Chriſtian 
man of many, and ſuch a one 
eſpecially as is moſt addicted to his, 
E 3 pleaſure ; 
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pleaſure; let us carry him along 
with us to the monthof a fu nace 
red hot and flaming; and then let 
15 begin 10 queſtion him aiter this 
manner ;: How much pleaſure 
wonidett thou ask to continue 
hurnirg in this furn ce for one 
day ?-He will anſwer to this un- 
donbtedly,I would not be termen» 
ted in theſe fl:mes for one day, to 
gain the whole world and all the 
plesſures in the world Butlet us 
ropound anc.ler condition unto 
him, What reward wou!dſithou as 
to endare this fire only for half a 
day ? Propound what reward you 
will,ther? is nothing {o delicateyſ9 
precious, fo dear unto me, which I 
would be willing to buy at ſo dear 
a price,as theſe torments.But to try 
once more, What reward and plea- 
ſure wouldſt thou ack to.ge.into 
this furnace, and to ſtay there Þiit 
one hour ? His anſwer certainly 
will be this, Let the moſt covetous 
2nd impudent man in the. world 
ask what he can, that is nob to be 
comnared with the unutterable & 
unſufferable ſcorchings & torments 
of this fire, though they m_ 
d 
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laſt bat for one hour. If theſe an- 
ſwers be good and agreeable to 
right reaſon, How comes it to paſs, 
O God, that for a little gain, and 
that but vile, 'or deceitful honour, 
and that \ugitive, for filthy plea- 
(ures, and that not long, ſo many 
men ſo little rezard Eternal puniſh- 
ment in Hell-fire ? We cannot bez 
perſwaded with any reward, no 
though it be to gain a whole world 
to ſtay but for one hour in fire Tem:- 
poral : and yet,if either gain at any 
time inviteth us, or if honour ſmi- 
leth upon us, or pleaſure allureth 
us,we never fear Hell and hk e Eter- 
nal, But thou wilt ſay, I hope for 
better; God is merciful, and his 
govdne(s will not ſuffer me to de- 
ſpair,-or to be terrified with the 
ſear of evil to come. S$S)» indeed 
we are wont to ſpeak : and the 
words in themſelves are nor im- 
pious, 1* onr works were pious. 
But for the moſt part our works 
are ſuch, that if we rightly conſi- 
der them, we have little cauſe to 
hope for mercy. It 1s a very dange- 
rous and fooliſh part, for a man 
toliveina conſtant courſe of un- 
E 4 godiinefs, 
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godlineſs and to hope for Eter- 
nity amongſt the bleſſed Alas ! 
one fin is ſufficient to condemn us, 
Knoweſt thou not what Chriſt hath 

Matth threatned in the Goſpel? Whoſoever 
5+ 22, ſha'lſay unto his brother, Thou fcol, 
ſhall be i2 danger of Hell fire, Know- 

eſt thou not what Chriſt hath for- 

28, bidden ? Wheſvever looketh upon a 
woman to luft aftey hey, hath commit- 

ted Adultery with her already in his 
heart.Knoweſt thou not what Chriſt 

Matth, hath premoniſhed ? Xzr every one 
7 21s that ſaith Lord, Lord, ſoall enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaves: but he which 

doth the Will of my Father which is in 
heaven, Knoweſt thou not that 
Chriſt (hall ſhut many out of the 

AMatth, gate ? He that loveth father or mo- 

10. 37, ther more than me, is not worthy of 

38. me: And he that t-keth not bus croſs 
and followweth aftcy me, is not wor- 

thy.of me. Knoweſt thou not what 
Chriſt hath openly and plainly 

Matth, ſaid, and again repeated ? Many 

20.16, be called, but few choſen : Feay 

& 22, indeed, yea very few. Knoweſt 

14- thou ngt how often Chriſt hath 

4atth; exhorted to amendment of life ? 

18. J- Except ye be converted , and be- 

come 


#pon Eternity. 


3x 


come 4s little children, ye ſhall not en- 


ter into the Kingdom of Heaven, If 8. 
thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut 
them off, and catt them from thee : It 


# better for thee to enter into life, halt 
and maimed, rather than having two 


hands, oy two feet ,to be ca#t into ever- 


lafting fire. Except ye repent, ye ſhall Luke 


all likewiſe periſh. And not long 
alter, Strive to entey in at the ftraight 
gate : for many,l ſay unto you, will 
ſeek to enter in, and Jhall not be able, 
Enoweſt thou not how expreſly 
Saint Paul recites up all thoſe 
things that hinder us from entring 
into that bleſſed Eternity ? The 
works of the fleſh are manife#t, which 
are theſe, Adultery, Fornication , 
Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Idola- 
try, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, 
Emnlations, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, 
Hereſies, Envyings, Murdeys, Drunk- 
enueſs, Revellings, and ſuch like: 
of the which I tell you before, as I 
have told you in time pat, that they 
which do ſuch things , ſhall not in- 
herit the Kingdom of God, Now 
if any man beguilty to himſelf of 
any ove of thele finnes here rec- 
koued up,and is not fo prieved lop 

E $ 't, 


13.3» 
24. 


Gal, 5, 
19, 20, 


” 


Pla!. 
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it, that he ſeeks by all means poſ- 
ſible to avoid it for the time to 
come, he may ſing to himſelf if 
he will, this vain Spero, I hope, 
and I hope : but this mans hope 1s 
indeed none at all, but mere raſh- 
neſs and preſumption. For a man to 
adventure the d:nger of ſtripes 
and blows, is an evil that may be 
born. To loſe at play an hundred 
or a thouſand Florens, 1sa great 
misfortune, but may be endured, 
To lay his hezd at flake, and to 
bring his life in danger\,is a bad ad- 
ventu:e: but at the worſt it is but 
loſs of life,and that loſs is not of all 
other the greateſt. But to hazard 
the eternal ſalvation both of body 
and foul,by living at uncertainties, 
by hoping in words,and deſpairing 
in works,nullitying hope by a wic- 
ked and ungodly life: thisis the 
extreameſt ot allevils: this is the 
moſt grievous misfortunea mancan 
fall into : thi; is moſt pernicious 
raſhaeſs ind boldneſs: this 1s exe 
tream folly ar.d madneſs, Now con- 
freer this, ye that ſorget God, left he 
tear you in feces, and there be none to0 
acliutr 194, 


CHAP, 
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CHAT LI 


That the wway of Eternity # diligently 
and carefuily to be ſought aſter, 


Ft every Chriſtian man there- 
fore often ask himſelf, and 
others allo which are in the place 
of Ged, this queſtion, What ſhall 
Ido that I may obtain bleſſed Z- 
termity, Or Eternal bleſſednels ? 
Aml in the right way that leadeth 
unto Eternity ? Something I doin» 
deed, but it is but very little, and 
not worth ſpeaking ot, I thirſt and 
breathe after the zoyes which are 
immortal and Eternal : but few 
are my works, cold andimperiett 
at the beſt, and alroget her unwor- 
thy o* an Eternal reward. 1 think 
it long til] I arrive at the haven: 
but 1 am afraid of the troub!elome 
waves and tempeits by the way ? 
when as yet noiwwithſianding that 
15 the (ateſt and beſt way unto hea» 
ven,which is molt rough and nar- 
row. This the very Truth it felt of 
Gods mouth pronounceth, and 
Chriſt proclaimeth, ſaving, Enter 
4 
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Matth, ye in at the fPrait gate : For wide ts the 
17. 13-2ate, and broad is the way that leadeth 

10 defliruttion, and many there be 
(alack! too many) that go i# thereat, 

14. Becanſe ftrait ts the gate, and narrow 
5 the way which leadeth unto life, and 

few there be (alack! too few )that find 

it, Again, Strive to enter in at the 

Luke FRryait gate : For many ſay unto you, 
13, 24» will ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not be 

able.Oh what a feariu] word is that, 
MANY; and that, FEW! 
How ſhould it make us tremble ! 
But we miſerable men deceive our 
ſelves, raſhly promiſing unto our 
ſelves Eternity: and yet [| can- 
not tell whether we may be more 
truly ſaid to hope, or to dream, 
that we ſhal) be reckoned amongſt 
thoſe few before mentioned, 
Would to God now, even n0w 
> Cor, Whileſt it « the accepted time, and 
6. 2. the day of ſalvation, we would 
have a diligent and an intent eye 
upon Eternity, and reaſon thus 
with our ſelves : Alas ! What is all 
this that ſuffer z Or, that I ſee 
others ſuffer ? It is nothing it it be 
compared with Eternity, What if I 
could reckon up as many labours 
and 


þ 
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and perils as Saint Pau} himſelf 
did undergo, as they are by him 
ſet down in his ſecond Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, and the eleventh 


Chapter ? If I ſhould endure hun- 2 Cor, 
ger and thirf, enmities and inju- 11, 27. 


ries, ſickneſs and poverty ? Yea 
more, what it I were foned with 
Saint Paul, and beaten with rods ? 
What if I ſuffered ſhipwrack 2 All 
theſe are nothing to puniſhments 
Eternal, Therefore in all adverſity, 


25, 


I muſt thus think with my elf, I >{,1, 


ſhall ſee an end cf all. 
The Prophet Daniel having rec. 
koned up ſundry calamities, at 


119, 96 


length addeth theſe words, Even Dane! 
10 the time of the end: becauſe it us 11.35» 


yet | for a time appointed, Come 
hither, come hither all ye that are 
in affi&ton, in forrow, need, (ick- 
neſs, or any other calamity. Why 
do yedrown your ſelves in your 
own tears ? why do ye make your 
life bitter unto you with impa- 
tience and complaining ? Here is 
comfort for you , great comfort 
drawn from the time of that ſuf- 
fering. Are divers calamities upon 
you ? Be not caſt down; havea 
good 


Ecclubs 
I, 2 3* 
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good eourage : they ſhall contis 
nue only for a time; Do ye ſuf. 
fer contumely and reproach ? are 
ye wearied with injuries?areother 
troubles multiplied upon you ? 
ceaſe to lament ; all theſe ſhall laſt 
but for a time 3 they ſhall not laſt for 
everzyour ſighing ſhallhave an end, 

Tears may diſtill from your 
eyes for a time; but ſighes and 
groans fhall not ariſe from your 
hearts for ever, The time 1s at 
hand, when you ſhall be delivered 
from all grief; and be tranſlated 
unto everlaſting happine(s. This 
1s moſt clear by that in Ecelefta#tr- 
can, A patient man Will hear for a 
time, and afterward joy ſhall ſpring 
up unto him, But ye alſo which 
think your felves the onely hap- 
py men on earth, ani the darlings 
of the world, know thus much, 
and be not proud, neither lift 
up your horn; All your ſeeming 
happineſs (tor it is no more at the 
beſt) hath but ſhort and narrow 
bounds and limits, and is quickly 
paſſed over, Your triumphing 15 
but for a time ; your golden dreams 
laſt but Jer @ time; after a time, 


ang 


| 
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and that not long. death will com- 
mand you to put off Fortunes pain= 
ted vizard, and ſtand amongſt the 
croud. Then ſhall ye truly appear (0 
much the more unhappy, by how 
much the more ye {eemed to your 
ſelves before, in your own fooliſh 
imaginations,moſt happy. There- 
fore whether ſorrow or joy, all is 
but for a time in this world, It is 
Eternity alone which is not conclus 
ded within any bounds of time. 
Whether therefore the body ſuff:r 
or the mind;whether we loſeriches 
or honors;zwhetker our patiencebe 
exerciſed by ſorrow or grief,caresx, 
or any affli&ions, inward or out- 
ward allis but painted and momen- 
tany, it we think upon Eternal pu- 
niſhments For when filty thouſand 
years ſhall be paſſed alter the day of 
Judgment, - ſhall ſtill remain 
fifty thouſand Millions of years ; 
and when thoſe likewiſe are paſſed, 
there ſhall ſtill remain more and 
more, and yet more Millions of 
years, and there hall never be an 
end. But who thinks upon theſe 
things? who weighs and conſiders 
them well with himſelf ? Some- 
times 
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times we ſeem to have ſavour of 
things Eternal:but we are toſſed up 
and down with the motions and 
thoughts of things paſt,and things 
future; our heart wavereth, and 1s 
full of vanity. Who will eſtabliſh it, 
and ſet it in a ſure place,that it may 
ſtand a while,and ſtanding admire, 
and admiring be raviſht with the 
ſplendor of Eternity,which always 
ſtands, and never paſſeth away ? 
H4ugnf, Well did Myrogenes, when Enfta. 
lib. 1x, chius Archbiſhop of Feruſalem ſent 
conf. gifts unto him, he did very well, I 
cap, 11, lay, in refuſing them, and ſaying, 
Do but one thing for me,Only pray 
for me, that I may be delivered 
from Eternal torment, Neither was 
Tull, Trally out of the way. when he ſaid, 
Tuſc, No humane thing can ſeem great 
que, unto a wiſe man, who hath the 
lib. 3, knowledg of all Erernity,and of the 
magnitude of the whole world. But 
Francs, the Authcr of the Order 
of the Franciſcans, hath a ſaying 
far better than that of Tully, The 
_—_ that is here, ſaith he, ts 
ut ſhort ; but the puniſhment fhat 
fhall be hereafter, is infinite: The 


tabour that is here, is but ſmall ; 
but 
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but the glory which ſhall be here- 
alter,is Eteroal. Take your choice. 
Many are called,few cho'ſengbur all 
rewarded according to their 
works. 

Let us haſten onr repentance 
therefore,whileſt we have time. lt 
is better, ſaith Gmuerricus, to be Gnerre 
purged by water than by fire, and Serm. 
it is far eaſter. Now is the time for de Vari. 
repentancez Let our timely re- 
pentancetherefore prevent puniſh. 
ment, Whoſcever is afraid of the 
hoar froſt, the ſnow fhall fall upon 
him ; he which feareth the leſſer 
detriment, ſhall ſuffer a greater ; 
he which will not undergo the 
leight burden of Repentance,ſhall 
| be lorced to undergo the moſt hea- 
vy burden and moſt grievous pu- 
ni[ſhment of Hell, S. Gregory hath Greg. 
a faying to this purpoſe z Some 
faith he, whileſt they are afraid of 
Temporal puniſhments run them- 
ſelves upon Eternal puniſhments. 
Hither we may add that of Pacj. Pacian. 
au 3 Remember, ſaith he, that in 
hell there is no place for conſefſion 
of lins, no place for Repentance z 

r then it is too late to repent,and 


the 


lapſ. 
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the time is paſt. Make haſte there- 
fore whileſt you are in the way. We 
are afra d of Temporal fire, and the 
Executi»ners hands; but what are 
theſe to the claws of tormenting 


eAmbr, Devils, and the Everlafting fire ot 
cap. 8. Hell ? The Counſel of Saint Am- 
ad virg, broſe toa lapſed Virgin fits well in 


this place, 

True Repentance, ſaith he, 
ought not1o be in word only, but 
indeedz and this is trne Repense 
tance indeed, if thou ſ(etteſt before 
thine eyes from what glorythou art 
fallens and conſidereſt with thy 
ſelf out of what book thy name 1s 
blotted ; and believeſt that now 
thou art near unto utter dirknef*s, 
where there is weeping and gnaſh- 
ing of teeth without end. And 
when thou art certainly perſwaded 
that theſe things are true,as indeed 


- they are, ſe-ing that the ſoul that 


ſinneth is in danger of Hell fire, 
and there 15 n» means after Ba- 
ptiſm left to eſcape, but onely Re- 
pentance ; be content to ſuffer any 


labour, and to undergo any affli- 


&ion, to be freed 'rom Eternal pu- 
niſhment. The diſeaſes of the ex 
y 


#pou Eternity. or 
dy move the ſick man to purge the 
body : Let the diſeaſes of our ſouls 
move us alſo to take the purgation 
of repentance:let the deſire of our 
ſalvation move us : let the ferr of 
Eternal death and Eternal tor- 
ment move us: let the hope of at- 
taining Eternal life and Eternal 
glory more us. Let us embrace that 
which purgeth the ſoul and let us 
eſchew that which polluteth it. 
And nothing defiles the foul more 
than a filthy body. Faithtul is this 
counſel of Saint Ambroſe, and 
worthy of us to be embraced. 

O Chriſt Jeſus, grant unto us 
that we may fo poſſels tnings 
tranſitory and temporal , that fi- 
nally we loſe not the things which 
ire Eternal : and give us grace to 
wilk in their teys, and to follow 
their good example, of whom 


8. Auguiine ſpeaketh ; Many there 4yug,q 


:'e, faith he, that willingly come 
under the yoke, and of proud and 
hwghty men, become humble and 
lowly, deſiring to be what before 
they deſpiſed, and hating to be 
what before they were ; paſſing by, 
like rangers, things preſent, and 
making 
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making haſte with greedinels after 
things to come. They pant in their 
running towards their Eternal 
Country, preferring Abſtinence be- 
fore Fulne(s, Watching before 
Sleep, and Poverty betore Riches, 
accoun ing labour in the conqueſt 
of vice+ to be but pleaſure, loving 
theiren:mies, palling by injuries 3 
and all ior the hope of an Eternal 
reward. nd who then would not 
\uffer an» extremity and labour, 
to purchaſe unto themſelves an 
Eternal reward ? 


9 7. 


Ihave conlidered the dayes 
of old the Fe ares ofantient 


times Ps: 76.5. 
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THE FOURTH 
CONSIDERATION, 


| Upon 
| EZERXITIE. 


How bolyDavid melitated p61 Fter” 
| pity: and bow, = ſhould imitat® 
him, 8 


"Hat Gag Fs Puifith the 
' Apoftate?4ugels ind men 
condemned ar the laſt Yay, 
with Eternal purniſhments,this hath 
ſeemed ſo ſtrange to ſome and- ſo 
incredible, that Origen himſelf, 'a 
man otherwiſe'of an admirable wit- 
andexcellent learning, very well 
Killed in Scripture, hath been fo 
bold as to teach, that the Devils 
and the- Damned after a certain 
time, when they (hall be ſufficient- 
ly purged by the fire from } cvany 
nnf, 


9). 


tate 
Dez. 


Oc. 


46. 


Matth- Depart from me ye curſe 
25. 41teverlafting fire: And again, And 
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ſinns, ſhall at length be reſtored to 


Lib. 21.grace But S. Auguftine and others 
Decivi- convince him and condemn him of 


this his error. Yet notwithſtanding 
this ercor hath found in the world 


cap. 23. many favourers. Certain Hereticks 


called the 4#iti, have diſſeminated 
and ſcattered it throughout Spain, 
by divers their interprerations. 
Some thought thata!l the damned, 
others that Chriſtians only, others 
that Catholicks only, others that 
thoſe only that had been more li- 
beral than others in giving «f 
alms , ſhould be delivered at 
length out of Hell. Though Saint 
Augufline hath not refuted theſe 
their errors, yet the koly writ 
hath done it plainly and I oy. 

into 


theſe ſhall go away iato everlaſt- 
ing puniſhnent, but the righte- 
ou inte life Eternal Here no 
Gloſſes or Interpretations will 
ſerve their turn to defend their er- 
rours. Wherefore the Divine Pſal- 
mift King David, #hough he de- 
lighted much in the conſideration 
of both times,that which was Rn. 
al 
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and that which was to come, yet 
he had an eye more eſpecially to 
that which was to come. Mine eyes, Þ ſal. | 
ſaith he, prevent the night-watches ; MO. 
and again in another place, Thos 148. 
holdef# mine eyes waking : 1 am ſo Þſal. | 
troubled that 1 cannot ſpeak, What 77+ 41 
was it, Bleſſed Prophet, that thus 
broke thy fleep ? What buſineſs 
hadf thou to do fo early, before 
day-light ? What cauſed thee (o | 
to keep ſilence and to be troubled . 
in mind ? Hear what he ſaith: 1®/!. 
have confidered the days of old, and the 77+ 5+ 
years of ancient times, and the years | 
of Eternity I have had in my 
mind, Lo, this was the thing 
that broke his ſleep, when he com- 
pared the years that were paſt with 

the yeares which were to come, 

and with Eternity, Neither dic. 

he thus in the day only, but Icall - 
to remembrance, faith he, my ſong © 
is the night: I commune with mine 
ews heart, and my ſpirit made diligent 
ſearch. And what moved him to this | 
nightly exerciſe? Wi# the Lord cafl | 
off for ever ? and will he be favonr- 
able no more ? tu his merey cieaw your 
for ever ? Sec bow he fears 'and 
| EF trembles | 
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trembles at the very conſideration 
of Eternity, how he is afraid of 
Gods judgments, leſt God ſhould 
puniſh them with Eterxal puniſh- 
ment. And what 1s the end and 
effect of this Meditation ? And I 
ſaid, This ts mine infirmity : But I 
will remember, 3c, or, Now I 
will begin. 86 in an inſtant, at the 
veryſame minute,he became better 
than he was, and delayed not,nei- 
ther did he defer his Repentance, 
and put it off till worſe years ; 
But, ſaith he, Now I will begin, 
now I will live a more godly lite 
than I have done. He faith not, 
After ſuch an hour, or after ſuch a 
day z but, Now, even now, I, will 
ſome men ſay , if I were as David 
was: if I could meditate of Eterui- 
ty as bleſſed David did, it may be 
then I would readily and with a- 
lacrity ſay with David, Now I 4will 
begin : But Iam ſo intanged with 
daily cares,ſo hindred with world- 
ly buſineſs, (o diſtrated into di- 


vers parts one way or other, that | 


cannot. I live amongſt men ; I fee 
and hear much evil; have no time 
.or leifure once to have ſo: good a 
thought 


—_— — — 
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thought in mind as the thought of 
Eterniity, When we meet toge- 
ther in company to make merry, 
amidſt our ſports, and amongſt our 
cups, we never confer about ſuch 
grave points: our minds wander 
up and down about many things, 
and cannot then fix themſelves 
upon theconſideration of Eternity, 
At our feaſts and merry-meetings 
we take our cups, and pleaſe our 
ſelves in making jeſts : Thoughts 
of Eternity are too ſevere, too ſad 
and melancholick to be entertain» 
edby us; we baniſh ſuch out of 
our company. We enquire what 
news out ot Jtaly, or France, or 
Spain, That which you tell us of 
ſo often concerning Heaven and 
Hell, is now old, and grown ſtale. 
We know it well enough already : 
what need you repeat it ſo often, 
till we loath it ? So by this means 
there is no place or time left once 
to think upon Eternity.O Chriſtian 
brother, 1t is true indeed which 
thou ſayeſt, I cannot deny it, But 
could wiſh thou wouldft be as rea» 
dy & forward to amend thy fault, 
as toconfeſs it. It is too clear and 

F 2 mani- 
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wanifeſt, we ſee it with our eyes, 
that there is little or no care in the 
world of Eternity ,. althouzh one 
thing or other every day ſtill puts 
us in mind of it. 


The Book of the Rites and Ce- 


remonies of the Church of Rome at 
the Conſecration of their Biſhops 
doth appoint theſe words to be re- 
Cc ted, Annos Eteruos in mente 
habe, Keep ſtill in mind the years of 
Eternity ; or, Think upon Eternity, 
For when the Pope new ele&, in 
a ſolemn manner 1s carried along 
to S, Peters Church, there goes one 
before bim; having in his hand 
burning flax, and ſhaking it he re- 
peateth thrice theſe words, Pater 
Sante, fic tranſitgloria mundi, Hol 
Father, ſo theglory of the world paſſe 
eth aqgay.It were a devout and god- 
ly practice, if we did every day at 
the beginning and end. of all our 
actions, ſay unto our ſelves theſe 
words, 4unos /Aternos in mente habe, 
Think upon Eternity, But eſpecial- 
ly when we are tempted unto any 
n, when the Devil ſuggeſts: and 
puts into .our minds ill thoughts, 
and when our Conſcience 1s in 
danger 
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dangerof being wounded, O then 
Think upon Eternity, 


CHAP. L 


Divers almouitions t9 think upon 
Eternity. 


PP King of Macedon appoint- 
ed a certain noble young man 
toſalute him thrice every morning 
after this manner, *hilippe, homo es 3 
Remember Philip, Thou art but a mans 
that being put daily in mind of his 
mortality, he might carry himſelf 
towards mortal men like a mcrtal 
man.Much more ought every good 
Chriſtian man, and true member 
of the Catholick Church, be a mo- 
nitor unto himſelf, and with due 
conſideration thrice at the leaſt 
every day fiy to himſelf, EZtermity, 
Et ruity, Eternity! Why (0? Set 
thine houſe in order ((aith the Pro- 
phet to King Hezekiah); For thow 

fhate die and not live. There will 
come an evening for certain, afrer 
which thou (halt ſeeno morning z 

or there will comea morning,after 

which thou ſhalt (ee no evening. 

Have an eſpecial care therefore in 
all thy a&ions,that thou woundeſ 
X T 1 not 
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not thy Conſcience ; and truſt not 
too far to thoſe things that periſh, 
for fear leſt thou thy ſelf together 
with them doſt likewiſe periſh, 
and finally loſe the things that are 
Eternal, 

At is a cuſtome in Germany, and 
not to be diſtiked, mn theevening 
when a Candle is firſt lighted, 
or brought into a room, to ſay, 
Dews aet mobs Iucem Aternam » 
God grant unto us light Eternal. 
We ſhall do well to imitate the 
Germans in this cuſtom : or rather 
It is already in uſe, and hath been 
long ago in many parts of this 
Kinsdom, to ſay, God grant 4 the 
light of heaven, It is very good daily 
to pt us 1n mind of Eternity. 

There is likewiſe a Kind of Eter- 
nity in ſlavery and impriſonment, 
but infamous and horrible. It is a 
cruel puniſhment, and worſe than 
death it felf in ſome mens. judg- 
ment, to be condemned to perpe= 
tual impriſonment, or tobe a per- 
petual Gally-flave. 

Thoſe which are oppreſſed with 
ſickne(; or other ſorrows, do like- 
wiſe imagin with themſelves, that 

even 


© cac outage. av. ate threre* "Ee 


upon Eternity. 103 


even in their ſufferings there is 
a kind of | Eternity, Whence it 
comes to paſs that we often hear 
them utter ſuch diſtempered ſpee- 
ches as theſe, Will this la#t alzwaye,? 
Shall I flill without end be nailed fat 
to my bed ? ſhall I ſuffer theſe pains 
and ſorrows perpetually ? Shall I al- 
ways be thus vexed and tormented ? 
Alack! theſe Eternities are but 
ſhort,and ſoon come to an end.But 
if it be fo grievous to fleſh and 
blood to endure ilavery or impri- 
ſonment here on earth,though but 
fora moment (for our life is no 
longer, according to David's mea- 
ſure, but a ſpan, which is very 
ſhort) what care and diligence, 
and what circumſpe&ion ought 
we to uſe, that we be not caſt into 
the priſon of hel, and rmto the fa- 
thomleſs pit, where there is flavery 
and impriſonment, pain and tor- 
ment, to be endured throughout 
all age*, beyond all times, even to 
all Eternity ! 
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CHAP. II. 


1 hat Eternity tranſcends all unmbers 
of Arithmetick, 


Here is a very common and 

well known Arithmetick, 

which children are taught when 
they firſt go to School 3 and this is 
it, Suppoſe there was a mountain 
of very fine ſand as big as the 
whole earth, or rather much big- 
ver : then ſuppoſe that every 
year an Angel ſhould take from 
this mountain one, and but one 
grain of ſand: how many thou- 
tand, and thouſand, and again I 
lay thouſand , yea how many 
hundred thoufand, and yet more, 
how many thouſand millions of 
yeirs mult there needs pals, be- 
fore it can be perceived that the 
mountain 15 grown lefs, or any 
whit diminiſhed ? Let a man that 
1s sKilful in Arithmetick fit down, 
and begin to caſt, how many 
years muſt paſs before the moun- 
tain, or hal: the mountain be re- 
moved by the Angel. Certainly 
we cannot conceive that ever he 
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fhall be able to caſt up the total 
number of the ſand. But herein 
are we miſtaken ; for although we 
cannot conceive ir poſlible to be 
done, yet it miy be done, But E- 
ternity exceeds this number of 
years beyond all compariſon, it is 
moſt certain: for berween a thing 
finite and a thing infinite there « 
u0 compariſon, 'n0 proportion, Eter- 
#ity hath no. limits, no terms, 
no bounds, none at all. But fup- 
poſe the damned ſhould burn 1n 
Hell no longer, than till the 
mountain by grain after grain, 
yearafter year, ſhould by tne 
Angel be quite: removed : yer 
what an incomprehenſible num- 
ber of years mult firſt pal, be- 
fore-they.can-expett to lee the day 
of deliverance ! But (alas!) there 
1s no ſuch day to be expeted ;. 
their torments ſhall have no end : 
After that incomprehenſible num- 
ber of years, it ſhall be truly 
ſaid, Now beginneth their Eter- 
nity, their Eternity is not in any 
part expired, they are as far from: 
the end of their torments as they 
were. at the. beginning, Aſter a; 
EF .] thou 


Cor u0- 
lizs a 
Lapide 
in c,15. 
Exod. 


to6 The fourth Conſideration 


thouſand years,yea aftera hundred 
thouſand years, there ſhall not be 
an end, or middle, or beginning of 
Eternity: for the meaſure of Eter« 
nity is Alwayes. The ſame art of 
Arithmetick about the buſineſs of 
Eternity, 4 late Divene teacheth, 
in words {omew hat different, but 
in meaning all one with the for- 
mer. I theretore add it, becauſe a 
man can never ſufficiently think 
or ſpeak of it, Conſider, faith he, 
what is the length of Eternity, How 
long ſhall God and his Saints 
reign ? How long ſhall the dam- 
ned burn in Hell ? For ever. How 
long is that ? Imagine an hun- 
dred thouſand years. Alas! That 
is nothing in reſpe& of Eternity. 
Imagine ten hundred thouſand 

ears, yea ſo many ages : Yet that 
15 nothing, Eternity is ſtill as long 
as it was. Imagine a thouſand 
millions of years: And yet that is 
nothing. Eternity is not a with 
ſhortened. Imagine yet more a 
1 00000000000000 00000000C000009C0 1 
thouſand-theuſand 3 thouſand- 
thouſand 5 thouſand- thouſand 5 
thouſand - thouſand - Millions of 
years, 
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ears. Imagine, I ſay. the damned 
ſhould burn in Hell ſo many 
years, and yet thou haſt not- 
fornd the very beginning of Eter- 
nity, Imagine once more ſo ma- 
ny millions of millions of years 
as there are drops in the Sea, 
and yet thou art not come to 
the beginning of Eterzity. Such 
for continuance is the Eternity 
of joy into which the bleſſed ſhall 
enter, and the Eternity of torments 
which the damned ſhall ſuffer. O 
Jeſus ſpare us, ſpare us O ſeſus, O 
Jeſus ſave us. Have mercy upon us,. 
O good Jeſus, and ſuffer us not to 
be plunged headlong into the bot- 
tomleſs pit, to be tormented with 
the damned for all Eternity, 

But yet if God would but fay 
unto the damned, Let the earth be 
covered with moſt fine ſand, and 
let the world be filled therewith, 
and let it be heaped up ſo high as 
heaven, and then let an Angel 
come once in every thouſand 
years, and take one grain of ſand 
out of this heap; when after ſo ma» 
ny thouſand years as there be 
grains of ſand,the Angel ſhall have 
removed. 
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removed the whole heap,then will 
I deliver you out of Hell : Oh how 
would the damned exult and re- 
Joyce and not think theml(elves 
damned ! But (alas) after ſo many 
thouſands of years, there remain 
yet more, and more, and infinite 
more, to all Ezernity, even for ever 
and ever. This is that heavyweight 


that ſo preſſeth the damned. Let 


every one therefore that ſinneth, 
conſider with himſelf, and again,l[ 
ſay, let him conſider, that unleſs 
he repent, he ſhall be preſſed and 
groan under this heayy weight of 
Eternity, 

Guilielmus Peraldus, Biſhop of 
Lions, a very religious and learned 
man, hath another manner of rec- 
koning,meditating upon the innu- 
merable number of years through- 
out which the damned ſhall be tor- 
mented. If the damned, faith he, 
thould every day diſtil] from their 
eyes but one ſmall tear, and thoſe 
tears ſhould be added together day 
aſter day, they would at length far 
exceed the drops of the Ocean : for 
they have their number and mea- 
fure;zand it is eaſie with God to ſay, 
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So many are the drops of the Oce- 
an and no more ; but the tears of 
the damned exceed all number and 


+ meaſure. Alas! Alas! How little do 


we think upon theſe things! How 
freely and wiltully do we ſin, and 
make our ſelves guilty of Eternal 
puniſhment, and that oftentimes 
for a very little ſhort and filthy 
pleaſure ? 

Yet there remains one way more, 
of caſting up this numberleſs 
number of years: Suppoſe there 
were a ſchedule of Parchment a 
ſpan broad , but ſo long that it 
would begirt and incircle the 
whole Globe of the Earth : and 
ſuppoſe it were written. all over 
very cloſe with figures of 9, from 
oneend to another : who ſo skil- 
ful an Arithmetician, that can tell 
the number thereot? What Moun- 
tain ſo great, that conſiſteth of (0 
many grains of duſt or ſand? What 
Ocean ſo vaſt., that contaiveth 
within it ſo many drops of water? 
And yet this is nothing to Eterni- 
29: it ſtretcheth itſelf turther than 
foz it knows no bounds ; it is ex + 
tended beyond all meajure. ot 

OW: 
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how far is it extended ? It 15 ex- 
tended infinitely and without end. 
If thy heart {O Chriſtian man) be 
not turned into a ſtone, it cannot 
bat melt at the conſideration of 
theſe things, and the very thought 
of the bottomleſs pit and Eterwal 
puniſhment will make thee fear 
and tremble, If there be any ſenſe 
in thee,here it will ſhew 1t {elf.But 
as I ſaid before, too few think up- 
on theſe things 5 and too many live 
fo ſecure of their falvation, as if 
there were no Heaven, no God,no 
Hell,nor Eternity. Every day they 
heap-up' fir upon ſin , as if they 
Izboured and ſtudied to make their 
laſt day to exceed'the former, for 
the meaſure and number of their 
fins: and fo they paſs unto Eter- 
nity (porting and playing, as if 
they went to priſon but for a few 
weeks or days. Such men as theſe, 
ſaith Saint Gregory , when they 
ſhould be mourning for their 
fins, they are dancing for their 
_ ;and when they ſhould be 
eriouſly meditating upon death, 
they run laughing unto executi- 
on, This is blindneſs indeed, this 
is. 
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is oblivious madneſs. For this. 
ſhort life which is but the ſhadow 
of Eternity, we labour beyond all 
meaſure 3 but for the life which 
is Eternal, and moſt happy, we 
ſcarce take any pains at al : And 
yet the not obtaining of this life is 
the incurring of Eternal death ; 
which as it is a torment more grie- 
vous than all the torments of this 
life, ſo in this it is moſt grievous, 
that there isno reſt or mitigation 
. of pain, no not for one ſhort hour 
in the infinite ſpace of all Eternity, 


CHAP. IIL.- 


What effeÞ and fruit the conſideration 
of Eternity bringeth forth, 


ND this is it that hath made 

ſo many good Chriſtians, and 
ſo many holy Martyrs ſo prompt 
and ready to ſuffer any torments, 
and any kind of death, that even 
in their greateſt pains, when they 
lay wallowing in their own blood, 
they were moſt ſtout and couragi- 
ous, and with a conſtant look and' 
chearful countenance inſulted 0- 
ver their Tormentors, They had the 
years 
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gears of Eternity in mind. This 
ts it that hath made the world 
ſeem diſtaſteful and unpleaſant un- 
to many, inſorauch that they have 
taken their leave of all pleaſures, 
and embraced and entertained a ſe» 
vere and ſtri& courſe of life,giving 
themſelves wholly to reading, me- 
ditatiog and prayer, and ſuch ho- 
ly duties, minding heaven, and 
heavenly things. They had the 
years of Eternity in mind, The 
thought of Eternity will make 
all things-<in this life ſeem eaſe 
and pleaſant, though to fiz{h and 
blood they ſeem moſt grievous and 
unpleaſant. It makes all labours 
ſeem light and very ſhort. Prayer, 
ſudy,watching,and ſuch like holy 
duties it commends unto us, and 
makes them ſeem amiable. It ſea- 
ſons and ſweetens hunger and 
thirſt. It mitigates the ſenſe of 
pinching poverty. It makes all 
manner of croſſes in this life not 
only tolerable, but alſo grateful 
and comfortable, Whoſoever hath 
the years of Eternity in mind, 
and imprints them within, deeper 
and deeper by daily meditation, 

| ſhunneth 
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ſhunneth no labour, neither is 
daunted with any loſſes, Offer him 
a Kingdom, offer him all the de- 
lights and pleaſures in the World : 
and he will not ehange his poor 
eſtate and condition for them. Such 
a man as this is nevercomplainingz 
he endures all things , he ſubmits 
himſelf to all. For thus he thinks 
with himſelf, What a ſmall thing 
is this or that, that or this, and of 
how ſhort continuance ! I will 
therefore endure it patiently; it 
will not laſt alwayes. It is but for 
an hour, and that a very ſhort 
one, that mine enemies here op- 
preſs me. Well, go to yedetra» 
&ors, bite me ſtill, if ye will, ye 
envious I will not run from you. 
Thisis your hour and the power 
of darkneſs : But I expe& the day 
of the Lord, andthe day of Eter- 
#ityz and why ſhould 1 afMi& and 
torment my ſelf with ſorrow and 
lamentation ? All this life is but a 
death of one hour : The victory 
is not d.ficult z but the triumph is 
Eternal. Why ſhould 1 beafraid 
of the raging waves of this trou- 
bleſome world? I have ſight of the 
haven 
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haven already, Now it rains and 

, thunders upon the heads of the 
good and godly; but the ſtorm will 

ſhortly blow over. But upon his e- 

nemies God {hall always rain 

fire and brimſtone, ſtorm and tzm- 

peſt : this ſhall be their portion to 
Dan,' drink. And many of them that 
I2. 2. ſleep in the duft of the earth. ( (o 
propheſieth Daniel ) ſhall awake 3 

ſome to everlaſting life, and ſome 

80 ſhame aud everlaſting contempt. 

In the old Law God commanded 


__ trumpets of ſilver, of an whole piece 
* ** ſhalt thiw make them. If they 
4, blow but with one trumpet, then 


the Princes, which are heads of 


the thouſands of Iſrael ſhall ga- 


! ther themſclues unto thee, When 


ye blow an alarm, then the Camp 
ſhall go forwards, Unto theſe two 
trumpets we may compare thele 
two words, NOW and A L- 
WAYES. This is the law of the 
world, NOW let us be merry ; 
»0w let us rejoyce; now let us enjoy 
our goods, while we have them : 
come, let us now crown our ſelves 
with roſes, beſore they be _— 
ca 3 


Moſes, faying, Make thee 1200 


2.2 wn dams to am mc 
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ed ; now let us leave in every place 
the ſigns and footſteps of our joy. 
They that attend only to the 
ſound of this Trumpet, they that 
have ears to hear nothing but this 
NOW, they live for the moſt 
partſo, as if there were no A L- 
WAYES for to follow. There- 
fore they do not remove the campz 
amidſt their pleaſures they wilfully 
forget that they are here but Pit- 
grims and ſtrangers 2 whitherſoe- 
ver the wanton fleſh inviteth then 
they go with greedineſs: they are 
bu 7d altogether in heaping up 
riches and fcllowing pleaſures : 
and the ſound of this NQW 
doth ſo obtund and dull their ears, 
that they are deaf to all good couns 
ſels and precepts : and they will 
not ſo much as lend an ear to that 
ALWAYES which ſhall tol- 
low, But they which open their 
ears to hear, and their hearts 
to underſtand, when the Church 


ſoundeth both trumpets, (as it 
often doth(and therevpon ſeriouſ(- 
y conſider with themſelves, and 
ompare together this ſhort NOW 
with that infinite and everlaſting 
A L- 
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ALWAYES, they will uſe no 
delay, but preſently remove the 
camp : they live here as Pilgrims 
and ſtrangers: they have their loins 
Birt ; they remember that they are 
in a journey;they ſend their riches 
and pleaſures before them into 
their Country which is above ; 
they chuſe rather ro enjoy them 
ALWAYES in Heaven, then 
NOW for a ſhort time upon 
earth. Certain it is, whoſoever 
heareth attentively, and mindeth 
ſeriouſly the Alarm of theſe Trum- 
pets, and thereupon compareth 
together thingsprelent with things 
future, and things tranſitory with 
things Eternal, he will preſently 
make himſelf ready to devart, he 
will prepare himſelf a place of bu- 
rial, he will lay out his winding» 
ſheet, he will fend for his bier, 
and furniſh himſelf with all things 
neceſſary tor his journey, remem- 
bring ſtill in every place, that he is 
paſſing on the way to Eternity, 
and conſerring with himfelf every 
day after this manner : How ſhall [ 
be able to give an account unto 
God for all my thoughts, wordsand 
deeds? 


at, © 4a. rr Fro he 
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decds ? and, When ſhall 1 give up 
my account ? and, what ſentence 
will he paſs upon me? NOW 
therefore will I die unto my (elf, 
that I may ALWATYES live 
unto my ſclf and unto God. Well 
is it with that man, which timely - 
and daily thus thinketh upon Etey- 
nity, Whatſoever we do, we are 

affing on our way, and we do not 

now how ſhort it is, unto the 
gate which leadeth unto Eternity, 
At the laſt hour of ovur'life death 
ſhall bring us unto this gate; and 


compell us to enter. Let us there- 


fore (o live as if we were alwayes 
expe&ing death, that if it ſhall 
pleaſe God at any time to viſit us 
with ſickneſs; the fore-runner of 
death, we may entertain it cheer- 
fully, and bear it patiently, lifting 
up our eyes unto Chriſt hanging 
upon the Croſs, the true and per- 
fe& pattern of Patience:and when 
the time ofour diſſolution draweth 
near, praying thus ; Lord Jeſu 
ſtand by me and comfort me; Lord 
Jeſu be preſent with thy ſervant 
that putteth bis truſt in thee Lord 
Jeſu make me partaker of thy vi- 


cory, 
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Kory, Lord Jeſu receive my ſpirit, 
and lead me chrough the dark- 
ſome valley and ſhadow of death, 
lead me and forſake me not until 
thou haſt brought my ſoul into the 
land of the living, O thou moſt 
potent conqueror of death, O thou 
which art my light, life, and fal- 
vation, 
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THE FIFTH 
CONSIDERATION 


upon 
ETERMITY. 


— 


Fow others, even wicked men them- 
ſeives, have meditated upon Eter- 
nity, 


He old Hiſtory of the Fathers 
teleth us ofa religious man, 

that reading upon the ninetieth 
Plalm. came at length, having 
not thought of it, to theſe words, 
For a thouſand yeares in thy fight are 
but as yefterday, when it is pait, and 
here ſtuck : For he could not cone 
ceive areaſon,whya thouſandyears 
& one day ſhould be compared to- ' 
gether. Whereupon they ſay there 
was a little bird ſent byGod,which 
ſo raviſht the man with her ſweet 


ſinging that though he heard her 
| G ſing 
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{ing a very greit while together, 
yet he thought the time veryſhort, 
ſcarce a ſhort hour long, The wind 
bloweth where it lifeth. Not good 
men only have with holy David 
meditated 1pon Eternity, but even 
wicked men alſo, and thoſe often- 
times againſt their will, 

Benediitus Rhenanus reports of a 
v:in and ungodly fellow, a ver 
Fpicure & mere worldling, which 
never uſed to faſt or watchz one 
that cou d not endure the want of 
any thing, but eſpecially fleep: Up- 
- on a certain night, it ſcemeth, this 
fellow could not fleep as he was 
wont, being much troubled with 
unuſual dreams: ſo he turned him- 
ſelt upon his bed from one ſide to 
another, and could not by any 
means get any reſt ; then he wiſhed 
1t were Gay. Biit here the wind of 
the Lord began to blow, though 
it were ina ſtrange land : for good 
thoughts were very rare in this 
' man, Yeing weary with watchs 
ing, and finding no eaſe or reſt at 
all, thus he began to think with 
h:mſelf 3 Would any be hired upon 
any condition to lye thys two or 

three 
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three years together in darkneſs, 
without the company of friends, 
thong his ficknets were not very 
grievous? W.u!d he be content to 
wan? his ſports ani plats ſo long ? 
Would he be content to be bound 
to his bed, though it were a {ea 
ther bed, Or a bed o0i Þ wyy and 
never ltr abroad to lee uny fehts, 
or (hews, or make merry with his 
friends? I think no man would, 
And [hall Ialone amongſt all men 
enjoy reſt and pleaſure by an e- 
ſpecial priviledge, and have no 
ſenſe of grief and ſorrow ? Surely * 
no. Willl, nill 1, needs I muſt 
ſome time or other lye down upon 
the bed of ſickneſs, unle(s I be 
ſuddenly taken away by death, 
which God forbid. (This was a 
good wind, theſe were good cogitati- 
0#5,) But what bed ſh.ll I have 
next, when death (bal! thruſt 
me out of this? My body muſt 
rot under earth : For this is the 
condition of all men after death. 
But what ſhall become of my ſoul 
in another world ? Surely all men 
do not go to the ſame place after 
da» h. Do not ſome go one ways 

G 2 and 
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and {ome another? 1: there not an 
Hell as well as an Heaven ? Wo 
and alas! What kind of bed ſhall 
tre damned find in Hell? How ma- 
ry years ſhall they lie there ? In 
what vear after their firſt entrance 
ſhall the flames ceaſe and be pur 
out ? Aſſucecly Chriſt doth not 
only in word threaten to caſt the 
wicked into everla? ing fire, but 
will alſo ciſt them indeed. This 
thing 1>certain and very manifeſt, 
Therefore the damned ſhall burn 
in Hell for ever. Thereivre a 
thouſand, and a thouſand, and 
again I ſay a thouſand years will 
not ſuffice to purge away the (innes 
of this ſhort life- Theretore they 
ſhall never ſee the ſun any more, 
nor Heaven, nor God, being moſt 
miſerable Eterwally and without 
end, With ſuch thoughts as theſe 
this man became fo vigilant and 
watchful, and proceeded (o far, 
that night md day he could 
not beat reſt, but Eternity did Rtill 
runn in his mind. Fain indeed 
he. would have ſliaken off. the 
thoughts thereof, as gnewing 
worms ; but he could not, There- 
fore 
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fore he followed ſports and pa- 

ſtimes, went to merry meetings, 

fought out companions like him- 

ſelf, and fate oftentimes fo long at 

his caps, that he laid his Conſci- 

ence aſleep, and ſo ſezmed to take 
ſome reſt: but when he came a- 

gain unto himſelt, his Conſcience 
being awakenz=d did preſently ac- 

cuſe him, and ſuggeſt unto him 
afreſh ſorrowtul thoughts of Eter- 

nity, Thus finding no reſt, here- 
ſolved at length to amend his 
manners, and to betake hiralelf to 
a better courle of life. And thus 
he began to reaſon with himſelf, 
Miſerable man that I am, what do 
I here ? I (o enjoy the world, 
that indeed I enjoy it not; I ſut- 
fer many things I would not z I 
want many things which fain I 
would have ; I ſerve like a flave ; 
bur who will pay me my wages ? 
I ſee well enough how the world 
rewardeth thoſe that love it, and 
do all their lives nothing elſe but 
ſerye it. But ſuppoſe I had the fru- 
ition of all thz delights and 
pleaſures in the world that my 
heart could wiſh : what certainty 
G 3 can 
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can I have kow long they ſhall 
laſt ? Iam not certain whether [ 
ſhall live rill to morrow or no: 
Daily tunerals ſufficiently prove 
this. Oh Eternity, if thon wert 
not! Oh Eternity, it thy place 
be not in Heaven, though ir be 
on a ſoft down-bed : thou canſt 
not but be bitter and unplea- 
ſant. It is true indeed, it is a 
hard matter to withdraw our 
ſelves away from thole things 
whereunto we are accuſtomed , 
whether it be feaſting, or drink- 
ing, or company keeping, or ſuch 
Iike: But whilet we delay and 
deter the time, Geath may prevent 
us,and take us away from all theſe, 
Why then doſt thou delay 2 Why 
doſt thou not impoſe an honeſt and 
happy neceſſity upon thy ſei, Why 
doſt thou not reſolve thus prefent- 
Iy with thy ſelf 2 Well, I will be 
another man than I have been, if 
it ple:iſe God 1 live. T kis life laſt- 
eth not long: But Erernity endu- 
reth for ever. I muſt walk now in a 
new way ; Iam, reſolved upon its 
and Now I begin, Where art thou 
bleſſed Eternity ? I am ſeeking for 
thee, 
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thee, I am traveliing towards 
thee. 

To conclude, he did as he ſaid, 
he took hi> leave of the world, he 
changed the curſe of his lite 3 and 
{o lived and dicd an honeſt and 
godly man. 

Oh Eternity, how few are they 
that think thus ſeriouſly upon 
thee? But certainl» there are very 
few,(carce any that weigh an1 con- 
ſider well with them(clves what 
they are, and ſo continue and 
perſiſt in that conſideration. We 
leek earneſtly aiter all other 
things, onely Eternity ſeemeth 
vile unto us, and not worth 
the looking after. Our thoughts 
runn after riches, and yet the 
poſſeſſion of them 15 very uncer- 
tainz we know not how ſoon 
they (hall forlake us, or we them, 
W: are ambitions after honours : 
and yet they are ſlippery, and ſoon 
flide away from us. We are in love 
with pleaſures: and yet they have 
ſorrow and bitternels in their lat- 
ter end. Wedeſire reſt : but it is 
of nolong continuance. We knit 
the knot of friend{hip with others: 
(3 4 but 


126 The fifth Confideration 


but it is ſuch as death ſhall quickly 
diſſolve. We are never well but - 
when we are converſing with 0- 
thers : but our converſation is ne- þ 
ver in Heaven,where it ſhonld be. _* 
We ſeek for abundance: but itis | 
there where it will ſoon fail. But p 

ſarely if we did more often and |- 
ſeriouſly think upon Eternity, we 
ſhould not have ſuch a fervent de- 
fire after things of (ſo ſhort conti- 
nuance.l call Sainr Berward to wit- 

Bert. neſs, who faith thus, He that longeth 
after things Eternal, cannot but loath 
things tranſitory. 

There are that have often in 
their mouths I know not what 
Eternity, that will promiſe and 
ſwear, and make good reſulutiong 
of amendment, and ſay thus 8s As 
long as I live, I will beware of 
ſuch a place,or ſuch a place, where 
I have formerly been tempted to 
finn: I will never come near ſuch 
a man, orſuch a woman, or ſuch 
a one that was my companion in | 
evil, I will never come near him [ 
as long asI live, As long as I live, 5, 
I will never go to ſuch and ſuch 
meetings, where there uſeth to be 
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gluttony and drunkenneſs, dan- 
ciag, chambecing and wantonnels, 
an. ſuch like, It ſhall ſuffice me 
that I have been there once, and 
agiin, and perhaps oftner ; that I 
have done as the company did,that 
I have ſinned with ſuch and ſuch. 
Theſe are good reſolutions ; In 
this I commend thee, O min ; Be» 
cauſe ſin is to be feared , thou doſt 
well in purpofing'to avoid the oc- 
caſion of ſinning : and Iconld wiſh 
thou wert as religious in obſerving 
what thou haſt promiſed, as thou 
art ready to promiſe. But (als!) 
aftera day or two, yea an hour or 
two, too fo:g:tful of thy promiſe 
and good reſolution , thou doſt 
a2ain the very ſame thing which 
lately thou didft deteſt, abhorre 
and torſwear. Therefore before 
thou makeſt a vow or promiſe un- 
to God, it is good to ule due con- 
ſideration and fore-fight ; and 
whenthou haſt made a vow or pro- 
miſe unto God, it 1s neceſſary to- 
uſe after care and Chriſtian forti- 
tude in performance. Thou muſt: 
promiſe nothing ratbly and unade 
viſedly unto God : But what thou 
G: 5 baſk 
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haſt promiſed thou muſt religiouſ- 
ly and conſtantly keep and ob- 
ſerve, How ſevere God is in pu- 
niſhing ſuch as bre:k their vowes 
and promilzs, we are iufficiently 
taught by the wotul! exper:ence 
and lamentable example ot others. 


———— — 


CHAP. I. 


The compariſon of mans labour and 
the ſpiders one with another, 


| Here i« another Eternity,and 

| that the worſt of all, wiiich 

thoſe men promiſe to themſelves, 

which will needs erect up unto 
themſelves an heaven out cf hea» 

ven, and be bleſſed belore they be 

Iſaiah dead. Whereforehexr the word of the 
28« 14+ Lord, ye ſcornſul men, ſaith the Pro- 
phet 1ſaiah, Becauſe ye have (aid, We 

I5, have made a covenant with death, and 
with hell we are at agreement. Oye 

mad men ! How vain, and none at 

all, is this your Eterxity! There is 
nothing permanent and perpetual 

in this priſon, Elegantly doth the 

Pſal. Kingly Prophet declare this ; 
$O. 9. We ſpend our years, ſaith he, as 
a tale 


upon Eternity, 119 
# tale that is told, fc We ſpend 
our years in muſing, like the Spi- 
der, (for ſo fome read it.) He 
could 1*t have declared it better, 
and jn fewer words, For what 
are alt our years buta continual 
muſing, and weariſome exerciſe ? 
All the time of our life is conſumed 
and waitzd away with vain Ja- 
bours, many ſorrows, ſundry fears, 
oiten {ulpicions, and innumerable 
tro 'bles: Even as the $vider ſpen- 
deth kerfſeltin thew :aving of ner 
w-»5. Ourl-:bours are continnal , 
liak:d one unto anorierz3 our 
ſigns and 2roans continual, part- 
ly in the | .cſuing of our profits 
and pl: afures, and partly in the 
removing eſchewing thof 
things orhich we count evil, We 
do many things, we ungertake 
many _ troubleſome aiid 
grievous to bs vorn, and mean- 
while calis ſuch is ourfolly) we 
perce1ve e nt that we do but weave 
the Spiders web, taking a great 
deal of pains, with Itile ſucces: 
to 19 end or prirpote, We | 
our yeves In mnſ{11n9 ihe the 5 
der,. It is a. great deal of pains 
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and care that the Spider taketh in 
weaving of her web, ſhe runneth 
much and often up and down, 
ſhe fetcheth a compaſs this way 
and that way, and returneth often 
to the ſame poirit , ſhe ſpendeth 
her felt in a multitude of fine- 
ſpvr. tkreeds, to make her felt a 
round Cabinet ; ſhe exen'erateth 
her ſelf, and worketh out her own 
bowels, to make an artificial and 
curious piece of work, which 
when it is made, 1s apt to be 
blown away with every puff of 
wind; ſhe hangeth it vp aloft, ſhe 
faſtneth it to the reof of the houle, 
ſhe ſtrengtheneth it with many a 
thread, wheeling often round a- 
bout, not ſparing her own bowels, 
but ſpending them willingly upon 
her work. And when ſhe hath done 
all this, ſpunne her fine threads, 
weaved them one within another, 
wrought her ſelf a fine Canopie, 
hanged it aloft, and thinketh all 
is{ure; ona ſudden in the twink- 
ling of aneye, with a light ſwee 

of a beeſome all falleth to the 
ground, and fo her labour periſh- 
eth, But here is not all: Poor 
Spider ! 
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Spider! ſheis either killed in her 
own webbe, or elle ſhe is taken 
in her own ſnare, haled to death 
and trod under foot. Thus the fil- 
ly Animal may be truly ſaid,cither 
to weave her own winding ſheet, 
or to make a ſnare to hang her 
ſelf, Juſt ſo do many men, like 
the Spider, waſte and conſume 
themſelves to get preferment, to 
enjoy pleaſures, to gather riches, 
to keep them', and to increaſe 
them. In ſuch prozects they ſpend 
all their wit, and oftentimes the 
healths of their bodies, running 
up and down , labouring and 
ſweating, carking and caring : 
wearying themſelves, and weak- 
ning their bodies, even asthe Spi- 
der doth by ſpinning out of her 
own bowels, And when they 
have done all this, they have but 
weaved the _— web. to catch 
flies, Yea, oftentimes they are 
cavght in their own nets, they 
are inſtruments of their own mil- 
chief, The days of mirth which 
they promiſe unto themſelves, 
prove oftentimes the dayes of 
mourning : That which they = 
their 


Iſaiah 
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their palace, becometh their bu- 
rying place , So we ſpend our years 
in muſing like the Spider ; I ſay. in 
muſing, tor the moſt part : For we 
often purpcſe to do many things, 
and do them nor. And what we 4o, 
moſt an end were better undone, 
Thoſe things which we puttue 
with ſuch greedinefs, frr the moſt 
part flie trom us3 and taoſe things 
which we contend for with ſoch 
earneſtneſ., we (eidom attain to : 
But ſuppoſe we did, (lis!) they 
have no p-rpetuity- So the covenant 
with death ſhall be diſannulled, and 
the agreement with b-1l ſhall notftand, 
We all conſume away and die: and 
which is worſt of all, we blindly 
ruſh headlong into Eternity, from 
whence there is no return. 
Guerricus hearing theſe werds 
rezd in the Church out of the 


Gen, 5. book of Geneſis, And all the days that 
5s. :Adam lived, were nine hundred and 


thirty years : And he dyed. And all the 
days of Seth were nine hundred and 
rvelve years: And he died, md all 
the dayes of Enos were nine hun- 
dred and five years: And he died. And 
all the days of Mithuſelah were nine 
hundred 
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hundred ſixty and nine years : And he 
died,Oc. Hzaring, I ſay theſe words 
read, the very conceit of death 
wrought (o trongly upon him,and 
made fo deep an impreſſion in his 
mind, that he retired himſelt from 
the world and gave himſclt whol- 
ly to his devotions,that ſo he might 
die the death or the godly, and ar- 
rive more ſafely at the haven of 
Eternal telicity, which 15 no where 
to be found in this world. 


m_——_ 


CHAP. IL 
What is the be question in the World? 


Aint Matthew telleth us of a Math, 
YI young man that came unto 1g, 16, 


Chriſt, and propounded a queſtion 
unto him. And Saint 44ark deſcri- 
beth the manner of his coming to 
our Saviour, and his good carri- 


age: For, faith he, There came one Mark 
running and kneeled to him,axd asked 10,1 "7 


him, Good Mafter,what fhall IT do that 
I may inherit Eternal life ? And our 


Saviours anſwer was, Thou knoweit Mat.r9 
the commandments 53 If thow wilt Matth. 
enter into life, keep the Commande- 19, 17, 


ments, 
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Comman1ements, At Philippi a City 
of Macedonia . the keeper of the © 1ie 

ou came trembling and feli down 
before Paul and Silas, arid moved 
this queſtion unte them , Sirs, What 
mui? I ds tobe ſaved ? This wasa 
very good queſtion 3 Abctter and 
mor2 profitable could not be 
moved. Bit, O good Gud, where 
is this queſtion now in the world ? 
The world 15 full of other 
queſtions: but this 15 ſcarce any 
where to be he:rd, Moſt men de 
now adayes beiray themſelve: oy 
their own queſtions, and brin, to 
light,and ſo make others witnelles 
of their ſimplicity, or curioſity, or 
ſome !uch hidden diſeaſe of mird. 
He which maketh diligent ſearch 
and enquiry where the beſt wine 
1s to be fold, doth ſufficiently de- 
clare what he loves beſt,and where 
his chiefeſt care is. Another asketh 
ſuch queſtions as a modeſt man 
would bluili to hears And this man 
ſhews that his heart is full, and that 
out of the abundance thereof his 
mouth ſpeaketh. All mens mouths 
n all places are full of queſtions , 
fuch as theſe are : But it is arare 
thing 
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1 thing to hear one man ask another 
| this queſtion, Do you think this is 
the way to heaven ? It is a fault 
common to every vicious man, but 
more proper to the libidinous and 
lufful, the luxurious and riotous 
man, though he be plunged into 
the deep,and begins to ſink,and to- 
be overwhelmed,yet ſeldom or ne- 
ver to enter into a ſerious conſide- 
ration with himſelf,and with a ſin- 
cere mind ask himſelfthis queſtion, 
Ghalll ever think to obtain Erey- 
nal felicity by this courſe of life ? 
Is this the way to heaven ? But of 
all men thoſe eſpecially leaſt think 
upon fuch queſtions as theſe, thoſe 
I ſay, that live a ſoft life, fare de- 
licionfly, and wallow in pleaſures, 
that feel little or no ſorrow and if- 
fAiftion, or if they do at any time 
feel never (o little, labor what they 
can to beſenſcleſs of it.To ſuffer, 
they count the greateſt of all evils. 
If it goes well with them,they care 
not how it fares with others. If it 
be well with them for the preſent, 
they take no care what ſhall follow 
after. They never once think upon 
Eternity. This is their daily —_ 
The 


Pſal. 
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The heaven of heavens ts the Lords , 
but the earth he hath given to the 
ſouns of men, They want neither 
ſtrength o' body or mind, by which 
to eſcape the hands of men. But 
God hath long hands, he ſhall ſure» 
Iy find them out, they mult ap- 

ear before him who 1s the Judg 
of all the worl.|;they cannot eſcape 
his judgment; they ſhall ſurely 
{ſuffer Eternal puriiſhments for their 
wickedneſs and their offences, 
But if God in his ſecret judgment 
caſteth away any man as a repro- 
bate, and (ifereth him to live af- 
ter his own luſt and pleaſure, he 
giveth him his portion of proſoeri- 
ty and felicity in this lite, he ſpire- 


_eth him here, that he may puniſh 


him hereafter. And if at any time 
he doth any thing that is good, he 
preſently receiveth his reward. Of 
ſuch unhappv happy men the 
Kingly Prophet thus ſpeaketh,They 
are not in trouble as other men; neither 
are they plagued like other men. They 
go a whorty.g quith their own invents- 


106,39 9ns. And this is a moſt miſerable 


eſtate and condition of lite,if there 
be any. For whom God hath pre- 
deſtinated 


py 
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deſtinated to bring into the way of 
Eternal happineſs, he ſpareth him 
not here in this life, but ſcourgeth 
him daily. I might bring infinite 
examples to prove thi I will name 
but one ; but the like,I think, hath 
not been ſeen or heard of in many 
ages, 


—— 


CHAP. IIL 
How God puniſheth here, that he may 


ſpare hereafter. A firange example, 
the the hath ſcarce at any time been 


heard of. 


N the year of our Lord, one 
F thouſand one hundred eighty 
five, Andronicus Emperour of the 
Eaſt being overcome and taken 
priſoner by Iſaac Angelo, had two 
heavy iron chains put about his 
neck, was laden with fetters and 
ſhackles,and was moſt barbarouſly 
and deſpitetully uſed,and at length 
in this manner was brought before 
the forenamed Iſaac. Betore whom 
complaining of his hard uſage, he 
was deliverd over to the muititude 
to be abuſed at their pleaſure.T hey 
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being ſet on fire with anger, 
thought it a fine thing to be reven- 
ged of their enemy : And thus they 
uſed him, They buffeted him, they 
baſtinadoed him, they pulled him 
by the beard, they twitcht his hair 
from his head, they daſht ont his 
teeth,they dragged him in publick 
they made him a laiighing ſtock, 
they ſuffered women to beat him 
with their fiſts, Then they cut off 


his right hand;zand being thus mai- 
med, they thruſt him into the dun- 
geon of thieves & robbers without 
either meat or drink or any other 
thing that was neceſſary,or anyone 
tolook after him. After a few days 
they put out one of his eyes, and 


being thus ſhamefully mangled, ha- 
ving one eye put out,and one hand 
cutoff, they put upon him a very 
ſorry ſhort coat,ſhaved his head, ſet 
him upon a ſcabbedCamel with his 
face towards the tail, put upon his 
head a Crown of Garlick, made 
him hold in his hand the Camels 
tail inſtead of a Scepter, & ſo they 
carried him gs the market- 
place very leiſurely with great 
pomp and triumph. And here = 
mo 


PY 
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moſt impudent, baſe and vile a- 
monsgſt the people, like ſavages, af- 
ter an inhuman ſort fell upon him, 
nothing at all conſidering that not 
aſt three dayes before he was no 
els than an Emperour, Crowned 
with a royal D91zdem.commended, 
worlhipped, honoured, yea & ado- 
red of all men.Nothing atall regar- 
ding the oath ot Allegiance, they 
raged and were mad upon him, 
and their rage and madie!s fitted 
every min with in*truments of 
miſchief againſt him. 6ome ſtruck 
him on the head with clubs, o- 
thers filed his noſtrils with dirt, 
others ſqueezed ſpunges upon his 
face, firſt ſoaked in the excrements 
of man & beaſt, others run him in- 
t© the ſides with (pits. Some threw 
ſtones, others threw dirt at him : 
ſome called him mad dog, others 
called him fool and blockhead. An 
impudent woman running out of a 
kitchin witha kettle of ſcalding 
water in her hand, poured it upon 
his head as he p:ſſed by There was 
none which did not ſome milchief 
orcther to him. At length they 
brought him to the Theatre to 
make 
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make him a laughing ſtock, took 
him down from the Camel,& han- 
ged him up by the heel; between 
two pillars Thus the poor Emperor 
having (uff-reda thouſan'! indigni-« 
ties, ye! he bore them patiently, 
carrying himſelt like a man anda 
true ( hriſtian Champion. He was 
never heard all the while to la- 
ment, or cry out of his hard for- 
tune : for it had been to no pur- 
pore. He was a!! the while caſting 
vp his account, which he was to 
make unto God, and begging pare 
don for hi: ſins. He was heard to 
ſay nothing but only this, and this 
he ſaid often, Domine miſerere, Dg- 
mine miſerere, Lord have mercy, 
Lord have mercy. 

Unhappy Anadronicuws,which waſt 
compelled to ſuffer ſuch things! But 
happy in this, that thou didſt ſuffer 
them ſo patiently, as beir g the juſt 
reward of (in ! 

When he was hanged up, one 
would have thought their malice 
ſhould have ceaſed: but they ſpared 
him not then, as long as he lived, 
For they rent his coat from his bo- 
dy : and toſſed him up and down 

: with 


upon Eternity, 141 


I with their hands, tearing him in 
Wpicces with their nails. One more 
ruel than tne reſt run his ſword 
thro: gh his belly and guts as he 
was hanging. Two others, to try 
wheſe ſword was ſharpeit, thruſt 
him through the b:ck,leaning up- 
on their ſwords with both their 
hands. Here the moſt miſerable 
unhappy Emperor with much ado 
Ii ted up his maimed hand to his 
mouth, to put out the blood, as 
ſome thought, from the freſh and 
bleeding wound, and fo ended his 
li e miſerably After ſome few days 
he was taken down f: om the gib- 
bet. and thrown under one of the 
arches of the Theatre like a beaſt, 
till ſome that had more humanity 
in them than the reſt, removed 
him ; but yet notwithſtanding he 
was not ſiiffered to be buried, Oh 
Andronicus! Oh thou Emperour 
of the Faſt ! How much waſt thou 
bound unto Ged, whoſe will it was 
that tor a few davs thou ſhouldeſt 
ſuffer ſuch things,that thou might- 
e!t not periſh for ever ! Thou waſk 
miſerable tor a ſhort time, that 
thou mighteſt not be miſerable — 
a 


— 
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all Eternity. I make no doubt but 
thou hadſi the years of Eternity in 
mind, ſeeing that thou didſt ſuffer : 
ſuch thingsfo conſtantly and cou- { 
ragiouſly, 

Nicntas Choniates is mine Author, 
from whom I borrowed this la- 
mentable hiſtory ; and he lived a- 
bout the ſame time, when this hap- 
pened. | 

Let us Chriſtians Keep alwayes 
in mind the yeares of Eternity. $6 
whatſoever adverſity or affliction 
happeneth, we ſhall more eaſily 
bear it. Every thing is ſhor', if we 
compare it with Eternity. For our 
light afflition, which ts but for a mo- 
ment, worketh for us a far more ex- 
ceeding, and Eternal weight of glory. ' 
Hereupon Gaint 4wuguitine cryeth 
out, and prayeth ſo earneſtly, Do- 
mine, hic ure, hic ſeca, modo in #ter- 
num parcas ; Lord, ſeay me here,lance 
me bere, ſo thou ſpareſt me hereafter, 
And Fulgentius,though a moſt holy 

_.. man, drawing near unto his death, 
thceeſcore and ten dayes before he 
died, was often heard tocry out, 
Domine, 4a mihi modo patientiam, & 
poitea indulgentiam 3 Lord, grant me 

patience 
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it 7} patience bere,and eaſe hereafter. Theſe 
n {| were hi: words and prayerseven to 
:r 'Þ the laſt gaſp Certain it is, God 

I ſpareth them leaſt ot all, whom he 

determineth to take unto himlelti 


to dwell with him throughout all 
Eternity, 


% 
28 
: 


"Ss - © 


fue Lave a building a of GoG an houlle 
by made with EE SHALL 
] 


in the heavens 2 Cor: 


1 = =: on —_— = - ” —_ _— — 
- = — #7 g A F Z —  ——— 
Y Ez: - >) i —_——_ 
== 4 - > — 
= - - _”. — == 
"> — = > = 
of Fo =» > _— 
— - 
= Oy — 
(s) - : ; — -D . 
— 4 Ex _ - 
- Eu . —_ 
> 
o 


\\ 

| t 

\ \ \ "———_ 
[ \ N 


5 wo LAN 
FEmg myjt lar, e palace, of Foie wy 
on the ever P eli and | 
| the the ror pro of Rear | 
> —— "= 


145 


<VZEQ%S 03 QTÞ 
THE SIXTH 
CONSIDERAT ION 
E- JW3# + WS > 4 
> X 2. - © upon 
ag 5 I” IT, 


Fo EZ "WI 
How thetboly Scripture iy many places 
teacheth wu ro meditate'npon Etcr- 
ity. C2 ', Gs 


2 Wee Kingly Prophet, ſpeaking 
of the Wicked, faith, That 


they walk on every fede, or in a cir- P[al.. 
exit 3 This is their manner of life ; 12,8, 


they go trom feaſt to feaſt, from de- 
- lights to delights, from wicked- 
neſs to wickedneſs, This is their 
C1:cuit. And when theythink they 
have almoſt finiſhed their Circuit 
of wickedneſs, and gone over the 
round of their luſt, they begin a- 
gain, returning ſtill to their for- 
mer courle,till death ftealeth upon 
tazm betore they be aware, 
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The children of Fob made this 
law amongſt themſelves, to feaſt 
one another round everyone in his 
courſe. The good man their father 
obſerved and knew very well, that 
this their feafting round, could not 
be without fin: And therelore he 


Fob 1-5 ſent, and ſantifed them, and roſe np 


P ſal. 


early in the morning, and offered 
burnt- offerings accordivg to the nums 


ber of them all. As3 therefore the 


wicked delight and rejoyce in go- 
ing the circuit of their pleaſure : 
So God ſhall appoint them a cir- 
cxit to go, but it ſhall be a circuit of 
torments, and that perpetual and 
Eternal. Bleſſed David (oreſaw this 
likewiſe: For ſaith he, Thine ar- 


77+ 17» rows went abroad: the woice of thy 


185 


thunder was heard in the Heaven, or, 
round about. Famine, War, Peſt- 
lence, Sorrows, Diſeaſes, Calami- 
ties, Death itſelf, and all adverſi- 
ties whatſoever that happen be- 
fore the firſt death,are the Arrows 
of the Lord ; but they flye over ; 
they have wings,and they quickly 


flye from one to another, But the 


voiceof this thunder, the voice of 
his anger and fury ſhal continually 
roar 
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roar in the priſon of Hell,and like 

a wheel run round wichout wear - 

ing,for all Eternity This wheel, as 

if it were filled with Gunpowder, 
when it hath once taken fire, ſhall s 
burn for ever and ever. A fire is P&tt. 
kindled in mine anger, and ſhall burn 33+» 2+o 
wnto the loweift Heil, There is alfo 
another circuit, and that likewiſe 

15 Eternal : from unutrerable cold 

to intolerable heat, and from heat | 
back again to cold. Drought and lob 24 
heat conſume the ſnow-waters, ((o 19» 
ſaith Fob) and ſo doth the grave thoſs 

that have faned, $, Matthewy ſignifi» __ 
eth it more expreſly by the g#.ſb5 Math, 
ing of teeth, and weeping 0f eyes, *** $3 
That we may more fully ſet out 

this horrible and incomprehenſi- 

ble wheel, order requireth that we 

ſhew how the Church agreeth 

with the holy Scripture in this, as 

the holy Fathers agree with the 
Church. We have here divers good 
admonitions fxom all theſe, which 

if we attend unto, we cannot eaſily 

let Eternity ſlip out of our me- 
mory. 
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CHAP. Il. 


The Anſwers of the holy Fathers and 
the Church about thu. 


# all the holy Fathers which 
have |l:ved in divers ages, we 
ſhould do well to hearken unto 
five eſpecially, Augnitine, Chryſoft- 
ome, Gregory, Bernard, Laurentin 
Fufltinianu, 

The firſt queſtion here (which 
yet may ſeem a vain and foolifh 
one) is, Which is eaſier, and more 


_ ...}tolerable,to ſuffer pain in the head, 
 * eyesor teeth 3 to be troubled with 


the ſtone; to be pained with the 
wind Colick, or Iliaca Paſſie, or a+ 
ny other acute diſeaſe 3 neither to 
ſleep night or day, but to be tor- 
mented continually without any 
reſpite for three dayes together, 
The queſtion now is, I ſay, Which 
15 ealier , whether to ſuffer the 
pains now mentioned, or elſe to 
eat a piece of filh which is made 
bitter by the breaking of the Gall. 
This may ſeem a very ridiculous 


and moſt idle queſtion, For, how 
much 
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#3 much bitter is it to eat ſuch a 


whole fiſh, rather than ſuffer thoſe 
.fo grievous torments though but 
for one day ! The bitterneſs of 
the fiſh will not endanger a mans 
life, nor make him ſick, but leave 
only a bitter taſte in the mouth, 
which isunpleaſing to it. Itis truly 
anſwered. And yet how many 
thouſands of men make choice ra- 
ther of the former! For,how often 
doth the Preacher teach and ex- 
hort, cry out and (peak plainly ! 
Chriſtian brethren, conſider well 
with your ſelves, and look about 
you ; the Eternal ſalvation of your 
ſouls is in queſtion : If you walk 
this way, you muſt aſſuredly look 
for Eternal torments : Chriſt hath 
ſhewed you another way both by 
his life and do&rine.Return theres 
fore and repent, you have gone 
long enough aſtray You may if you 
will have entrance into Heaven if 
you be ſhut out it is yourown tault: 
God is not wanting to thoſe that 
gre willing It is true indeed,There 
is (ome bitterneſs in uſing abſti- 
nence and taſting, 1n confeſſing 
of ſinns, in keeping the body un- 
H 4 der: 
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der, inſetting a ſtrict watch over 
thy ſenſes, in conquering ones ſelf, 


in living chaſtely and continently: . 


This is no eaſie task : Butzlet it 
what it will, we muſt ſuffer its Ozght 
not Chrift to have ſuffered theſe things, 
and ſo to enter into hi glory Y Let 
not a little and ſhort labour terrifie 
us, It is but for a few years, or it 
may be but a few days, that we are 
to do and ſuffer valiantly 3 but our 
Joy and reſt ſhall be Eternal. H& 
overcometh all, whoſoever over. 
cometh and conquereth himlelf, 
containeth himſelf, and reſiſteth 
his evil and violent paſſions x. and 
all this for Chriſt, for Heaven, for 
bleſſed Eternity, Chriſt after his 
Reſurre&ion found his Diſciples 
eating fiſh broiled upon the coals: 
To teach them how great things 
they ſhould altterwards ſuffer : and 
that they were not to think of a 
ſoft and eaſe life, but that they 
were to be ſtoned, whipped, cru- 
cified, have their sKin pulled over 
their ears 3 that this was the way 
to a joyful Reſurrection, and to 
the participation and fellowſhip of 
Eternity with the bleſſed 5 that 
all 
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all other things were ſmall and of 
no worth in compariſon of im- 


- ,moxtality., and that bleſſedneſs, 


which; yet eye hath never ſeen, 
Theſe things are often ſpoken of, 
but they are little'regarded. This 
fiſh bitter with the over-flowing 
of the gall, that is worldly crcſſes 
and the (ſufferings of this life, is 
often ſet before us: but it goeth 
againſt our ſtomach, we cannot 
endure 'to talte of it. Eternity 1s 
a thing. we often hear of, we. of- 
ten read of, it is continually prea- 
ched unto us, and oiten repeated: 
bur we either hear not, or Rios 
not, or regard not, or it we do for 
a time, the cares of the world ſoon 
u it out of our minds, and we 
ury it in oblivion. But again, 
the Conſcience often plays the 
Preacher, and recalls to our mind 
theſe wholſome leſſons, is inſtant, 
dehorts, reproves ; but prevailes 
nothing. Allisin vain. Formany 
are ſo obſtinate and perverſe, that + 
neither thePreacher nor their own, 
Conſcience can work upon them... 
But ſome are ſo impudent, that 


they will ſet themſelves in oppoſi- 
Hs tion,., 
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tion, and reply thus, Let it go awell 
with us here and we care net; We net- 
ther know mor care what ſhall come 
hercafter * ware all for preſent pro- 
fits and pleaſures: no man veturneth 
'ogaln from the dead ; neither was it 
'ever known that any one came back a» 
gain out of ell, Come ther. fore, let 
#4 eat, drink , and be merry let ms en- 
Joy our goods and take our pleaſure, 
Theſe are the worldlings Ditties : 


dugu#t, But let S. Augafiine determine this 


queſtion, Melits eft, modica amari- 
indo in faucivu,quam Aiternum tor- 
mentuw in viſcerib»:, Botter it ts, 
ſaith he,to ſaffer a little bitterneſs in 
the mouth, than Eternal torments in 
the inward parts. It is far better to 
ſuffer for our offences here 1n this 
world, than the world to come. 
Far better it is for threeſcore years 
and ten continually together here 
on earth, to be puniſhed with moſt 
grievous puniſhments, than to ſuf- 
"fer the forments of Hell for one 
Yay, yea for one hour hereafter, 
But let-us hear what another of the 


Mom 20 Fathers ſaith. 
ad Pop. Saint Chryſoftome propounds the 
&ntioc, ſecond queſtion after this manner 


Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe one night in an hundred. 


” 


,years a man ſhould have a ſweet 


and pleaſant dream, :and be after 
puniſhed an hungred years lor it, 
would he think ſuch a dream were 
to be defired ? And yet faith the 
Father, as a dream is toan hun- 
dred yeares , fo 1s this preſent 
life to the life to come, yea rather 
it is much leſs: And asa drop is to 
the main Ocean , ſo area thou- 
ſand yeares unto Eternity. And 
in another place, What is there, Hom:28 
faith he, to be.compared unto E- in Epi 
ternity ? What are a thouſand ad Hebr.. 
yeares in compariſon of ' infinite 
ages which are yet for to come ? 
Are they not like unto the lealt 
drop of a bucket compared unto a 
bottomleſs Well ? Look for no 
end of torments after this life, un- 
le thou repenteſt before thou de- 
parteſt out of this life : for after 
death there is no place of repen- 
tance, no ſhedding of tears will 
profit thee, or do thee any good. 
Though a man in Hell ſhould 
gnaſh his teeth, and- blare out his 
ſcorched tongue, he ſhall not ob- 
tain {ſo much as adrop of cold wa- 
ters. 
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ter. Grant then that a man ſhould 
enjoy pleaſures all his life long, 
what is that to infinite ages which 
are yet for tocome ? Hers in this 
life all things good and bad have 
atlength anend ; but the punilh- 
ments that ſhall be ſuffered hereaf- 
ter ſhall haveno end, Set fire on 
the body here, and the ſoul will 
ſoon depart ? but after the reſurre- 
Etion, when the body ſhall be 
from thenceforthkimmortal and in- 
corruptible,the {oul of the damned 
ſhall always burn, and not con» 
ſume in Hell-fire. They ſhall riſe 
again, incorruptible indeed : but 
how ? Not to receive a Crown of 
incorruptible glory, but to ſuffer 
Eternal torments. But let us hear 
what another of the Fathers ſaith, 
Gr'2g0. Saint Gregory maketh anſwer to 

this common queſtion ; Will not 
drunkenneſs ſooner ſteal upon a 
man in the Wineccellar, ſtanding 
by the hogſhead, thanin the Par- 
lour ſittingat the table? The ſpouſe 
of Chriſt triumpheth in the words 
of Solomon, He brought me to the Ban- 
quetting-houſe (or as ſome read it, 
He brought me into his od 1 
q ar 
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aud hu banner over me was love, ofs 
He hath ſet his banner of love over me+ 
Upon which words Saint Gregory 
diſeourling faith thus,By the Wine- 
cellar what can we better or more 
fltly conceive, than the ſecret con. 
templation of Eternity ? For truly 
whoſoever doth ſeriouſly conſider 


with himfſclf upon Eternity, and 


lets this conſidecation ſink deep in 
to his wind, he may truly rejoyce, 
and triumph with the Spouſe, ſay- 
ing, He hath ſet his banners of love 
over me : For he will k2zep better 
order in his love, loving himſelf 
leſs, God more, and even his ene- 
mies alſo for Gods ſake. But ſuch is. 
the nature of this profound confſi- 
deration,that it wil preſentlymake 
a man drunk, Make him drunk ? 
How ? With the drunkenneſs of 
the beſt deſires, ſuch as will lead. 
him to amendment of life, carry 
him to his heavenly Country, and 
bring him at length to joyes Eter- 
nal, It was caſt in the Apoſtles 
teeth, that they were drunk with 
wine: and ſo they were indeed ; 
but it was with wine out of this, 
Cellar, Saint Gregory hath many. 
excellent 
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excellent conſiderations, and fay- 
ings upon / ternity: amongſt others 
he hath this, which is a very thort 
one and a true one, Momentum 
quod deleFat, Eternum quod cruciat ; 
That which delighteth 1's momentany, 
but that which tormenteth us Eterna', 

Fob I'9. Here 1could wiſh with F66,0h that 

23» 2:4. theſe Words were written Oh that 
they were printed in a Book ! That 
they were graves with a pen of 
iron! Thele words, I ſay, hat 
which deli, hteth uw momentany , 
bnt that which tormeureth is Eter- 
mal, The Book in which this 
ſhould be written, is the heart of 
man ; the pen of iron with which 
It ſhould be written, is ſerious me- 
ditation ; the ink with which it 
ſhould be written, is the blood of 
Chrit, And theſe words fo im- 
printed and ingraven in the breaſt, 
are then eſpecially to be called tro 
mind, and to be olten repeated, 
when pleaſure fawneth, when l:| 
provoketh,when luxury inviteth, 
when the fitſh rebc!l=th, and the 
ſpirit faileth, when rhe e is occa- 
fion of fin offered, and danger 
of falling into fin, but let us 

hear 
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hear what another of the Fathers 
ſaith; 

In the fourth place comes Saint 
Bernard: He ſhall anſwer to the 
queſtion here to be propounded, 
In the lives of men there is ſuch 
difference, that almoſt now ſo ma- 
ny men ſo many judgments con- 
cerning afflitions, There are found 
ſome fo grievouſly and continually 
affiifted, that they are ready to fall 
down under the croſs, as being 
too heavy for them to bear. One 
15 oppreſſed with poverty , ano- 
ther is aflited with ſickneſs, ano- 
ther is over-charged with ſecret 
debts, another is tormented with 
cares,another is grieved and vexed 
with injuries and flanders : every 
man thinketh that moſt grievous 
which in preſent he ſuffereth. And 
many times it cometh to paſs that 
ſuch as are faint- hearted and im» 
patient, wiſh for death, runn into 
the wa'er, and make haſte ro the 
halter,thinking thereby to find an 
end of all their griefs and for- 
rows, whereas indeed that ſuppo« 
ſed end becomes to them but the 


beginning of their ſorrows, and 
ſuch 
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fuch ſorrows as never ſhall have 
end. But with the good and god. 
ly itis not{o: They patiently en- 
dure all, ſubmitting themſelves in 
all things to God's good will and 
pleaſure. They. neither deſire to 
die quickly, nor yet to live long, 
Is it God's will they ſhall die? They 
alſo are willing. Will he have 
them die quickly ? They are wil- 
ling to that alſo. Will he have 
them live yet longer ? They are 
not againſt that, What God wil- 
leth, that they will : what he wil- 
leth not, neither will they, Beſide 
theſe two kinds of men, there 13a 
third, and that is the greateſt part 
of men, that deſire to live long : 
And there is almoſt no man ſo old, 
but he hopes and deſires to live yet 
another year. Theſe men are never 
heard to ſay, they have lived long 
enough. Death maketh too much 
haſte with them, he commeth to 
them too ſoon, yea and betore his 
time. Here now thequeſtion ma 
be.moved, Who live? or who ſhall 
live longer ? Saint Bernard in his 
ſeventeenth Sermon upon the 91. 
Plalm, upon theſe words, With 
long 
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1, I /ong life will Eſatisfie him, breaketh 
\. © forth into this admiration, What 
n 8 s{o long as that which is Ereryal ? 
q What is ſo long as that which ſhall 
es have noend ? Life Eternal is the 

good end which we are all to aim 
" Þ© at,and this end is withoutend. And 
further he adds, That 1 the true 
day indeed afrer which there fol- 
lows no night, where there is 
Eternal verity, and true Eter- 
nity, and therefore true and ter. 
nal ſaciety. $0 then the queſtion 
may be determined thus, That 
' | thoſe only ſhall live a long life 
' | truly fo called, whoſoever ſhall 
never die, but always live in hea- 
ven; And again, That thoſe fhall 
die ina lingring death (alas! too 
lingring a death) whoſoever ſhall 
always die, but never live in Hell : 
for they ſhall live only there to be 
tormented alwayes. Let us hear 
but one more , and fo con- 
clude. 

Laurentics Fuflinianus (hall re- 
ſolve the laſt queſtion for us, 
There are, ſaith he, many things 
in this world which nature hath fo 


appropriated and aſſigned to Vo 
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one ccitain- place , that they are 
not to be found in another place, 
unleſs it be in part, Of ſome 
flowers which grow in the new- 
found world we have only the 
ſeed : Of ſome living Creatures 
there are brought over unto us 
onely the Skinnes, Now Eternt- 
ty isa thing ſo proper to another 
world, that it is not to be found in 
| this; onely the ſeed thereof we 
may haveeven in this world. And 
what are the feeds of Eternity ? 
They are, faith Laurentius, Con- 
zgempt of a maus ſelf , the gift of 
Charity, and the tafle of Chrit's 
works, To contemn others, is 4a 
tree that over-ſpreadeth the whole 
world, whoſe wood is fewel for 
the fire of Hell. To contems him- 
ſelf is a very ſmall ſeed, ſcarce 
known in the world : Chriſt 
brought it down from Heaven 
with him , who made himſelf 
of no reputation , and took npon 
him the forme of a Servant, and 
became obedient, not to the Sta- 
ble one'y , or the Manger , but 
even to mount Calvery, unto death, 
evex the death of the Croſs, unto the 

grave, 
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grave, yeaeven unto Hell, Where- 
fore God alſo hath highly exalted him, 
Behol1, this little ſeed is grown up 
and ſpread in breadth, and is be- 
come the higheſt of all trees. The 
ſame Author, ſpeaking of Charity, 
ſaith thus, The meaſure of our glory 
and Eterxal reward ſhall be accor- 
ding to the meaſure of our Charity, 


For, To whom little 6 pn the Luke 9 


ſame loveth little, He obtaineth leſs 
grace, whoſoever hath leſs Charity : 
And where there is leſs grace, there 
a'ſo ſhall be leſs glory. So then it is 
moſt true, The more thou loveſ 
God,the more thou heapeſt up une 
to thy ſelf Eternal rewards. The 
whole Law is love, but it muſt be 
pure, chaſte,and holy. 1 have done 
with the ſecond, which is Charity. I 
come to the third , which is The 
taſte of Chrifts words. It is agom- 
mon and witty ſaying in the Rhe- 
torick Schools, He #s to be thought 
J « good proficient who can reliſh Tul - 
J !y's works: We may ſay as much 
in the School of Chriſtianity, He 
Y hath made a good progreſs in Rel:- 
I gion and Virtue, who can reliſh 
J Chrifts works, who likes the taite 
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of Chrifts doftrine and example, But 
whoſoever findeth no taſte almoſt 
at all, no reliſh in the words and 
works of Chriſt ; whoſoever 1s not 
moyed, affeted, and delighted 
with thoſe things which belong 
unto the mind,and Chriſtian piety 
to Heaven, and Eternal felicity ; 
but on the contrary findeth much 
ſweetneſs in eating, drinking, wal- 
king,laughing,jeſting and playing; 
the ſame man may ſay with for- 
row enough, too truly, How little 
ſeed of Eternity have I within me, 0 
my God ! Or rather, I have none at 
all. For when I deſcend into my 
ſelf, I fee manifeſtly what ſpirit is 
within me, and whither my affe, 
&ion carrieth me. To ſpend whole 
nights in dancing, feaſting, revel- 
ling, quaffing, dicing and carding, 
hearing fooliſh and idle tales, rea» 
ding impure books, calling for,and 
laughing at amorous ſongs.plaving 
the good fellow, and doing as the 
company doth ; Oh! this never of- 
fendeth me,this is pleaſing and de» 
lghtful ro me. But to hear of 
Chriſt and his life, to hear oi holy 
men that lived formerly,who were 


much | 


mi vo *<2 OC 


—— w — 


'Y 


”* »- CY 5 *%, oe Yo ” 


upon Eternity, 163 


mrch given to watching, faſting, 
and prayer, or to read of their 
lives, that makes no muſick in 
my eares, and this is an eye-ſore 
untome: Ican neither hear nor 
ſee: I top mine eares, and cloſe 
mine eyes for fear leſt they ſhould 
be offended. To hear a Sermon 
ot an hour long, it is death un- 
to me, and therefore I ſeldome 
come to Church: or if I doſome- 
times, I drive away the time, ei- 
ther ſleeping or prating. There 
are too many ſuch men in the 
world : but of ſuch it may be truly 
faid, that they have no taſte or re- 
liſh at all of the works of Chriſt, 
But now let us hear the judgment 
of the Church concerning Eter- 
nity. 

The memory of Eternity 15 (o 
precious in the efle:r of the 
Church; that there 15 no Pſalme, 
no Prayer, ao Aymn but cloſeth 
with it, Glory 62 to the Father, 
and to th? Son , wA to the Holy 
Ghot; ASit was ';' ih? beginning, 
is now and 6:r j.4'l be, world 
Withoutend, Amen. SIt Wis in 
the beginning, that 15, before all 
begin- 
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beginning from all Eternity, with- 
out any beginning # #0w,and ever 
ſhall be, world without end, that 15, 
throughout all ages; infinite,innu- 
merable, incomprehenſible ages 
to all Ererxuity, But let us leave the 
little rivers, and make haſte to the 
fountain. 


mm. 


CHAP. II. ſti 


Clear Teflimouies of Divine Scri- rg 
pture concerning Eternity, 


Will produce only three witneſ- £" 

ſes, a Prophet, an .Apofile, and an ar 
Evangelift, ye 

How many and how great are Wai 
the ſighs and groans of poor ab- #0 
jehand deipiſed men! we may Yw 
hear them every day.One or other I #* 
every where is complaining, Wo 6+ 
is me poor man, Ihavefew or no Wit 
friends atall; I am diſreſpe&ed : If bc 
I am (corned and trampled under Ya 
foot almoſt by all. Have patience a M W 
little, O man, ſuffer fora whilez;MWT 
the day of comfort will riſe at Wa! 
length, thovgh it ſeem long firſt oF m 
Remember Gods promiſe in the I #h 
Prophe- 
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adouble garment of the righteouſneſs 
which cometh from God,and ſet « Dia- 
lem on thy bead of the ylory of the Evey- 
latling. 
Others there are that accuſe 
ature, complaining ſtill that ſhe 
hath given too long alile to ravens 
and too ſhort a great deal unto 
man. Hear thus much, you that are 
ſtill complaining o! the ſhortneſs 
of mans hie, This life is ſhort in- 
"Wdeed : but when this ſhort and 
vain life ſhall end, there remains 
- Manother liic wbich never ſhall have 
1 Yan end. If ye will nor believe me, 


Propheſie of Baruch,Ca#it about thee pgaruch 


yet believe St. Paul, For we know, 2 Cor; 


houſe of thu tabernacle were diſſolved, 
we have a building of God, an houſe 
wot made with hands, Eternal in the 
beavens. What great loſs is it then, 
if this earthly tabernacle of our 
body be diſſolved, when as we have 
a Royal palace prepared for us, 
which is not ſubje& to diſſolution? 
To the teſtimony of the Frophet 
and the ApoRle, let us add the teſtt- 
mony of the Evangel1# Saint Mat« 
thew,in whoſe Goſpel we may read 
theſe 


: 
ſ 
r 
) 
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ſaith St.Paul, that if our earthly, 2, 
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theſe words of our Saviour. If thy 

Matth. and or thy foot offend thee, cut them 
18.8. off, and ca#t them from thee 3 It is bet- 
ter for thee to enter intolife halt or 
maimed.rather than having two hands 

or txy0 feet to be cait into everlaſting 

9, fire. 1nd if thine eye offend thee,pluck 
it out, and cafl it from thee : It is bet. 

ter for thee to enter into life with one 

eye, rather than having two eyes to be 

ca#t into hell- fire. Oh fire ! Oh-hell! 

Oh Eternity ! Time is nothing, if it 

be compared with Eternity z ſhort- 

neſs of life,and ſo loſs of time is no 

loſs at all, but'great gain, if there- 

by we gain Eternity, Chriſt hath 
Rn it, and Saint Matthery 

4th recorded it, and ſealed it in 

Matth, theſe words of our Saviour, Every 
19, 29. 9 that hath forſaken bouſes, or bre- 
; thren, or fotrys,o0v father. or mother,or 
wife, or childreyu, or lands for my 
#115 ſake, ſhall receive an hunudred- 
fold, and ſhall inherit everlasling life, 
Is it not cleaec enough that this 
promiſe is of bleſſed Eternity, when 
we have ſecurity given us of recei- 
ving an huvd:ed-ivld reward ? 
Again , Chriit according to the 
lame Evange!:it forewarning of the 
latter 
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latter judgment,three times makes 
mention of Eternity exprefcly in 


theſe words , everlaſting fire, or ,, x 


eternal fire, everlaſting or eternal 
puniſhment, and life eternal, 


Secing therefore the holy Fathers, 6 


the Church, and the ſacred Scri- 
pture do fo many ways propound 
unto us the ſerious conſideration 
of Eternity ; it 13 our part and duty, 
as many of us as look for Eternal 
life in heaven, it is our part and 
_ ſeriouſly to meditate thus 
with our ſelves every one: Oh my 
God ! How ſeldom have l hereto- 
fore thought upon Eternity ! or if I 
have thought upon it, in what a 
cold and negligent manner have I 
done it, notwithſtanding every 
day, yea every hour apd minute 
draw nearer and nearer unto Eter- 
nity ? But for the time to come by 
the aſſiſtance of thygracel will mind 
it more carefully ithan herefore I 
have donez& if at anytime through 
thy bounty'riches ſhall increaſe, I 
will not ſet my heart upon them 2: 
though the world ſhould ſmile up- 
on me, though 1 ſhould want no 
temporal thing that my heart can 

I deſire, 
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deſire,though I ſhould ſeem to flow 
in never fo much abundance, yet 
will I ſtill remember Eterwity. In 
the midſt of my proſferity theſe 
ſhall be my thoughts, But how long 
ſball this laſt? will this fair weather 
never change ? will this comfor- 
table ſvn alwayes ſhine upon me ? 
Or if 1 ſhould live in proſperity all 
the days of my life , what ſhall it 
profit me after death ? After this 
ſweet but ſhort, pleaſing but peri- 
lous, unhappy happineſs,there ſhall 
{hortly follow Eternity, Eternity.But 
if the world goes ill with me, if it 
frown rpon me,if 1 meet with ma- 
ny croſſes, troubles and affli&tions, 
i* misfortunes betall me, if they 
ruſh upon me like waves, one on 
the neck of another,if I be turmoi- 
led and toſſed up and down, then 
theſe ſail be my daily thoughts. 
Well,let the world have its courſe, 
I am content to bear it, Gods will 
be done. Let the ſea bgtroubled, let 
the waves thereof roar, let the 
winds of aff!itions blow, let the 
waters of ſorrows ruſh upon me,let 
the clouds of tentations threaten 
rain and thunder, let the I 

0 


gy—_= WW 
—— ww 


PO wO0 - 


upon Eternity. 169 


of grief and heavineſs compaſs me 
about, yea though the foundations 
of the world ſhould ſeem to ſhake, 
yet will I not be afraid. Theſe ſtorms 
will blow over, theſe winds will be 
laid,theſe waves will tall;this tem- 
peſt cannot laſt long, and theſe 
clouds ſhall be diſpelled, What(oe- 
ever I (uffer here ſhall ſhortly have 
an end, I ſhall not ſuffer Eternilly, 
Come the worſt that can come, 
death will put an end to all my ſor- 
rows and miſeries. But no ſtorm to 
that Rorm of fire and brimſtone 
which the damned iball ſuffer in 
Hell Eternally and without end: All 
things here (hail have an end, but 
the torments there ſhall have no 
end. Whatſoever is not within 
the circle of Eternity, is ſhort, 
ſwift, and momentany, it is but a 
ſhadow, but a dream, ſo ſaith St. 
Chryſoflome, It is but a Modicum or 
a thing of nothing, a little, a very 
little, for ga little while, yea a very 
little while, Often doth our Savi- 
our beat upon this, ſpeaking to his 
Diſciples, All his own ſufferings, 
yea his moſt bitter death upon the 


. croſs, he caleth but a liez/e, All 


I 2 the 
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the ſufferings, puniſhments, and 
violent deaths of the Anoſtles, all 
but a little; And why ſhou'd not 
I alſo think it but a /ictle, whatſo- 
ever here I ſuffer, thcugh 1 ſhould 
ſuffer it an hundred yearstogether; 
Heb, 7. For yet alittle while, and he that ſhall 
27+ come. will come,.,nd will not tarry, 1 
will therefore ſuffer patiently 
whatſoever can happen, and ac- 
count one* thing only neceſſary, 
and that is, Todo nothing againſt 
my Conſcience,and diipleaſing une. 
to God. for all is ſafe and {ure with 
him who is certain and ſure of 
bleſſed Eternity. 


CHAP. III. 


This life in reſpeR of that which # to 
come, ts but as a Drop to the Oce- 
an, «little ſtone to the ſand upon 
the Sea ſhore, a Center to the Ci-2 
cle, a Modicum, 4 little, a very 
little time, a Minute to Eternity. } 
And ſuch are the ſufferings of this | 
life in reſpeft of the joyes that ſhall 
be hereafter, i 

Oft true it is, whatſoever la- | 
bour or ſorrow we ſuffer in 


this life, it is but a Modicum, fs 
] þ 
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for alittle while. It is the ſaying of 
8, Augufline, This Modicum or little 

awhile ſ'ems long unto us, becauſe it is 

not yet all paſt and gone : But when it 
ſhall come to an eud,then ſhall we per. 
ceive and underfland what a little 
while this Modicum was. The wileſt 
of men being to ſhew the vanity 
and ſhortneſs of this preſent lite, 
though it ſhould be lengthened to 
an hundred years : which ſew men: 
can reach unto, makes choice of 
the moſt minute things in the 
world, whereby to expreſs it, and 
ſet it forth by way of reſemblance; 
For thus we nod expreſsly in Ec- 


clefiailicus,The number of a mans days Eccluu, 
at the mo#t are an hundred years. As a18, 9g, 


drop of Water uxto the ſea, and a gra» 
vel- lone in compariſon of the ſand, ſo 
are a thouſand years to the days of Eter« 
wity, And why then do ye rejoyce 
in this, ye long-liv'd men, that ye 
have livedan hunlred years? All 
our years are, What are they? They 
are as adrop of water unto the ſea,and 
a gravel-fone in compariſon of the 
ſand, And what isa little ſtone to 
thoſe exceeding high mountains 
ot ſand: and whatisa ſmall drop 
I 3 of 


10s 


Ecclus, 
2. 23» 


Angui#t, 
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of water to the deep and fathom- 
leſs Sea? ſuch are fifty,ſixty,yea an 
hundred years. (Hear this, ye old 
men). They are but a Modicum, a 
very little while, but a Minute of 
time, indeed nothing at all to the 
days of Eternity. And yet, fooliſh 
and miſerable men, we are over- 
Joyed with this little tone, this 
ſmall drop; Our life is indeed alittle 
flone, but no jewel, no precious 
ſtone 3 it is made of no better mat- 
ter than ſand. Our life is a drop but 
not of ſweet and freſh water ; it is 
ſalt and brackiſh as the ſea»water 
15. For all bus days are ſorrows, and his 
travel grief 3 yia his heart taketh no 
reft in the night: So faith the Prea- 
cher.It is the counſel of S. 4ugufline, 
Recall to mind, ſaith he, the years 
that are pat,from Adam to this pre- 

ſent day;run over all the Scripture: 

It is but almoſt yeſterday ſince he 
fell, and was thruſt out of Paradiſe, 

For where are thoſe times that are 

paſt? Certainly it thou hadſt lived 

a | the time ſince adam was thruſt 

out of Paradiſe,eyen unto this pre- 

ſent, thou wouldſt perceive and 

confeſs that thy lite was not long, 

which 
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which isſo ſoon fled away. For 
what is any mans life ? Add as ma- 
ny years as thou wilt, imagine the 
longeſt old age: What is it?Is it not 
as a morning blaſt ? All this is moſt 
true, I pray you tell me, where is 
Adam now? where is Cain? where is 
long-liv'd Methuſelah ? where is 
Noah? where is Sem? where is Eber? 
where is moſt obedient Abraham ? 
where is Facob ? where is Foſeph ? 
They are dead and gone,their time 
is paſt : We may ſay of them, Vixe- 
runt, furrunt Troes, Once they were, 
$0 they are not. Thus our lite paſ- 
ſeth away 3 thus the glory of the 
world paſſeth away, O morning 
dew! O meer vanity ! What is it 
that we ſodeſire here>what ſolong 
as to be hoped or wiſhed for here? 
ſhort it is, a Modicum it is,it is vile 
and nothing worth,it is but a ſmall 
_ whatſoever thine eye be- 
oldeth here, It isa true ſaying of 
Gregory the great ; The 


ongelt Greg, 


meaſure of our life is but a point ; Mag. 


o” it is a ſhort line that begins,con- 
tinues, and ends 1n a points Is 


a moment, in th: twinkling of an 1 Cor. 
eje all things ſhall have an end: 15. 52, 


I 4 I have 
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Pſal, I1have ſeen an end of all perfefion , 
but thy commandment is exceeding 
6g, bGroad, (o faith the Pſalmift, Why 
then do we account any time long? 
For that which is paſt, now is not z 
that which is tocome , yet 15 not : 
and what is the preſent? The glaſs 
is always running, & the clock ne- | 
ver ſtands ſill: The hour paſſeth | 
away by flying minutes. What is | 
flown by, is paſt and gone: what is 
yet behind, 1s ſtill to come: But 
where is the time which w2 uſe ts 
call long? Bernard makes oftenmen- 
tion. of that moſt true and excellent 
Hierom, ſaying of 8. Hierom,(&,Reader, it is * 
worth obſerving) No labour ought | 
80 ſeem long unto ww, m0 time long,in 
wch we are ſeeking afterEternal glory. 
And yet though the life of man 
be but very ſhort in compariſon of | 
Eternity, there is none of the dam- 
ned that can juſtly accuſe God for 
not granting him a longer life, 
Theymuſt condemn themſelves for 
Ecclus, not living better.There is no inqniſi- 
41+ 4+ tion in the grave (ſaith Syracides) 
whether thou hatt lived ten or an hun, 
dred,or a thouſand years. 
In hell it is no time to ay 
0 
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of ſhortneſs of life Every man hath 
lived long enough,it he hath lived 
godly enough. 

Here;Chriſtian brother,I will deal 
more boldlyand _ with thee, 

& lay the matter (0 open that thou 
ſhalt ſee it clearly preſented before 
thine eyes. Thou ſayeſt that thou 
doſt often think-upon heaven,and 
that thou haſt an earneſt and long- 
ing deſire aſter Eternity. Sayeſt thou 
ſo? I hear thee,but 1 do not believe 
thee:neither would I have thee be. 
lieve me if I ſhould ſayſo of myſelf. 
For how can it be,O good Chriſti- 
an brother, how can it be that thou : 
orI ſhould think fo often &/o ſe- 
riouſly upon heaven,& have ſuch a. 
longing defire (as we ſay we have). 
after Eternity, and yet be ſo lake- 
warm, yea ſtone»cold,in matters of- 
religion ; ſo ſlow and backward to 

that which is good, ſo prone &for- 

ward to that which is evil.{o ready 
and willing to all manner of wan- 
tonneſs, ſo querulous and complat- 
ing,ſo flothtul & negligent; Where : 
we ihould be angry, there are we. 
too patient ; & where we ſhould be - 


patient and couragious, there are.: 
1.5: ve - 
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we too faint.hearted and pulillanis 


mous. In the fire of everylight affli. | 


&ion our patience melts and con- 
{umesaway : nay we are oſten caſt 
down witha word, we are blown 
down with the breath of mans 
mouth.But never are we more 1m- 
patient and deſperate, then when 
our wills are croſſed: I might ſpeak 
here of the hot 4poRems of luſt 
wherewith our hearts are often in- 
flamed and\woln, and likewiſe of 
thedevcuringCancerof envy,which 
often eats into our breaſts, & makes 
our fleſh conſume away : But I paſs 
them by. Notwithſtanding what 
hath been ſaid, we good and godly 
men, as we profeſs our ſelves, and 
would have others think us to be, 
are too timorous where we ſhould 
be bold, and too bold where we 
ſhould be timerous, glory in no- 
thing more then in this, That we 
have oiten in our minds the hearty 
deſires,the joys of Eternity.Believe 
it, it is ndt credible, that the 
thoughts of heaven ana Eternity 
ſhould be ſo often in our minds as 
we ſpeak of, and yet mean while 
that we ſhould live no better then 

ve 
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we do, Did I lay, It is not credible? 


Nay I ſay,Itis impoſſible, And thus 


I (hall declare ir. 
The Patriarch Facob ſerved his 


Uncle Laban for his daughter Ra- 


chel ſeven years, And they ſeemed to 
him but a few days for the love that he 
bare to her. Heareſt thou this who- 
ſoever thou art that ſo complain- 
eſt ? Thou ſerveſt no impoſtor or 
deceiver as Laban was, but God th 

maker-& him that will ſurely keep 
his covenant and promiſe. Thou 
ſerveſt not for a wife but for the 
Kingdom of heaven : not for the 
beauty and ſight of a wife, but for 
the beatifical viſion and Eternyst 
ſight of God : not for the delight & 
pleaſure of a wife, but for celeſiial 
and Eternal delights and pleaſures, 
And yet doth the trouble of one. 
winters day oftentimes ſo caſt thee 
down,that ſuddenlyall thy love to- 
ward;God and thy deſire after hea- 
ven begins to wax coldinthee, As 
ſoon as the ſtorm of adverſity be- 
gins, thou breakeſt forth into moſt 
bitter complaints, thou calleſt hea« 
ven &earth to witneſs, thou brea- 
thek nothing but revenge; yea cit- 
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times, I believe thou fſpareſt not » 
God hamſelf, but calleſt his juſtice 
into queſtion. At other times when 
pleaſure with her fawning allure- 
ments hath once enticed thee, ſhe 
doth ſo bewitch thee & take- away 
thy memory, that thou quite for- 
_ to ſerve God,and ſorunneſt. 
eadlong into the Labyrinth of ſin, 
which hath a fair entrance, at leaſt 
ſeemingly, but leadeth thee the 
next way to deſtruMion. Is this the 
vigilancy which thou ſo much tal- 
keſt of ? Is this thy heroical forti- 
tude and love of God ? How wilt 
thou ſerve God ſeven years, as Fa- 
cob did Lahaw, when (alas!) thou 
canſt. not endure the labour and 
Hark ſorrow of one ſhort day ? 0 Simon, 
- 14+ 37. Simon, ſleepeft thou ; could} thow not 
watch one hour with thy Lord and 
Maſter? but hear further.concern- 
ing the Patriarch Facob : He be- 
ing beguiled by his uncle Labas, 
who gave him blear-eyed Leah in- 
ſtead oO beautiful Rachel, ſerved 
him = ſeven years more for his 

daughter Rachel, whom he dearly ; 
loved : and ho doubt but thoſe (e- 

ven years alſo ſeemed unto = , 
ur 
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but as a few days for the exceed- 

ing great love that he had vnto 

her. And'it is very likely that of 

tentimes when he was weary at his 

work he had an eye unto Rachel's 

beauty, and ſaid thus with himſelf, 

(furely,for her beauty) She is wor=- 

for whom: | ſhould ſuffer ſeven 

years hard ſervice and, if need 

were, would not ſtick to ſerve yet 

ſeven years more. Such was the af- 

fe&tion that he bore unto Rachel, 

that it made him ſcarce ſenſible of 
any labour. 

Heareſt thon this,thou who goeſt 
for a ſoldier of Chriſt ? conceiveſk 
thou this, underſtandeſt thou this? 
How then canſt thon ſtill murmure 
againſt God?-T hou art bid to ſerve 
God for Gods ſake, that (o thou 
mayeſt at length enter into Gods 
Eternal reſt ; Thou art Exhorted to 
tolerance & patience bere, that ſo 
thou. mayeſt be made partaker of 
immortality with rhe bleſſed here- 
aſter: And yet fleepeſt thou,O flug» 
gard ? Haſt thou not anear to hear? 
Art thou ſtill complaining * Do bat 
reckou up the yeares which thou ha 
ſpent in the ſervice of God,& ſee whe- 
ther. thou haſt ſerved God faith- 
fully 
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fully and painfully twenty years,as | 
Faceb did Laban, I am afraid thou | 
wilt come ſhort in thy reckoning: 

Haſt thou ſerved God fo many 
months ? I tell thee, I make a que- 
ſion of it, Number the nights that 
thou haſt ſpent in watching arid 
praying, recount the days which 
thou halt ſpent in holy exerciſes, 
and ſee it tou canſt truly ſay unto 


Gen,31 God as Facobdid to Laban, In the 
40241, 4ay the drought _— me, and the 


froft by might, aud my ſleep departed 

from mine eyes. Thus bave I beeu twen- | 
ty years in thy howſe: I ſerved thee four- 
geen years for thy 10 daughters, & fix 
gears for thy cattel Tell me,Chriſti- 
an man, haſt thou ſerved God thus 
twenty years ? Thon knoweſt thy 
wages if thou ſerveſt God ; Not La- 
bans daughters,nor flocks of ſheep; 
God himſelf ſhall be the reward of 
thy ſervice : Thou ſhalt be bleſſed 
both in ſoul & body It ſhall be we!l 
with thee on every fide z Thou 
ſhalt enjoy all manner of delights; 
great delights without either lac- 
king or loathing, & without end. 
Thou ſhalt ſwim in the-bottoralefs 
Ocean of pleaſures : And yet (be- 
hold) 
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hold) thy hands are ſlack to every 
good work;Thy leet are flow togo 
to Church ; thy heart conſumes a- 
way with envy, flames with anger 
and revenge, aboundeth with the 
vermine of filthy thoughts, and is 
quite deadthrough flothfulneſs and 
impatience, Is this thy ſerving of 
God? 1s this the way,thinkeſt thou 


to heaven,to immortal liſe, to E- 


ternal bleſſedneſs ? Surely it is not. 
Why doſt thou not rather as Facob 
did,when thou art weary with any 
labour which thou undergoeſt in 
the ſervice of God, when theworld 
goes ill with thee, when — 
preſſeth thee, proſperity feducet 

thee, and labours burden thee, lift 
up thine eyes to heaven, behold 
Rachel, who is promiſed unto thee, 
and thus comfort up thy elf. Be not 
troubled, O my ſoul : Behold thy 
Rachel,thy Rachel which is in hea- 
ven,fair Rachel,comely Rachel; Ra- 
chel that is ail beautiful,not having 
any one blemiſh about her! Behold 
heaven,and the houſe of thy Eter- 
nal reſt and p'eaſure! Be content to 
ſuffer for a while, alittle ſorrow, 
& ſore pains: For thou ſhalt ſhort- 


ly 


r8> The ſixth Conſideration 
ly be where thy Rachel is 3 and * 
there thou ſhalt bz the more joy- | 
ful and bleſſed, by how much the 
more thou art here ſorrowful and 
afflicted : There ſhall thy reſt be 
the more pleaſant and joyful, by 
how much the more thy1ile here is 
heavy and painful Well then,be of 
good courage, ſhew Chriſtian for- 
titude and patience. Eternity,blef- 
ſed Eternity is more worth , in- 
finitely more worth; than all that 
we can do or ſuffer. HI thus,O Chri- 
ſtian brother, thou wouldeſt ant+ 
mate and encourage thy ſelf, if 
with ſuch eyes thou wouldeſt oft- 
ner look up to heaven,if with-ſuch 
affection thou wouldeſt daily 
think upon Eternity ; believe it, all 
thy days of ſervice here on earth 
would ſeem but few, for the great 
love which thou wouldeſt have 
unto Eternity ; Thou wouldeſt 
count all labour eafie, all rroubles 
welcome, all loſſes gain. This I will 
_— therewith 1 will conclude, 
The more a man thinks upon the 
Eternity of the world to come, the 
more care he will take here, to 
lead a godly life in this preſent 
world, THE 
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THE SEVENTH 
ONSIDERATION 


upon 


ETERNITY, 


How Chriftians uſe 10 p2int 
Eternity, 


- E that is to go through an 
houſe in the dark muſt go 

> Ewarily and leiſurly, ſtep after ſtep, 
and he muſt grope for the wall, If 
mans underſtanding will be prying 

into Eterwity, if he thinks here in 
= this life to enter into it, he is much 
d-| deceived: The way is dark and full 
5| Wof difficulties, Hz may kurt himſelf 
| by the way, but he ſhall never 
here attain unto it. The way thi- 
| Wther is but ſhort indeed : but when 
— 'Y man is once in, there is no com- 
ming 
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ming out again. And yet though |} 
no mortal man can ſo conceive of 
Eternity, that he can certainly ſay 
what it 1, notwithſtanding the in- 
finiteneſs thereof is ſhadowed out} 
by certain pi&tures and reſemblan. 
ceS,in ſuch manner that every man 
may have a glimjſe of it Whatſo- 
ever we ſpeak or write concerning 
Eternity. howſoever weſct it out in I} 
colours ; all is but a ſh2dow,yea a | 
ſhadow ot (ſhadows : No Oratoxr.in | 
the world can with all his Rheto« IJ i 
rick,ſufficiently expreſs it zNo Lim- 
ner With all his curious art & skill 
can (et it forth to the life. IF all 
time- that ever were and ever ſhall } 
be: ſhou!d be put together , they 
would infinitely come ſhort of E- 
zernity :' The latitude thereof is not 
to be meaſured, neither by hours 
nor days,nor weeks, nor moneths, 
nor years, nor Lu#Ira's, nor Olympi- 
ads,nor Inditions,nor Fubilees, nor 
Ages, nor Plato's years, nor by the 
moſt flow motions of the Eighth 
ſphere, though theſe were multipli- 
ed by a thouſand, ora million, or 
the greateſt multip'yer or Number 
wrmbering that can be imagined. 
Neither 
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Neither can it be meaſured by any 
Number numbered,as by the Stars of 
y heaven, the ſands of the lea, the 
- I graſs of the field, the drops of the 
1 J 11 vers, arid ſuch like. The number 
. By of Eternity is paſt finding out. 

n | The $Sailers uſe to ſound the depth 
. (yt of the ſea by a plummet and a line: 
2 1<tusallo let down the plummet 
n {yy and line of our humble and reve- 
a 
n 


J rent cogitations,to ſound the depth 

y of Eternity, which yet is paſt find- 
- [9 ingout. But if we will go by this 
Map, if we will ſail by this Card, if 
we will view well this Pitzre, we 
ſhall come much nearer finding it, 
than otherwiſe we ſhould, 

Chrift as a Child, taken as it were 
from the manger, and the cradle, 
almoſt quite naked, and without 
clothes, tands in the clouds 2 9 his 

oulders he bears a Croſs:in the clouds 
there is this inſcription, E' ERNL 
TY: beneath Chris feet, down upon 
the earth there is the Sceletox of a 
man,or nothing but the bones of a 
|- Wman without hair or sKin, only he 
'r Whath a beard to be known by: is his 
'r Wleft hand he holdeth a prece of parchs | 
|. Woent,in which theſe words arewri- 
;r ten, 
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Gregor, tel, Momentaneum quod deleat, 
That which delighteth is momentany : 
in his right hand he holdeth up an 
Apple, Near unto him there ſtand, 
eth a Raven pecking a ſhell-fiſh, 
with this ſubſcription, C148, Cras,To 
morrouws, To morrow, The earth open; 


her mouth, and flames of fire break 


forth and tend aloft, in which theſe 


Gregor, 


. words are written, Mternum quod 
cruciat, That which tormenteth 1s Eter- , 


nal, Chrit coming down from the 
clouds[ſ4v0 adorewith bended knees 

of divers ſex, in the place of all 
mankind. Behind them there is a 
running Hony-glaſs, or a Dial mea- 

ſuring hours by the running of was 

ter, called a Clepſydra ; and a Book 

lying wideopen. On one page there 

is written, T-ey ſpend their dayes in 

Job 21, irth, aud in a moment go dawn to 
13, the grave, On the other page, Who 
Rom. 7, ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
24.4eath ? Betore them ſtand Two 
heaverly Angels, which embrace 

them with their arms; and poin« 


ting at Chrift,bid them lift up their 


eves unto him This is the PiQure: 


T ze meaning followeth, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. TI. 
Chrift iuviting. 
A Hriſt the Eterxal fon of the 
Eternal God came into this 
world,clad with no other garment 
than we, that is, ſtark naked. The 
garment of immortality and inno- 
cency we loſt by Adaw's diſobedi- 
ence. And now (alas !) how miſe- 
rably arrayed do we come into this 
world ! Chriſt together with us, 
yea for us, ſuffereth puniſhment 
and yet was not guilty of any fin. 
But what meaneth this Croſs upon 
the ſhoulders of the Son of God 2? It 
15a bed on which he ſlept in death. 
Go/gotha was his chamber. The 
thorns his pillow, and the Croſſe 
his bed. Which many religious men 
ot former times well conſidering 
with themſelves, have voluntarily 
and freely choſen to lie hard and 
take little reſt, chat at the day of 
Relurre&tion they might riſe joy- 
tully to reſt Eternal. Some, as we 
may read , have made the earth 
their Mattreſ;, Sackcloth their 
Sheer, 
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Gregor, ten, Momentaneum quod delefiat, 
That which delighteth is momentany : 


in his right hand he holdeth up an 
Apple, Near unto him there ſtand, 


eth a Raven pecking a ſhell-fſh, 
with this ſubſcription, C148, Cras,70 
mMorrou), To morrow, The earth opens 


her mouth, and flames of fire break , 


forth and tend aloft, in which theſe 


Gregor, 


words are written, Fternum quoi 
cruciat, That which tormenteth is Eter- . 


nal, Chrift coming down from the 
cloudsT[4v0 adorewith bended knee; 
of divers ſex, in the place of all 
mankind. Behind them there is a 
rvbning Honr-glaſs, or a Dial mea- 
ſuring hours by the running of was 


ter, called a Clepſydra z and a Book 


lying wideopen. On one page there 

is written, T-ey ſpend their dayes in 

Job 21. ninth, aud in a moment go dawn to 
13, the grave, On the other page, Who 
Rom. 7. ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
24. death ? Betore them ſtand Two 
heavenly Angels, which embrace 

them with their arms; and poin« 


ting at Chrift,bid them lift up their 


eves unto him This is the PiGFure; 


Taz meaning followeth, 


CHAP, 


—_ ks Mm od a ao .o.c.fi.: 
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CHAP. I. 
Chrift inviting, 
 Hriſt the Eternal ſon of the 
Eternal God came into this 
world,clad with no other garment 
than we, that is, ſtark naked. The 
garment of immortality and inno- 
cency we loſt by Adam's diſobedi- 
ence. And now (alas !) how miſe- 
rably arrayed do we come into this 
world ! Chriſt together with us, 
yea for us, ſuffereth puniſhment 
and yet was not guilty of any fin. 
But what meaneth this Croſs upon 
the ſhoulders of the Son of God ? It 
isa bed on which he lept in death. 
Go/gotha was his chamber. The 
thorns his pillow, and the Croſſe 
his bed. Which many religious men 
ot former times well conſidering 
with themſelves, have voluntarily 
and freely choſen to lie hard and 
take little reſt, that at the day of 
Relurrection they might riſe joy- 
tully to reſt Eternal. Some, as we 
may read , have made the earth 
their Mattreſ;, Sackcloth their 
Sheet, 
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. bare bones ofa man, which by all 
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Sheet, and a Stone their Boulſter, 
And many there are which do (6 
ſtill ro this day. But I leave them, 
and rerurn to Chriſt. He ſuffered 
death, even that moſt bitter and 
ſhameful death of the Croſs. To what 
end ? That he might ſave us from 
death Eterwal. Dye we mukt all of 
us 3 but our death is but ſhort. ln a 
moment, inthe twinckling of an 
eye the ſoul is ſnatched from the 
body, and this is all that which we 
call Death.But it is not ſo with them 
in Hell: Their rorments far ex- 
ceed all the ſorrows and pangs of 
death, not only becauſe they are 
more grievous for their quality, 
but alſo becauſe they are of longer 
continuance beyond all compari- 
ſon ; for they are Eternal, So then 
their torments are, always to be 
tormented 3 and their death,to die 
always. And from this death hath 
Chriſt the Son of God delivered 
us ; the Child that we ſcedeſcribed 
walking amidſt the clouds, Under 
his feet is a bare Sceleron, or the 


ſigns we may gather to be our fore- 


father 4dams.tlearken ye —_—_ 
an 
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and ye childrens children,hearken 
unto the words of your tore-father 
Adam thus ſpeaking unto you, 


CHAP. IL, 


Adam lamenti ur. 


My children, happy then 1- 

deed, if your fore-father had 
known his own happineſs, but 
now miſerable, and that even in 
this, becauſe mine. By me were 
you deſtroyed before you were be- 
gotten; by me were you damned 
before you were brought forth, I 
tain would be as God, and by that 
means 1 am left ſcarce a man. Be- 
fore you could perith, you all pe- 
riſhed in me.I my ſelf do not know 
whether you may better call me a 
Father, or a Tyrant, and a murde- 
rer, 1 cannot wonder or complain 
juſtly that you are fo vicious and fo 
ſinful : for you learned it of me. L 
am ſorry that you are ſo diſobedi- 
ent: but this you learned alſo of 
me, I was firſt diſobedient unto 
God that made me. The Angels in 


heaven bluſh & are aſhamed to ſee 
your 
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= gluttony and intemperance 2 | 


ut this is your Fathers tuult Your 
pride hath made you odious and 
deteſtable berore God ; but this 
monſter firſt conquered and t. 1um- 
phed over me, and (o pride become 
more proud than (he w.s betore, 


This is the inheritance you receive Þ 
from me, nothing elſe but an heap Þ 
of miſeries. God indeed of his Þþ 
free good will gave unto me by a Þ 
ſure promiſe Heaven for an inhe- F 


ritance, and intailed it upon you :? 


; 
: 
{ 


| 


But I have undone you all, cut off Þ 


the intail, and prodigally made 


away all tor one bit. I valued my | 


wite and an apple more than you 
all, more than Heaven, more than 
God. A curſed and unhappy din- 
ner, for which deſerved to ſup 
in hell many thouſand years after. 
T lived in Paradiſe, a garden full of 
all delight and pleaure beyond 
1magination: God gave me the 
free uſe of all things therein 3 one- 
ly the fruit of one tree was forbid- 
den me, I was Lord of all the 
Creatures, I was wiſe and beauti- 
full, trong and Iluſty. 1 abounded 
with all manner of delights, The 
Air 


"”" _ _—— * 


pt 
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Air was then as temperate as 
could be deſired 3 the Clouds were 
clad in bright blew; the Heaven 
ſmiled upon us; the Sunne did 
ſhine ſo pure that nothing could be 
more All things ſeemed to gratifie 
us at our new marriage. Our eyes 
could behold nothing but that 
which was flouriſhing and pleaſing 
to them. Our ears were conti- 
nually filled with muſick, the 
birds thoſe nimble C< horiſters of 
the Air ever warbling out their 
pleaſant ditties, The Earth of it 
ſelf brought forth odoriferous cins 
namon and ſaffron. I was compaſ- 
ſed about with pleaſures on every 
ſide. I lived 'ree and remote from 
all care, ſorrow, fear, labour, ſick- 
nes and death. 1 ſeemed to bea 
God upon earth. The Angels in 
heaven rejoyced to fee my happi- 
neſs: there was none that did 
envy me but my felt. But becauſe 
I obeyed not the voice of God, all 
theſe evils fell upon me. I was 
driven out of Paradiſe, baniſhed 
from the fight of God, and !or 
ſhame [ hid my face. Labour, for- 
row, Mourning, fears, tears, cala- 
K 2 Mitics, 
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mities, a thouſand mileries ſeized 
upon me, and quite wearied me 
out : you feel it, as many as are 0t 
my family:and that which ſeemeth 
to be the end of all temporal mt- 
fery and forrow, is oftentimes the 
beginning of Eternal. O my chul- 3 
dren, learn by your own wotul ex ? 
perience, learn by your own lols # 


and mine, learn, I ſay, to be wiſe | 


at length. I willgive you but one 
leſſon, and it is but in three words, 
which you {hall do well to learn |? 
by heart, and that is, To hate finu, | 
Behold ; Do you nct ſee a grievors || 
fame breaking out hard by me? | 
It hath burnt ever ſince ſin firt en- | 


tred into the world, and thallne- 


ver be put out. All other puniſh- 
ments are but l1ght,and ſhall ſhort. 
ly have an end: but the damned 
ſhall be tormented in this flame for 
ever and ever. Now if we wil,,we 
may eſcape it. Heaven is ſet open 
to all; but there is no coming to 
it, but by the way of repentance, 
and the gate of the croſs. He that 
walketh in this way, and entreth 
in at this gate, may be certain of 
his ſalvation, and eternal joy = 
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g lite. It isa well-known faying of 
Saint Auguitine, Cras, Cras, that 7 
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the Kingdom of Hzaven, where he 
ſhall have an everlaſting habitatt- 
on. This is the counſel of Adam 
to-his children, I ſay it is Adam's 
counſel. 

Who falling once, did make his chil- 

dren all 


1 | Both guilty of his puniſhment ans fa, 


is = 


CHAP. III. 
The Ravens croaking. 


A TEar unto the Sceleton of the 

Protoplait, or the bare bones 
of the firſt man that God made, is 
the Ravens place in the picture, 
which maketh very much tor the 
repreſentation of Eternity to the 


15, [0 morrow, To morrow, t the 
voice of the Raven : mourn there- 
fore like a Dove, and beat thy brea#t, 
The chiefeſt cauſe, that I conceive, 
why moſt men loſe their part and 
portion of bleſſed Eternity, 15 be- 
cauſe they ſeek it not Today, but 
deter the ſeeking of it till To mor- 
row For what 13 more frequent or 
ordinary, then putting off repen- 


K 3 tance 


4.4 
KOH 5 


192 The ſeventh Conſideration 


tance till T6 morrow, To morrow, 
which God doth know we are un- 
certain whether we ſhall live to ſee 
or no ? but that we may not ſeem 
to put it off without ſome fair pre- 
tence we make many lair promiſes 
unto Gud, 
T will To morrow, that I will, 
{ will be ſure to do it 
To morr -w comes, To morrow goes z 
And till thou art todo it, 
1hw till repenzanc» ts deſerr'd 
From one day to auothey : 
QX u1ill the day of Death i come, 
And Fudgmeut #5 the other. 


But the day of promiſe is ſo long 
a coming, that the day of death ot- 
ten preventeth it, and we are ſud- 
denly ſnatcht away , and ſwallowed 
up of Eternity, and ſo plunged into 
the gulf, miſerable men that we 
are, into the gulf of everlaſting 
horrour and deſpair. This is it that 
undoeth many, ſaith Saint 4«gw- 
Hin; Whileſt they cry, Cras,Crar, 
To morrow, To morrow, the gate is 
ſuddenly ſhut againſt them. There- 


fors the Son of Sir:ch often cal- 
teth 


53 of 


upon Eternity. 193 


leth upon us to this purpoſe, Make 
#0 tar»Jing to tury unto the Lord , 


and put wot off from day to day : 7 7 


For ſuddenly fhall the wrath of 
God come forth , and in thy ſecu- 
rity thou ſhalt be defiroyed, and 
periſh in the day of vengeance. It 


was truly (aid of Seneca that Roman genera. 


Philoſ.-pher, A great part of our 
lite we ſpen1 in doing ill ; the 
greateſt part in doing nothing; but 
all in doing another thing rather 
than that we ſhould. Not unlike to 
Archimedes , who when Syracuſe 
was taken , was ſitting ſecure at 
home, and drawing circles with 
his eompaſs in the duſt, For do 
we not ſce moſt men, when the 
Eternal ſalvation of their ſouls 1s 
in queſtion, handling their duſt, 
and ftretching themſelves to their 
furtheſt compals, ſet upon the ten- 
ter- hooks as it were,and diſtracted 
with law ſuits, money-matters , 
worldly buſineſſes, and labours 
that ſhall nothing profit them at 
the laſt 7 Eternity is a thing they 
never once think of, orelle very 
ſeldom, and then but lightly for 
a ſnatch and away, as Gogges are 
K 4 ſaid 


Ecclits, 


Lea%! 


194 The ſeventh Conſideration 
ſaid to lap at Nils. Martha, Martha, 


IO. 41, than art careful and troubled about 


many things , but one thing ts needful, 
and tkat 1s Beatitude or bleſſednels : 
not that on earth, which ſuch as it 
15; is yet but ſhortz bur that in 
heaven, which 15 Eternal. 

Betore we take any buſinet(s in 
hand, we commonly examine it at 
Tis well known rule, faying, Is ze 
worth my pains 4 Shall I get my 
brea!byit 4 Should not a Chriſti» 
an man rather in the beginning 
ot every work ſit down and ſay 
with himſelf, Shall gain heaven 
byit ? Will it any thing further me 
in the way to bleſſed Fiernity ? We 
do not love to trouble eur heads 
with ſuch Ouzre's as thele, we 
put cf the kearing ol them till an- 
other tims : we Co adjourn it 
from one tim? to another, and 
another, and fil another 5 and 
at the laſt day of the Term, we will 
grant a hearing. Fooliſh men? when 
at laſt we are not able to labour, 
then we firſt begin to think of la- 
bour, When we muſt needs depart 
out of this world, then we begin 
to think upon another world, 

When 
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When we can live no longer here 
then we begin to think of the 
like to come hereafter. When the 
hour-glaſs of our ſhort time is xun 
out, then we begin to think of E- 
#1rrwity, When there is no time left 
tor repentance, then p:eſently we 
willrepent» When the gate is ſhut, 
then we knock.But this is the faulr 
ol ay ſinners in general,ftill to defer 
their repentance from day to day. 
Every ſinner is ready to ſay, (faith 
Saint Auguftine) I cannot now, 1 
will another time, Alas! Alas! Ff 
another time, why wot now ? 


7 


Augns, 


Dionyſus King of Sicily diſro* Dionsf, 


bmg Apollo of his cloth of gold, 


8 ſaid thus, Alec aftati nic byems 
8 veitrs heac convenit., It ts a Weave 
8 neither fit for Winter nor Summer. 
| In Summer it is too heavy, and in 


winter it i5too cold. So do man 
(faith Saint Ambroſe) play with 
n 


I God, and deceive their ow 
| ſouls. They ſay, Leta young man 


live accqgding to the faſhion of 
the World s let him drink and 
dance ; let him go to the Horſe- 
race,and to the Wreſtlers ; let him 


30 a courſing in the fields with: 


K 5 his 
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his companions. It 15 for old men 
to ſtay at home, and not to ſtirre 
abroad, unleſs it be to Church. 
This is too melancholy a life for 
a young man, But when they grow 
old, what do they then? T hen are 
they old and ſickly, weak and fee- | 
ble : you muſt not look for thele 
things of them at that age: their # 
ſtcength will not permit: it is not 
with them as formerly it hathÞ 
been 3 you muſt give them leave to, 
let them have | 
this is all} 


take theireaſe ; 

care of their health: 

they have todo. Thus we let the 
Summer and Winter of our age 

paſs away, and never once think 

of the Eternal Spring.Butlet us re- 

Cal. 6. member our ſelves, and as we hav! 
IO, opportunity let ws do good, But let 
not our ſong be any more, with 

the black Raven, Cras, Cras, 7 

To morrow , and fo let 
and To merrow, and the 
next, and ſo our whole life pal; 
away, and Eternity overtake 1 
before we are aware, ' To morrow | 
not, To day only is ours, So fait 
Saint Fames, Go to now, ye tha 
4-13» ſay, To day, or to morrow we wil 


<= 


17 
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g0 into ſuch a City, and continae there 

a year, and buy and ſell, and get gain 3 
whereas ye know not what ſhall be 61 

r the morrow. For what t our life ? It 

y u even a vapour that appeareth for a 

@ little time, and then vaniſheth azyay. 

:- © It wasa very good anſwer that Meſ' ae:f9- 
e WF ſodamus gave one,inviting him to adam um, 
teaſt the next day,(as it is reported 
by Guido Bituricenſis) My friend, 
faith he, why doſt thou invite me 
againſt to morrow ? Idurſt not tor 
theſe many years ſecure my (<1 thar 
I ſhould live one day; for I have 
expected death every hour. No 
man 1s ſufficiently armed againſt 
death,unle(s he be al ways prepared 
toentertain it. What 1s it elſe but 
raſhneſs and folly, folly and mad- 
neſs, and indeed meer contempt 
of Eternity , for a man to lve 
down in eaſe upon a feather bed, 
to ſleep ſecure ſnorting and ſno- 
ring, and to lodge an enemy, a 
deadly enemy, all the while, ſin, 
in his very bolom ? Sudden ſeaiths 
are very common and ordinary 
amongſt us. How many have we 
heard of, that went to bed well o- 
ver night for ought any man cou'd 
tcy, 
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tell, and were found dead in the 
morning ! I wil! not ſay carried 
away out of their beds and caſt 
:nto Hell-fire; whether it be (0 of 
no, God knoweth. Have we not 
ſeen and known ſome that have | 
been ſuddenly ſtruck, fallen ſick, 
and died in the ſpace of an hour ? 
Within an hour ? yealeſs than an 
hour, ſound and ſick, quick and 
dead. And yet do we (raſh and 
fooliſh men) procraſtinate it from 
day to day (that is nothing) from 
year to year do we deferre our 
Repentance, and the amendment 
of our lives, and death mean time 
unexpected ſcizeth upon us, and 
delivereth us up ufito Eternity, 


Auguſt,Saint  Anguitine , correRting in 


himſelf ſuch lingering and dange- 
rous delay,ſuch lenitude and back- 
wardneſs of mind and will to re- 
pent, ſaith thus, I felt and found 
how I was held, intangled,and Iut- 
tered ſuch lamentable complaints 
as theſe, Onamdinu, quamdin, Cras 
& Cras ? quare non hec hora finis 
turpiuding mex ? How long ſhall 
I deterre, and ſtill cry To morrow, 
To morrow ? Why do I not now 

begin, 
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begin,even this very preſent hour> 
Why do I not break off my ſinful 
courſe, and begin to live better ? 
thus I ſpake and ell a weeping for 
very contrition of heart, 

Antony the Great (as S3int Hierown 
witneſſeth) when he uſed exhorta- 
tions to the people to ſtir them up 
to godlineſs and virtue, was wont 


I to wiſh them always to keep in 


mind, and often meditate upon 
thatſaying of the Apoſtle, So! non 
occidat ſuper iracundiam vetram, Let 
not the Suw go down upon your 


3 wrath, And this prohibition he 
| Cid not reſtrain towrath onely,but 


made it general ; Let not the Sun 


| go down upon your wrath, hatred, 
| malice, envy, luſt, or any other 
| ſin, leſt it depart from you as wit- 


neſs againſt you. 

Fohy Patriarch of Alexandria 
had a certain controverſie with 
oneNicetas,a chief man of that city. 
The matter was to be tried at law, 
Fohn was for the poor, Micetas 
for his money. But for peace lake 
there was a private meeting and 
hearing appointed, to ſee i: they 
could come to ſome compoſition 
anc. 
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and agreement. They met, the) 
fell to words, they were hot at it, 
a great deal of choler and ſtomach 
was ſhown on both parts, neither F 
would yield a jot, neither would 
depart an inch from his right. A | 
great conflik there was between | 
them, many hours ſpent to little F 
purpoſe : they were further off 
from Agreement at length then 
before; for neither would yield to 
Conditions propounded by either, 
Well, it grew latez they depar- 
ted more offended and diſplea- Þ 
ſed one with another than betore, 
and ſo left the ſuit pendent. Nice- 
tas thought it a hard caſe to part 
with his money, and tie Patriarch 
ſeemed to bein the right, and to 
ſtand out in the cauſe of God and 
the poor. But yet when Mieetas 
was gone, the good Biſhop weighed 
the matter better with kimſelf, 
and condemned himſelf for his 
pertinacy, and though he was in 
a good cauſe and knew it alſo, yet 
fiid, Can think that God will be 
well pleaſed with this implacable 
wrath, and wilful tubbornneſs ? 
The night draweth on : And ſhall I 

ſuffer 
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ſuffer the Sun to go down upon 
my wrath ? Thats impious, and 
not according to the counſel of the 
Apoſtle, So the good Prelate could 
not be at reſt till he had ſent unto 
Nicetas: For he out of harid ſent 
meſſengers of good eſteem, and 
gave them this charge, that they 
ſhould ſay no more to him but 
onely this, Domine, Sol ad occaſum 
eft, that is, Sir, the Sun && go- 
ing down, Upon the hearing 
ot which meſſage there was ſuch 
a ſudden alteration wrought in 
Nicetas , that his high ſtomach 
came down preſently, he began 
to melt, his eyes did ſtand full 
ſwola with tears, and he had 
much ado to keep themin, Out 
of doors he ran preſently after 
the meſſengers (for he made haſte 
to ſpeak with the Patriarch) and 
coming to him in humble manner, 
ſaluted him thus, Holy Father, I 
will be ruled by you in this or in 
any other matter. Whereupon the 
Patriarch mide him very welcome : 
Se they embraced each other very 
lovingly,ar.d became good friends. 
Great ſurely was the virtue, and 
ſpeedy 
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* ſpeedy was the operation of theſe 
Mew words, ihe Sunue &#& going 
down : For preſently upon the 
hearing thereof a peace was con- 
cluded betwixt them, which was 
ſought for before with multitude | 
of words but could not be effected, 
Sodo thon, whoſoever thou art I 
that knoweſt thy ſelf guilty of a- 
ny grievous ſinne, if not before, 
towards the evening at leaſt call 
to mind thoſe operative words, 
The Sunne # going down. For 
what knoweſt thou whether thou 
ſhalt riſe again with the Sunne or 
no? And ifthoudieſt in the night 
without Repentance, it 15a que- 
ſion in which Eternity thou (halt 
have thy part, whether of the 
bleſſed, or of the curſed. Where- 
fore do what thou haſt to do quick- 
ly, The Suw #© going down, But 
have a care it go not down upen 
thy luſt or luxury, envy or blaſ- 
phemy, detraction or theft, cr 
upon any other grievous ſinne un- 
repented of. Good God ! whata 
thing is this ? if there be but a 
ſtain in a garment, a ſpor in the 
face, ablotin a cap, we preſently 
ue 
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uſe ſome means to take it out, or 
waſh it of, Are theſe ſuch eye- 
ores tous?and yet are we (o blind 
:ithin, that we cannot ſee our ma- 
ifold corruptions avd pollutions? 
Sr do we ſee and ſuffer them 27 
, [$12 we luffer them, and not be 
: | coubled at them?are we troubled, 


nd yet feek no means to expiare 
gre polluted at any time with the 


nd purge them out ? When we 


G : 

i #:in of ſinne, we ſhould labour 
_relently to take it out: The ſooner 

nu i: 

ws is done , the better and the 


flier it is. Therefore faith Saint 


repent : but that is not all ; our 
2entance mult be alſo ſpeedy, tor 
ar leſt the Heavenly husband- 
an in the Goſpel, that planted a 


*” tree in his vineyard, come and 
"4 Eg : 
n ek for fruit,and finding none, ſay 


c. Fo the dreſſer of his vineyard, 
t it down, If the ſentence be 
ce paſt, there 15 no avoiding the 
tal blow : Down it muſt. It 
erefore we find our ſelves cnce 
; punded with finne, let us look 
4 help in time. The brute beaſts 
| ch have no underſtanding will 
teach 


mbroſe, We ought to be caretul Ambrof 
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teach us(o much providence. The 
Harts of Candy or Crete, as ſoon as 
they areftruck, runne preſently 
to their Diftamuum or Ditrany: 


The Swallows, to cure the blind- 
neſs of their young ones eyes, flye 


to tetch their Chelidonium or Ce-Þ 
landine: The Dogge, when h:| 


is ſick, maketh haſte to his Gra 
to give hima vomit: The Toa 
fighting with the Spider,as ſoon x 
ſhe feeleth her cli begin to (wel, 
crawleth to her Plantawe, and {6 
15s recovered. Theſe by a naturl 
inſtinct know their own prope! 
medicines, and upon all occa 
ſions preſently make recourſe 1unt! 
them. But we poor miſerabl: 
men,more unreaſonable and with 
out underſtanding than the Beaſts 
are wounded every day, and that 
many times deadly, and yet not- 
withſtanding we ſeek for no medi 


We uſe the ſame diet, wewere wort 
to do,we talk as freely and merri| 
a+ ever ve did, we go to bed: 
our accuſtomed hour, and fl: 
according to our old compab 
But Repentance is the Phyſick th 
20t 


| 
| 
| 


cine to cure our ſpiritual diſeaſes 


. 
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goeth againſt our ſtomachs ,Conrrs. 
tion cutteth us to the heart,Gonfeſ- 
fron leemeth bitter in our mouths : 
y: & we chooſe rather to continue ſick, 
1d-IY then to be cured. This is our mi- 
Ive BY ferable condition : fo fooliſh are 
Ce-BY we, and void of underſtanding, 
he either not knowing, or at leaſt,not 
ral 3 embracing that which would make 
ox 9 for our Eternal good. 

nx if we would give ear unto the 
el, eounſel of the heavenly Angels, 
d which ſeem in the piture accord- 
ing to their deſcription, to give di- 
rection unto v5,and are indeed ap- 
pointed by God as miniſtring ſpi- 
its for our good z if we would, 
I ſay, give ear unto their counſel, 
then certainly we ſhould neither 
uffer our eyes to ſleep nor our eye- 
lids to ſlumber, neither the temples 
ff our heads to take any reſt, un- 
ill our peace and reconciliation 
vere made with God, They put 
» ſtill in mind that our day is als 
no? ſpent, that the night draws 
dn, that our glaſs is near running 
ut, that death is at hand, and at- 
er death cometh judgment : But 
xe ſecurely walk on in our old 
way : 
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way : Let the day (ſpend, let the 
night draw on, let the glaſs run 
out ; come death, follew judgment; 
we are not troubled at it, we care 
not, we regard not, no warning cf 
the 4ngels will ſerve our turn. 


We ſweetly ſleep, and never 
dream of this. 


Unhappymas whoſoever thou art! 
---Potes hoc {ub caſu ducere ſomno;'ff 


And canſt thou ſleep in ſuch; | 
caſe as this ? | 


Canſt thou go to bed, with: 
Conſcience thus laden with fin! 
Canſt thou take any rei when thou 
lieſt in danger of Eternal death! 
Canſt thou lodg in the ſame bei 
with the brother of death,andenÞ 
tertain ſleep into thy boſom ? | 
can, I tell thee, that I can,and find 
no harm atall by it. Be not to 
confident: That may happen in 
the ſpace of one hour, which hat 
not happened ina thouſand. Thou 
art not paſt danger : For conſid: 
with thy felf how long thou hal 
to live. There 15 no great diſlancYi 
betwixt thy ſonl and death, 

an 
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e Wand Eternity, It is gone in a 
n W breath. Thou mayeſt moſt truly 
t; ſay every hour, I am within one 
re degree of death, within one toot, 
of yea within one inch. Death need 
not ſpend all his quiver upon thee : 
One arrow, the head of one ar- 

re frow ſhall wound thee to the heart, 
Jani make (uch a large orifice, that 
jt {blood and (picits and life and all 
Wal ſuddenly run out together, 
\ {Either thou liveſt in a malignant 
hi End corrupt air, or eſe thou art 
roubled with diſtillations falling 
h iWown from thy head upon thy 
in '\Wungs, or <lſe there is ſome ob- 
thoMru&ion in the veins or in the 11- 
er, or elſe the vital ſpirits are ſuf- 
ocated, orelle the pulſation of the 
\rteries 15s intercepted, or elſe the 
nimal ſpirits run back to their 
ead, and there are either frozen 
0 death, or elſe drowned. One 
ay or other thou poſteſt to the 
nd of thy ſhort race : and preſent - 
MW thou art but a dead man,carried 
way to Eterwity in the turning of 
n hand, before thou couldſt ima- 
ine or think upon :it.There are a 
1, >4Mouſand wayes to bring a man fo 
all 'S 
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hisend 3 Ido not ſpeak of lingring 
deaths, before which there goes 
ſome warning, but of ſudden deaths 
that ſummon us, arreſt us, and 
carry us away all in a moment. He 
dies ſuddenly that dies unprepared- 
ly. Death is not ſudden it it be 
foreſeen and always expeRed That 
is ſudden death which was unpreme- 
ditated;and unpremeditated death 
is the worſt of all deaths:And from 
ſuch ſudden death good Lord de- 
liver us. It4s good counſel for every 
one,let him be of what age he will, 
for no age is priviledged morethan 
another;death hath a general com- 
miſfon which extends to all piaces, 
perſons, ages,there is none exempt; 
It is good counſel then, I fay, for 
every one at all times, and in all 
places, and in all companies to ex» 
pe& death,and to think every day, 
yea every hour to be his laſt ; Then 
let him die, when pleaſe God, he 
ſhall not die ſuddenly. How many 
men have we heard of, whoſe light 
hath (uddenly been put out, and 
lite taken away either by a fall, or 
the halter, or poyſon, or ſword, or 


fire, or watcr, or Lions pawes, or 
Boars 
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Boars tusks, cr Horſe heels, and a 
thouſand mo:e ways than theſe ! 
As many ſenſes as we have, (that 
number is nothing.) As many parts 
and members as we have, (and yet 
that isnothing ) As -many pores as 
there be in all the parts of our body 
put together, ſo many windows are 
there for death to creep in at, to 
ſteal upon us, and ſuddenly cut our 
throats. ' hou wa# born ((aith daint 


Auguftine) that is ſure ; tor thou ſhalt | 
ſurely die. And in thi, that thy death 


is certain, the day alſo of thy death is 
uncertain. None of us know: how 
near he draws unto his end. 1 know 


not, ſaith Fob, how long I ſhall live, Zgg 21, 


and how ſoon my maker may take me 
away,or (as our tranſlation hath it) 
I kuow not to give flattering titles 3, ins 
ſo doing my maker woul!d ſoon take me 
away. In the midſt of our lite we 
re near unto deathz For we al- 
ways carry it in our boſom; And 
who can tell whether he (hall live 
till the evening or no ? This mur- 
derer and man- ſtealer (for fol call 
Death) hath a thouſand ways to 
hurt us, as by thunder and light- 
ning, tormsand tempeſt, fire and 
water, 


Houle 


I'2, 
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water, fc. Inſtruments of miſchief 
he hath of all ſorts ; as Guns,Bows, | 
Arrows, Glings, Spears, Darts, 
Swords, and what not ? Weneed 
not be beholding to former ages for 
ex3mpleso ſadden deaths: Alack! | 
we have too many in our own 
dayes. Have not we our ſelves 
known many that laying them- 
ſelves down to ſleep, have fallen 
into ſuch a dead fleep,that they are 
not to be awaked again till theyſhall 
hear the ſound of the trumpet at 
the laſt day > Death doth not al- 
ways ſend his Heyalds and Summon- 
ers before to tell us of his coming, 

I but often ſteals upon us unexpett- 

| ; 
| ed, and as he finds us ſo he takes 
I us, whether prepared or unprepa- 
Matth, red. Watch therefore : For ye know 
25. 12+ neither the day mor the hour. There 
' 1sa kind of Repentance indeed in 
Hell ; but neither isit true,neither 
will it profit any thing at all ; For 
Heb, 3, it is joyned with everlaſting and 
13, formenting horrour and deſpair, 

Matth, Now, now 15 the acceptable time of 
3. 8 Kepentance, now while#t it is called 
Fohu to day.Bring forth therefore fruits meet | 


; 9. 4r for Repentance, The Night cometh when 
| na 
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#0 man can work. Work thecefore Or: 

W) while it is day. The Day,faith 0ri. $7. 
gen, is the time of this lifez which 

may ſeem long unto us, but indeed 

is very (hort it it be compared with 
Eternity, And after this ſhort day 

of this preſent life there follows the 

day of Eternity, which is infinite 

- | long, -and hath no night to come 

n || after it. O man, whoſoever thou 

e || art, think upon theſe things 3 bur 

1 F thou eſpecially whoſoever findelt 

it | thy ſelf guilty of any grievous ſin, 

- | Repent and amend, remember £- 

j- {| ternity, and think upon the day of 

, | Death, It is uncertain in what 

place death will expe& thee ; Do 

thou therefore expet Death in 

every place. As the Lord ſhall find 

thee when he calls for thee, ſo ſhall 
he-alfs paſs ſentence upon thee, 
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How Chriftians ought wot only bo look <| * 
upon the Emblems aud Piltures "of 
Eternity, but Tome home and lock 
within themſelbes,and ſeriouſly me- 
dizate upon the thing it ſelf. © 


þ = requires now, that lea- 
ving the Pſalmift and the reſt, 
who have deſcribed unto us Eter- 
#ty, we ſhould deſcend into our 
ſelves, keep at home,and ſlay with- 
in. He is a great way from home,from 
himſelf and from his own ſalvati- 
on, whoſoever hath an eye to that 
only which is Tranfitory, and for- þ 
petteth that which 1s Eternal, x 

| | The Lawyers know well enough 'Y 
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How Chriftians ought #9t only th look <} * 
wpon the Em 5 aud Piltures of 
Eternity, but tome home and lock 
within themſelbes,and ſeriouſly me-= 
dizate upon the thing it ſelf, © 


Þ$ «wy requires now, that lea- 
ving the Pſalmi# and the reſt, 
who have deſcribed unto us Eter- 
wity, we ſhould deſcend into our 
ſelves, keep at home,and lay with- 
in. He is a great way from home,from 
himſelf and from his own ſalvati- 
on, whoſoever hath an eye to that 
only which is Tranfitory, and for- 3 
| eetteth that which 15 Eternal, 6.x 
| The Lawyers know well enough 7 

L 2 that 


*% 


ny 
- 


274 The cighth Conflgatio# N 
that a man will not let.go- his righ 
_ * and titlezthough itbe but in a mat 
ter of three half: pence, if it bea 


Is things, 
*S. 


Config ativtt | 


: S- wp | 


rpetuity, and to be yearly paid 
forever. Yea it is thought a great 


.-rerit if a man be bound to pay 


though bur three farthings yearly 
to his Land-lord, as long as the 
world endures. In ſuch eſteem are 
perpetuities, though in things lit- 
tle worth, though but three Pep- 


perecorns. If thou art ſo ſolicitor 


and eager in purſuing thy right of 
threehalf-pence,howcomes 1t to paſs, 
O man, that thou art ſo negligent 


. and careleſs in ſeeking after the in- 


Heritance of an Eternal kingdom, 
which may be had at a few years 
purchaſe ? Thou falleſt out with 
thy brother for three half pence, 
thou goeſt to law with him, thoy 
makeſt it a long ſuit : In the mean 
time thou ſuffereſt others to carry 
away the inheritance of the king. 
dom of heaven. What is the reaſon! 
Is it ſo little worth? is it not worth 
looking after 7? It ſeems,thou thin- 
keſt ſo; or elſe thou wouldſt labour 
for it more than thou doſt. Thou 
art much cumbred about other 
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things, thou thinkef all pains little 
enough ; thou art never weary 7 SIM 


-q ſceking after them, ;But as for Erer- _ 8 
A #ity,that thou thinkeſt to be a great = 


way off,& therefore thou art ſcarce 
1H ver at leiſure ſo much as once to 
FF think upon it 3 or, if thou art any 

*'F time at leifure, then thou haſt no 


00 
p A #+ 


_ mind-t&.it Oh/it is a grievous thing, 
- and very 'weariſome to be alwayes 
p looking after that which yet is not 


. 
* 


here ever throughly to be lookt into. 
ol Who would trouble his head, and 
weary his mind-about it ? Weare 
all for the preſent : Give us preſent 
n-Y © poſſeſſion ; that is the thing we de- 
US fire,thar is the thing we delight ing 
I'S there is ſome content in that. 

th See our folly and want of difcre- 
© tion> What blindneſs is this, or 
ug rather is it not madneſs, to look for 
any certainty where none is,and where 
FF itis never to look for it ? In @ buſi- 
85 neſsconcerning our temporal and 


ny uncertain riches we leve t be 
th certain, we will have good ſecuri- 
ny ty, which yet at the beſt is 
urn very uncertain : But concern» 
uy4.ing Etergal and certain riches, 
'F Wwe make our ſelves ſocertain, that 


L 3 we 
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we look for no aſſurance ; we are 
ſo ſecure,that we look for no ({ecu- 
rity, which yet if we would we 
might have as good as could be de- 
ſired, Does any man lend money 
without a bill ora bond,or a pledg? 
Every man hath this preſently in 
his mouth, 1 love to be certain 3 | 
deſire good (ecutity ; I will go ſafe- 
ly to work ; 1 will not put the mat- 
ter to hazard. Things preſent and 
certain,when we hold the balance, 
always weigh down things future 
and uncertain, Better, ſay we (as the 
proverb goes) # one bird in the hand 
thaw two in the buſh, And, I had rs. 
ther ſee a Wren in a cage, thay an Ea- 
gle in the Clouds. We are of Plants 
his mind , we carry our eyes 
in our hands, and believe no 
more than we ſee. What fond and 
fooliſh men are we, that ſeek for 
certainty of ſuchthings as are moſt 
uncertain which deceive us moſt 
when we make our ſelves moſt 
ſure of them, which make them- 
ſelves wings and flie away, whilſt 
we think we have them faſt 
enough in our hands ! But, be it 
known unto all Chriſtian people, 
what 


wþon Eternity. 217 

what aſſurance and ſecurity Chriſt 

the King of Heaven will give ; 

what aſſurance, I ſay, of Eternal 

life Chriſt will give unto all thoſe 

that will enter bond for perfor- 

mance of Covenants : If thou wilt z4,q;h, 

enter into life, keep theCommandments. jg, 17, 

Si vt ad vitam ingredi, ferva manda- 

ta. The condition of this obligation 

is ſuch, that if thou keepeſt the 

Commandments, thou ſhalt enter 

into life, life Eternal : But if thou 

breakeſt the Commandments, in as 

'- much as thou breakeſt them, then 
this obligation ſhall be void and 
of none effe& For whoſoever 
breaketh one of theſe Command- 
ments, and deferreth his repen- 
tance, and doth not the = 
hour wherein he hath ſinned, ſeek 
reconciliation & peace with God, 
whom he hath offended, he is in 
danger to. loſe himſelf and all that 
he hath, and manifeſtly hazardeth 
the Eternal ſalvation both of 
ſoul and body. There is but three 
fingers breadth, or rather but an 
inch between him and death. For 
he hath within himſelf the mat- 
ter of a thouſand diſeaſes and * } 
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cauſes of death : And yet raſh and 
foolifh man he perſiſteth and con* 
tinaneth (till without fear orwit in 
the ſtate of damnation $3 in which 
frate if it ſhould pleaſe God to take 
him away ſuddenlyghe is in danger 
to periſh everlaſtingly. Is it not a 
bold and fooliſh part for a man to 
adventure all that he hath at a 
caſt, and hazard the loſs of Eternal 
riches, when he may ealily keep 
them ? 

If a man ſhould ſuffer in Hell 
but ſo many torments as he bath 
lived hours, or but ſo many tor- 
ments as he hath committed finnes 
all his life, this might ſeem ſome- 
what the more tolerable-If it were 
ſo, that in hell there were any end 
of torments after the expiration of 
any certain number of years, men 
would make no end of inning all 
the days of their life: The ene- 
mies of God would encreaſe every 
day more and more. For albeit 
they know that the torments in 
Hell are ſo many in number, that 
they cannot be numbered ; ſolong 
for contiuuance, that they cannot 
be meaſured 3 ſo grievous for _ 
ity, 
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lity, that they cannot be endured 
but with ſuch infinite pain, that 
every minute of an hour ſhall ſeem 
a whole year ; Notwithſtanding all 
this men are nothing deterr'd from 
ſin, but walk on bold!y,or rather run 
headlong to their own deſtruction. 
If all the torments that can be in- 
flited or imagined, ſhould be. hea- 
ped together upon the head of a 
man for an hundred years together 
they would not come near the pu- 
niſhments of Hell for one year, no 
not for a day,nor yet an hour, All 
the puniſhments thatThieves, Robe 
bers, Murderers, and ſuch Malefa- 
&ors ſuffer,though grievous for the 
time,yet they are quickly ended;in 
three or four days they are over, or 
in the compa(s ofa week at moſt x 
Bnt the torments of the damned are. 
not for ayear,' or an age, but for e- 
ver.God ſhall ever puniſh them,be-» 
cauſe he can never puniſh them e- 
nough, though he puniſh them to 
all Eternity, 
CHAP. I. 
Eternity doth not only cut off all com- 
' fort and eaſe, but even all hope alſo.. 
N this life we have Hope-for our 
comforter in ll calamitiesan@ 
yes L. 5 diſtceſſes,. 


Dan. 4. 
23» 
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diſtreſſes, which hath a foveraign 
virtue to mitigate and aſlwage all 
pains and ſorrows. And God ot his 
great mercy for the moſt part in all 
adverſities ſtill leaveth a man ſome 
Hope of help and ſuccour. The fick 
man as long as he lives, he ſtill tives 
in, Hope : as long as there is life 
there is Hope, But after this life en- 
ded there remaineth to thedamned 
no more any Hoge of comfort.Hope, 
the laſt comforter of all,taketh her 
flight, and Eternal deſperation fſet- 
zeth upon them, The Prophet Da- 
niel ſpeaketh of an Angel coming 
down from Heaven, and faying, 
Hew the tree down and deſtroy it, cut 
off her boughs, ſhake of her leaves, 
and ſcatter her fruit abroad, yet 
leave the flump of the root; wy in 
the earth. Upon which words faith 
Saint Ambroſe, The leaves and the 
fruit are ſhaken off, but the root 
is preſerved ; that is, Delights here 
are taken from us,and puniſhments 
are inflicted upon us, but yet Hope 
is not taken away from us, Be- 
hold ! The root is preſerved, Hope 
1s left behind, In Hell it hath no 
rooting, Behold the day cometh , 

" cryeth 
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(cryeth the Prophet Malachy) that x4aj. 
fball burn them wp,*ſaith the Lord of 4. Is 


Hofts, that it ſhall leave them neither 


root nor brauch, And Fob lamenting, Fob 
cryeth out, Iamgone, aud my Hope 19, 10, 
hath he removed like a tree. The Hope, Prov. 
or, The expeftation of the wicked ſhall 19, 28. 


periſh : $o ſaith Solomon. Therefore 
whilſt there is time and place for 
Hope let ns have Hope 5 butlet us 
Hope for ſuch things as we ought. 
All human things are vain and un- 
certain: The Heathen Poet tells 
us ſo much in theſe Verſes, 

(file, 


Omnia ſunt hominum tenut pendentia 
Et ſubito caſu que valuere ruunt, 
All humane things hang by a flen- 
dec thred, 
What ſtands moſt ſtrong is quickly 
ruined, 
We muſt not therefore place our 
Hope, truſt, and confidence in ſuch 


things, St. Bernard (heweth us a peryard. 


better way in theſe words, Faith 
faith, God hath prepared for the 
faithful, great and unconceivable 
good things : And Hope ſaith, He 
hath reſerved them, and laid them 
up for thee : And Charity faith - 
L 
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the third place, I make haſte,and 
think it long till I come to them. 
True Hope, as Bt. Gregory affirmeth, 
raiſethup the mind to the thought 
of Ererxity, and taketh away the 
fenſe of all outward croſſes & trou- 
bles. True Hope makes us to under- 
ſand that all worldly things are 
vain, buta Modicum, but for a mo- 
ment:But oh that moment on which 
all Eternity doth depend ! The day 
of death, and the hour of the ex» 
tream and laſt agony is properly 
that moment,and that precious je- 
wel, for buying whereof the wiſe 
merchant (elleth all that he hath, 
But few know the worth of this 
_ jewel. About Eternal ſalvation ,ſaith 
— Hierome,every man is negligent. 

But what is the reaſon that men are 

ſo negligent in athing of ſuch great 

moment? Poor men ! we are trou- 
bled with weak and ill eyes. We 
ſce well enough near at hand, but 
we can ſcarce perceive any thing 
afaroff, I do not ſpeak of ſuch as 
are come to mans eſtate, or ſuch as 
are grown old. Boyes and Girles 
when they are new taken from 
their cradle, before they wy all 
tacir 


Gregory 
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their teeth come forth, learn the 
firſt elements of vices, they ſmutch 
their fingers preſently with the ſoil 
of covet ouſneſs ; and afrer a while 
they have an unſatiable deſire after 
getting riches they learn to make 
good markets for themſelveszif they 
. meet with a good peniworth, they 
_y lay hold upon it, their 

and is preſently in the purſe, ei- 
ther laying out for gain, or recei- 
ving in gain 3 they know how to 
make the beſt uſe and advantage of 
their money;they get an inſight in- 
to the myſteries of divers trades, 
they will be talking of merchan- 
diſe,they will learn good judgment 
of Wines, they will tell you what 
faſhion and Cur is in uſe beyond 
ſea: : Fnvenal the Poet in his Sa- 
tyrs gave theſe a laſh long ago. 
This old wives teach boyes in their 114+ 
fancy, 
And girls do learn before their A BC, 
Hence ts rice, 
Of every vice, 

Hence cometh our groſs igno- 
rance, and forgetfulneſs of things 
Eternal, Young and old, all do 
overvalue their money 2 but as for 
Heaven 
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Heaven and Eternity, .they know 
not, neither will they underſtand 
the true worth of them. But let us 
proceed. 


CHAP. II. 


Eternity is a Sea, and a three-headed 
Hydra : bat it ts alſo a Fountain of 
all joy. 


Would fain ask thee, O Chriſti- 

an man,whoſoever thou art that 
heareſt Sermons often, but ſeldom, 
it may be, with attention and de- 
votion 3 thee eſpecialy fain would 
I ask one queſtion. Suppoſe thou 
fouldſt take in hand tolade out all 
the water in the ſea into a ſmall ri» 
ver near adjoining, which runneth 
back again into the ſea continually 
as faſt as it 1s caſt out. Suppoſe thou 
ſhouldſt uſe no other ladle but a 
very ſmall ſpoon to caſt it out with- 
all. Now tell me, 'How long doeſt 
thou think thou ſhouldſt be in 
draining of the ſea. Or again,ſup- 
poſe thou ſhouldſt draw it. out with 
a bucket as big as an hogſhead, and 
25 faſt as thou draweſt, pour it out 
into 
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into another channel: Anſwer me, 
In how many years doſt thou think 
thou ſhouldeſt be able to draw the 
ſeadry ? To ſit ſcorching & frying 
in the flames of Hell-fire ſo many 
years,I know thou wilt ſay, were a 
grievous:& wretched torment:And 
yet the damned would think it 
well with them if it were ſo : they 
would like the condition well,and 
not think the time long, ſo that 
they had any aſſurance , that at 
length their torments (ſhould have 
an end,& not extend to all Eternity, 
We read in Heatheniſh Au- 
thors of old time, a thing more 
ſtrange than true, of a certain Hy- 
dra,or Snake,which (as they feign- 
ed) had three heads, and as ſoon 
as one was cut off, had two ſhoot 
up in the place thereof, But if this 
Hydra be any where to be found, 
it is in hell; where there is a three- 
fold Eternity, which like the Hy- 
dra ſtretcheth out her long neck 
| with three heads, that is, The pain 
| of loſs, the pain of ſenſe, and the 
| worm of conſcience that never dy- 
eth. What miſerable and improvi- 
dentmen are we, that having —_ 

ort 
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ſhort journey togo, but full ofdan- 
gers all the way, go on notwith- 
ſtanding ſo merrily and ſportingly, 
as if we were walking all the while 
through Paradiſe or a moſt pleaſant 
garden,free from all fear of enemies, , 


and in the end of our walk pre- \ , 
ſently to be received and admitted 

as Citizens into our Heavenly - 
Country, a place of all ſecurity ! g 
For can we be ignorant ? if we be, I 


it 15 our own fault. But we cannot 
be ignorant that at length we ſhall J 
come to the two gates of Eternity, x? 
the one of the bleſſFd, the otherot Fl. 
the damned : And enter we muſt 
at one of them xz that is certain: at c 
which God knows ; it is according 
as we ſhall behave and carry our 
ſelves by the way. 
Lat, Laurentics Fuſlinianus, won- 
Fuſtin, dring at the merry madneſs of 
ſuch travelers, breaks forth into Pp 
thisexclamation, Oh the lamen- 
table condition of mortal men, 
which go on exulting all the way, 
whilſt they are but exiles, or ba- 
niſhed men from their own coun- 
trey ! Let us not ſettle. our minds 
vpon any vain joys, and fond wy 
Y 
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by the way, whilſt we are travel- 
ling towards our Country ; but let 
us ſo run our race, that at the end 
thereof we may-obtain admittance 
in at the gate which is the entrance 
toEterxal bleſſedneſs. God hath in- 
deed created us rather unto joys 
and pleaſures than unto Ilabours 
and ſorrows, ' but we are much mi- 
ſtaken both of the time and place: 
It is not here, it ſhall be hereafter. 
Joys are prepared in Heaven ; but 
none but the good and faithful ſer- 
-vants ſhall enter into them. And by 
what mearis may a man obtain en- 
trance ?  Knoweſt thou. not what 


Chriſt ſaid ? The Kingdom of Hea- Matth, 
ven ſuffereth uiolence 5; and the vio- 11, 12» 


lent. take it by force. Think now thus 
with thy ſelf, Am I this violent 
man ? Is this the violence here 
ſpoken of, To eat, todrink, to riſe 
up to play, to lie down,to take my 
eraſe ? It is not certainly, Fight 
re muſt, but it muſt be the good 
feht , like Chriſtian champions 3 
kun we muſt, but ſo that we may 
bbtain ; Strive we muſt, but to en- 
tr in at the ſtrait gate ; Labour 
e muſt, and offer violence to the 
king * 


Fonah 
4:6, 


"As ef FA 
4 


kingdom of heaven ;z but it muſt 
be in due time and place : Now 
whileſt we have time; here,whileſt 
we are on the way,whileſt we have 
life and ſtrength, that when we 
come to the point of death, and fo 
paſs the Horizon of this world, and 
depart into another never -to_re- 
turn back again; when we ſhall 
be tranſlated from time to Eternity; 
then at the laſt we may have joy 
for our life paſt, and hope for that 
which is to come. Let us labour 
therefore, let us labour, I ſay, and 
offer violence to our ſelves, fight- 
ing againſt our own froward .wills 
and affections: ſo ſhall we ob- 
tain by the mercy of God everlaſt, 
ing reſt for ſhort labour, and £Xter- 
ual glory for a 'ew days travel. 
True and ſolid joy is not here to 
be found in vain delights and plea- 
ſures, but in heaven, where there 
1s Joy and pleaſure for evermore, 
God prepared a gourd, and made it 
come over Fonah, that it might be a 
ſhadow over his bead, to deliver him 
from hu grief. So Fonah was «xcee+ 
ding glad of the gourd. And what 1s 
all the pleaſure, or rather vanity 
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of this preſent world ? Is it not 
like Fonahs gourd flouriſhing for a 
time, and yielding a comfortable 
ſhadow ? Rich men have their 
gourd alſo, that is, their riches, un- 
der the ſhadow whereof they re- 
yice with exceeding great joy, 
Drunkards and gluttons have their 
gorrds alſo, that is,great tables and 
delicious fare, under the ſhadow 
whereof they are merry and joyful. 
Voluptuous men alſo have their 
gourds tov, that is,their unlawful 
pleaſures,under the ſhadow where- 
of they lie down and ſport them» 
ſelves. But (alas!) ſorrow follows 
after ſuch joy, and ſuddenly over- 
takes it. Their mirth is ſoon turned 
into mourning 3 and their delights 
and pleaſures end in gall & bitter- 
neſs. For what became of Fonahs 
gourd ? God prepared a worm when 
the morning roſe the next day,@ it ſmote 
the gourd that it withered. Now tel me, 
Fonah,where is thy gourd ? what is 
become of it? Where is now thyex- 
ceeding great joy ? They are both 
zone togeth:zr:Thy gourd is wither- 
ed, and thy joy is ended. Such are 


our vain delights and pleaſures, 
| ſuch 
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ſuch is our joy, rather ſhadows of 
things than any thing indeed,they 

aſs away ſuddenly, and become 
like Fonahs gourd that ſoon wither- 


xd. The joy of this world is but for 


a moment,but the joy of the life to 
come is for all Eternity, 


CHAP. III. 


Heye ts declared by a mot memorable 
example, How ſweet and precions the 
tale of Eternity , 


FS knew Theodorns very well, 
one born of Chriſtian Pa- 
rents; and as it ſeems he learned it 
betimes, when for years he was but 
a youth, but an old man for judg- 
ment and diſcretion, For on a great 
Feſtival day kept throughout all 
Egypt, there being a great feaſt at 
his tathers houſe, and many invi- 
ted thereunto, when ſome were 
eating and drinking, others laugh-. 
ingand playing, and others ſport- 
ing-and dancing, he amidſt all theſe 
Jjollities retired himſelf to His 
inward cloſet , finding himſelf 
wounded to the heart, but with a 
chaſte arrow, For thus he began to 

EX- 
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expoſtulate with him'elf. Unhap- 
«Py Theodore ! What would it pro- 
fitithee, 1! thou ſhould gain the 
' whole world ? Maiiy things thou 
haſt indeed;but canſ thou tell how 
long thou ſhalt enjoy them? Thou 
liv'ſt in abundance now;thou maiſt 
feaſt it and make merry,thou maift 
laugh and be fat, thou mailt rejoice 
and skip tor joy; But art thou ſure 
how long this 7 laſt ? I ſhould 
like it well if it would laſt always, 
But what ſhall Il do? Shall I for the 
enjoyidg of theſe ſhort and tranſi- 
tory pleaſures and delights deprive 
my ſelf of thoſe joys which are E- 
ternal? Tell me, Theodore, is this ac- 
cording to Chriſtian Religion, to 
frame unto our ſelves an heaven 
here.on.earth, and think to paſs 
from delights to delights, from 
Temporal to Eternal; Either I am 
-much deceived , or elſe Chriſt 
ſhewed unto us another way un- 
to the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
that is through many tribulati- 
ons. Therefore have no more 
to do with worldly vanities, but 
preferre Eternal joyes belore 
Temporal, Thus he faid, _ 

e 
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ſell a weeping. So then he retired 
himſelf into a withdrawingeroom, 
and there proftrating himſelf upon 
the earth,he pray'd after this man- 
ner : Eterna Ganeny heart 15 na- 
ked and open before thee,I ſend up 
my ſighs as humble Orators and Pe- 
zitioners unto thee; I Know not 
what to ask, nor how. Only this 
one thing I beg at thy hands, that 
thou wilt notſuffer me to diean E- 
ternal death. Lord, thou Knoweſt 
that I love thee, and that I deſire 
to be with thee, that I may fin 
Eterual praiſes unto thee» Lord, 
have mercy upon me. Whileſt he 
was thus praying, in comes his Mo- 
ther on a ſudden, and preſently 
perceiveth by the redneſs and 
moiſtneſs of his eyes that he had 
been a weeping, and thereupon ſhe 
ſaith, My Son, what is the matter 
with thee > Why weepeſt thou ? 
Why mourneſt thou ? Why keep- 
eſt thou out of ſight to day ? Why 
doſt thou not come to the table ? 
The reſt are all there : Thy com- 
pany is defired : Come away. But 
Theodore anſwered, and ſaid, I pray 
you good Mother, have me _ 
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ſed : I find my (elf ſomewhat ill at 
ſtomach,lI pray you do not urge me 
to eat or to drink againſt my ſto- 
mach. So with a fair and colour- 
able pretence he ſent away his Mo- 
ther. - Then being alone he con- 
ferred with God and himſelf about 
Eternity, and ſtri&ly examined all 
the courſe of his life, ſaying unto 
himſelf, What am I ? or,' What 
have I been ? How hath it been 
with me heretofore ? or, How ſhall 
it be with me hereafter,if I loſe my 
part and fellowſhip in the king- 
dom of heaven and bleſſed Eterni- 
ty ? There 'are divers wayes to 
heaven ; Some go one way, ſome 
another; It is no matter which 
way we go, ſo we come thither. 
But becauſe all ways are not alike, 
neither are all natures alike, every 

man ought to chooſe that wa 
which is moſt convenient. There is 
a ſhort way,and a long 3 a faſe way, 
and a dangerous: If then I be afraid 
to go along and dangerous way, 
there is a ſhorter and a ſafer, which 
if I ſhall chooſe, without all doubt 
L ſhall have theAngels for my com» 
panions and comforters, and = 
W1 
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will alſo rejoyce. Well, Theodore, * 
defer a while,but not too long,and 
do not yield too much.I hope I ſhal 
one day grow a ſtrong man, and 
then I [hall be better able to deal 
with mine enemies, for I ſhall find 
thoſe that are treng:: But what if 
they be eaſie, flattering, fawning, 
andſuch-as will even weep for me? 
The truth is,,1 am, moſt atraid of 
ſuch. But pluck up a good heart 
man, and though by nature thou” 
art flexible and eaſily moved, yet 
pray unto Chriſt,and he will make 
thee ſtrong and immovable. But || þ, 
what if thy mother falls a weeping, 
beſeecheth thee with- ber tears Þ i; 
trickling down her checks ? What Þ to 
if ſhe hang 
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hangs about thy, neck, and } th 
deſires thee to ſpare thy ſelf? What || þ, 
if ſhe ſhews thee her breaſts which Þ fe, 
gayetheeſuck ? Will not all theſe Þ tc 
move thee,? Here remember what K ji 
Hierome Saint Bierome faith, Notwithſtan- I ( 
- - ding all theſe importnnities, run F rh 
with ſpeed unto the Standard of ye 
Chrifſts Croſs, It is a virtye-and } my 
praiſe-worthy to be cruel in ſucha |} en 
caſe as this, It is the portion-and Þ fo, 
inheritance of thy mother the 
| Church 
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Church to ſtand under the Croſs of 
Chrift : So did Mary the mother of 
Chriſt ;-& ſo muſt thou,if thou wilt 
have God thy Father in heaven, & 
the Church thy mother on earth + 
And fo thou wilt do, if thou beeſt a 
true Son and no baftard, But muſt 
Ido it now in my youth, in the ve- 
ry flower of mine age? that's hard, 
So it is indeed to fleſh and blood, 
But experience teacheth it, that 
God is not well pleaſed with late 
ſervice: for late ſervices are ſeldom 
good. Therefore they do well that 
begin to ſerveGod betimes,that ſeek 
himearly, and that remember him 
in the days of their youth, & learn 
to ſubmit their tender necks unto 
the yoke of Chriſt.But'I have beeg 
brought up tenderly, 1 have been 
fed with dainties: & ſhall I now en - 
ter upon a ſtri& and rigid courſe of 
life, and bid adieu to all my plea- 
ſures? Shall I be able to endure it ? 
hope I ſhall. But, how long? For a 
year or two ? That's not enough:T 
muſt go further, & continue to the 
end,even as long as 1 live, There- 
fore weigh & conſider the matter 
well with thy ſelf, before thou re- 
M folveſt s 
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ſolveſt ; and either never begin,or | 
elſe continue to the end, 1 will by 
Gods affifiance z for 1 hope he will | 
not leave me alone to ſtrive with 
theſe difficulties, which of my ſelf 
I ſhall not be able to overcome. But 
it15a hard matter to firive zgainſt 
cuſtom. I have hitherto lived like 
a Noble- man, and a Free man; and 
{hall I now live like a poor- man, 
and a ſlave ? or, if 1 do,how long 
ſhall Tlive (o ? 1f I'put on the poor 
mans perſon, and a& in the Theatre 
of this world, when ſhall I putit 
off? At the endof the laſt AR. And 
hoy far is it thither ? As long as it 
is to thy laſt breath. Thy part is not 
ended till thou art to depart out of 
this life. If thou once comeſt forth 
in the poor mans dreſs, there is no 
putting it off again: Thou muſt 
not once think of thy ſilks,ſattens, 
and Velvets, Purple and fine linen 
thou muſt not wear, untill thou 
beeſt clothed with the robe of 1m- 
mortality and glory. Theodore, 
what thinkeſt thou ? ſhalt thou be 
able to hold out to the laſt Act ? 
I will trive what I can, and com- 
fort my ſelf by the example of 

other 
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other good Ators that have gone 
before me. And whom ſhould I 
choole rather to follow and imitate 
than Chriſt the Son of God, who 
voluntarily became poor,and made 
himſelf of no reputation, humbling 
himſelf above meaſure, to do and 
ſuffer like a ſervant, being Lord of 
all ? And ſhall not I do and ſuffer 
any thing after his example ? Shall 
not Itake up the Croſs and follow 
him Aml better than hg ? Why 
ſhould I be afraid to follow, 
when | have ſuch a Leader ? For 
who is it ? who bids me follow 
him ? It is the voice of man that 
I hear 3 but it is the will of God, 
whom Iought to obey, becauſe he 
commands. But this is too high a 
point of Philoſophy, for a man to 
forſake his riches, and to embrace 
poverty. And what wilt thou do, 
Theodore ? Reſolve with thy ſelf 
what to do. 

Why do I thus long doubt and 
diſpute within my ſelf ? Why do 
I waver thus betwcen hope and 
fear ? Have 1 not the example of 
my Lord. before mine eyes ? Did 


not he ſuffer many things not to be 
M 2 uttered ? 
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-uttered ? Was not he nailed to the 
Croſs, and deſpiteiully uſed ? He 
forſook his heavenly treaſures, and 
came poor into this world. His birth 
life,and death ſhew it.At his 4irth he 
wanted a cradle : in his life he had 
not where to hide his head : and at 
his death he had not wherewithal 
to cover his body. Naked came he 
into this world, & naketthe went 
out. How was 1t with him in his 
life ? He was ſain to flee from one 
Place to another, He was oftenwea- 
ried with travel, fcorched with 
heat,and dry for thirſt. He was as 
indefatigable in doing, as he was 
atient in ſuffering, and both 
in an high degree. Wasever any 
one ſo well bent to poverty, (0 

patient in labours, and ſo gentle . 
and mild when he was reproached?> 
And ſhould Ibe aſhamed of ſuch a 
Leader? Should I bluſh to be cated 
one of his followers ? Shall not 1 
be content to be ſuch as my Lord 
and Saviour will have me tobe? 1 
am ready for love of him to ſuffer 
hunger, thirſt, cold, nakedneſs, 
overty, and ſuch like.: I am will- 
ing for his ſake to be bound, burnt, 
and cut in pieces, Theſe ſufferings 
are 
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are but ſhort, they cannot conti- 
nue long. Butthe joys or torments 
of Eternity are long indeed : for 
they (hall never have end. There- 
fore farewell all the world, and the 
things that are in it, Icare not for 
you, I regard you not ; Farewell, 
I ſay. But welcome, Eteruity,when- 
ſoever thou comeſt : Thou art the 
onely thing that I feek after z my 
foul longeth after thee 5 there is 
nothing that 1 deſire in compariſon: 
of thee, 

With the heat of ſuch' cogita» 
tions his ſoul was ſo ſet on fires® 
that it was inflamed with the love 
of Eternity , which the bleſſed 
ſhall enjoy in Heaven. Therefore 
he reſolved to take leave of his 
Parents, to forſake his riches, and 
bid adieu to his delights for ever. 
He did not reſolve haſtily , but 
continued-in his reſolution con- 
ſtantly. He was not foon hot, and 
ſoon cold : He was not altered all 
on the ſudden: He did not paſs 
from one extream to another : He 
did not ſtrive for the higheſt pitch 
at the firſt, but coſe up by degrees, 
and became one of Pachoni«s his 
M 3 Scholars. . 
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Scholars. You have heard the Pro- 
logue ; But there follows no Tragedy 
atterit : For, contrary to the law 
of a Tragedy, we bave a forrowful 
beginning, but a joyful ending. He 
came forth with a Lacryme, but 
went off with a Plaudite :. At his 
Intrat,there was weeping for grief; 
but at his Exit, there was clapping 
of hands for joy. Thus have ye 
heard the life and death of Theodo- 
11%, whoſe ſoul fed as it were upon 
thoughts of Eternity, and was de- 
lighted therewith as with marrow 
and fatneſs. He was not of the 
worlds mind, which counteth E- 
ternity but a fable 3 but refuſed not 
himſelf to become a fable and a by- 
word in the world, being perſwa- 
ded fully of a bleſſed Eternity, and 
earneſily deſiring and thir:ling to 
have apart in it. 

Chriſtian brethren, ſhall I ſpeak 
a free word, but a true ? or, not I 
but Theodorws ; Moſt men live (o, 
as if there were no ſuch thing-as 
Eternity, as if it were but a meer 
fable and feigned thing, But what 
do I tefl you of Theodorus ? Will 


you hear what St, Peter ſaith ? The 
; day 
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day of the Lord will come as a thief in.q, Pet. 
the night, in the which the Heavens 3. 19s 


ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe, aud 
the elements ſhall melt with fervent 
heat, the Exrth alſo and the works that 
are therein, ſhall be burnt up, Seeing 
then that all theſe things ſhall be diſſsl- 
ved, what manner of men ought we to 
bein all holy converſation and godki- 
#eſs? But where are thoſe men now 
a-days by whoſe holy converſation 
and zodlinel a man may judg that 
they belive St. Peter that theday of 
the Lord is coming, and that Eter- 
nity (hall follow after ? But if you 
will not believe Saint Peter, hear 


what Truth it ſelf ſaith, Wide & the ygarth, 


gate, aud broad is the way that leadeth 
to deftrution,aud many there be which 
99 i thereat. Certainly men would 
not go in at the broad gate of 
deſtruction, if they did think they 
thould come out no more, if they 
did once dream of Frernity. But, 
az I ſaid before, moſt men make 
Eternity but a feigned thing, a 
witty invention to Keep men in 
awe,and a good honeſt fab'e. And 
yet how many are apt to ſay, We 

M 4 be- 
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believe that there is a bleſſed Eter- 
ity after this life, we hope to have 
part in it, we have a deſire and 
longing after it? But (alas .!) Low 
little is their faith ! how vain is 
their hope ! how cold is their de- 
ſire! Preſent pleaſures, money in 
the hand, the allurements of the 
fleſh teal away the hearts of ma- 
ny,and by little and litle make the 
deſire and love of Eternity grow 
quite cold in them, as if they had 
drowned and buried it in the grave 
of oblivion. We hear it often read 
and preached, Thus faith the Lord, 
Thu « the commandment of the Lord ; 
And 3s often as we hear it, we ſtil] 
negle& it. Say the Lord what he 
will, command what he will, our 
old way pleaſeth us beſt, We will 
walk - after our own devices, and 
we will every one do the imagina- 
tion of his evil beart. Therefore thus 
ſaith the Lord, Ask, ye now among} 
the heathen, who hath heard ſuch hoy- 
Tible things 2 Had the people which 
knew no God but-known theſe ſe- 
crets of Eternity, certainly they 
never would have contemned and 
neglected them. Go 9 now, 0 


gee 
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yee ſons of men, becauſe I have called, Prov, 
and ye refuſed, I have fretched out 1, 24, 


my hands, and uo man regarded ; 1 
will alſs laugh. at your calamity, 1 
will mock. when your fear cometh 3 
when yomr fear cometh as deſolation, 
and your deflyution cometh as a 
whirlwind, when ditreſs and anguiſh 
cometh upon you, when Eternity ſhall 
ſuddenly overtake you, If Deith 
ſeize upon you in this miſerable 
ſtate and condition, there is then 
no hope of mercy.:. The gate is 
preſently ſhut, there is no opening 
of it : The ſentence of condemna- 
tion is paſt,there is no repealing of 


26, 


27. 


it, Depart ye curſed into everlaſting afith; 
fire, prepared for the Devil and bu 25, 41, 


Angels, 


Watch therefore,good Chriſtians, 


watch,t ſay:.The Judg ſtands at the 
gate, That wy happen in a minute 
that you may be ſorry for for al E- 
ternity. Anthony the Great,in a cer- 
tain Sermon which he made to the 

ople,ſpakethus unto them.Dear- 
ly beloved brethren, in matters of 
this life. we have a care to make 


good bargains,. we will be ſure ta 


have a peniworth for a peny. I lay 
M 5 Ours» 
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out, for inſtance, ſomuch money 
and I have theworth of it in wares; 
I give ſo many crowns, and 1 have 
ſo many buſhels of wheat; ſo many 
pounds, and I have ſo many quar- 
ters of Malt.But we are not ſo wiſe 
in heavenly matters; we will not 
4 give things Temporal in exchange, 
| for things Eternal. Eternal life 15 a 

thing not worth looking after, we 

much undervalue it, we will ſcarce 

give any thing for it, we will not 

take any pains or labour to obtain 

it. And yet what is our labour, 
ſuppoſe the greateſt we can un- 

dergo? If it be compared unto 

lite Eterwal the reward of it, it will 

not amount to ſo much as one half. 

peny in refpe& and reference to a 

Million of Gold, For what ſaith 

Pal. the Pſalmift ? The days of cur life 
904! 10, are threeſcore years and ten 3 and i 
' byreaſon of firength they be four ſcore 
years, yet ts their fireugth labour and 
forrow. But ſuppoſe a man ſhould 

live an hundred years, to ſpeak 

with the moſt, and all that while 

ſerve God zealouſly and faithfuly, 

were itnot time well ſpent to gain 
Eternity > were not the labour well 

beſtowed 
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beſtowed to purchaſe a Kingdom ? 
Ido not mean a Kingdom to con” 
tinue for an nd years only » 
but throughout all ages 3 not an 
earthly Kingdom , but the King- 
dom of Heaven. Therefore,Chriſti- 
an brethren, be not puffed up with 
vain-glory, be not ambitious after 
worldly honour, be not wearied 
out with well-doing, be not caſt 
down with afflictions, do not fink 
under the burden of the Croſs, but 
bear it patiently and cheerfully ,re- 
gJoycing with the Apoſtles, that ye are 
counted worthy to ſuffer: For I reckon, R om; 
ſaith Saint Paul,that the ſufferings of 5, 3. 
this preſeut time are not worthy to Rom, 
be compared with the glory which ſhall 8, 1g: * 
be revealed in us, Let no man when 
he hath forſaken the world, 
think that he hath forſaken any 
great matter, For what is earth 
in compariſon of heaven? It is but 
a Centre to the Circle, a Minute to 
Eternity, a Drop to the Sea, and a 
Grain of duſt to the Dry land. 
What are our riches ? Fading and 
uncertain moveables. We are ſoon 
taken from them, or they from us. 
Though with much ado we keep 
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them as long as we live, yet whe- 
ther we will or no, we muſt part 
with them when we die:we cannot 
carry them to our graves: Why do 
we not then make a vertue of ne- 
ceſſity * why do we not willingly 
part with them whileſt they are 
ours, ſecing that ſhortly we muſt 
part with them, whether we will 
or not, when death attacheth us for 
a debt due to nature,and then they 
can be no longer ours? Why do we 
not lay them out like good Mer- 
chants for the Margarite or precious 
pearl of Eternal lite ? Thus ſweet- 
ly goes on Athanaſius : ButI muſt 
leave him, and draw to a conclu» 
__ Ht 

Pachonius was wont, whenſoever 
he felt any unlawful thoughts or 
deſires ariſe in his mind, to drive 
them away with: the remembrance 
of Eternity : and if at any time he 
perceived them to rebell again, he 
till repelled them by meditating (e- 
riouſly upon Eternity, the Eternal 
puniſhments of the damned, the 
torments without-end,the fire that 
never goes out, and the worm that 
neverdieth, And here I will con- 
clude 
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clude this conſideration with the 
exhortation of the ſame Pachomins; 
Before all things, ſaith he, let us 
every day think upon the laſt days 
Let usin time remember Eternity; 
Let uz every minute we have to 
live, ſo live, as if we lived in fear 
of everlaſting tormegts ; that ſo by 
the mercy God in Jeſus Chriſt we 
may for ever eſcape them. 


hm be plory both now 
4 for ever Amen 


| 


W | _— 
[Becauſe nam ſhallgo Þ ns 4TERSALL 
| habitatt 1 _ fer how vnliike 
i ave {tr houſes = TIE One 
of #r.61; we na _ bit we ad 
ether fr 4 nyt veiovee 11 heagin 
” 2 jv zuer bhurne 1m ine. 


CC 


| 
q 
1 
: 
' 
| 
| 


—— 


-— Eu 4-40 4 2» WS las ee 4 nods 
w 4 


149 
THE NINTH 
CONSIDERATION 
Upon 
ETERNITY 
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The firit Concluſion. 


N? man living is able4na word 
.to expreſs, or in thought to 
conceive the infinite ſpace of Eter- 
» Ritz,” Between atrue man and a 
> painted man, true fire and painted 
- fire, there is a great deal ot differ- 
ence; and yet theſe are in ſome 
:kind one like unto another, But 
between our common fire and the 
fire of Hell, between the ſorrows of 
this life and the pains of Hell,there 
15no compariſon, no proportion at 
all. For this life,and the forrows of 
this life are meaſured by ſpace of 
time ; but the life to come,and the 
ſorrows thereof cannot be mea- 
ſired 
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ſured by any thing but only Eter- 
nity,which alſo is without meaſure. 
This doth our Saviour moſt elg- 
gantly expreſs in the Goſpel of St, 
John, by the parable of the Vine- 
branch, If a mas abide not in me, he 
# caft forth as a branch,and # withey- 
ed, and men gather them,and cat them 
into the fire, and they are burned. 1n 
theſe words is Eterxity briefly and 
plainly deſcribed : for nll the 


words well ; they run not in the 
fature, He ſhall be caft forth, and ſhall 
wither, and men ſhall gather them, and 
ſhall caft them into the fire, and they 
ſhall be burned ; 1 ſay they run not 19 
the future, but all in the preſent 
tenſe, He i caft forth and withered, 


and men gather them and ca#t them in- 
to the fire, and they are burned. They 
are burned. T his is the ſtate and con- 
dition of the damned ,They are burn- 
ed, that is, always burning. When 
a thouſand years are paſt and gone, 
asit was in the beginning, ſoit is 
Rill, They are burned : And when a 
thouſand and a thouſand more yet 
are gone, As it was, ſo it is, They 
are burned, And if after certain 
millions of years the queſtion be 

asked, 


by 
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a:ked, What is now the ſtate and 
condition of the damned ? What 
do they ? What ſuffer they ? How 
fares it with them ? There can be 
no other anſwer made but this, 
They are burned, ſtil! burning, con« 
tinually, inutterably, Etermally,from 
one age to another, even for ever 
and ever. Upon this place excel- 


lently ſaith Saint .Anguitize, One Aug. 


of theſe two muſt needs be the con- 
dition of the Vine=branch, either 
it muſt abide in the Vine, or elſe be 
caſt into the firezit notin the Vine, 
then certainly in the fire, But that 
I' may not be caſt into the fire, let 
it till abide in the Yine, 


The ſecond Concluſion, 


F tho& men which do ſtill conti- 
nue in their ſins, did but know 
how near they are unto Eternity, & 
everlaſting torments3 it they did 
conſider well with themſelves, how 
thatGodin a moment,in a breath.in 
the twinklingot an eyecas we ſpeak) 
may ſuddenly take them away in 
their fins, anddeliver them up unto 
death 3 then ſurely, if they had it, 
they 
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they would give all fp:is, all the 
treaſures of Aſia,all the gold of In- 

dia, yea all the world to obtain but 

one hour to confeſs their ſins, to re- 

pent them ofthe ſame, and to ack 

God pardon and forgiveneſs: They 

would not, certainly they would 

not, ſtill kug and embrace their 
ſins,they would not every day mul- 

tiply them as they do, they would 

not lodg them every night in their 

Math. boſom,and lie ſnorting in them. For 
16, >», What is a man profited, if he ſhall gain 
"the whole world, and loſe hs oawn 

ſoul 2 Though thou loſeſt every 
thingelſe in the world,yet,O man, 

have a care to keep thy ſoul. It 

were needleſs here to reckon up 

a Catalogue of the Martyrs of 
Chriſtin all ages There are whole 

books of them in great volumes : 

they are recorded to all poſterity, 

and their names ſhall be had in 
everlaſting remembrance. But the 
greateſt honour that we can Go 

them is to follow their good ex- 
ample, to learn of them Chriſtian 
lortitude and m3gnanimity , to 
Alatth. fear God more than man, God 
10, 28« which ts able to defliroy both 63d) 
aud 
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able to kill the ſoul ; to love God 
more than all the world; to be 
willing to part with all for Chriſt, 
to lay down our lives lor Chriſt, to 
loſe all to ſave our ſouis, and gain 
Eternity. 1 will conclude here with 
that excellent exhortation of Saint 
Auguſtine z, What then ſhall we do, 
brethren ? What ? Whatellſe but 
whileſt we have time amend our 
lives, where we have done amifGdo 
ſono more;become new men:That 
what is threatned and ſhall cer- 
tainly come upon wicked and 
ungodly men, may not fall upon 
us; not becauſe we ſhall not be, but 
decauſe we ſhall not be like unto 
hem; Whatſoever 1s written in 
he Scripture, is written for our 
I-arning, it 15 the voice of God, 
berve. and make good ufe of 
hat you read : Whatſloever we 
ifir 11 this liſc 1s but the gentle 
od of our moſt mercitul Father, 
-ho correteth us here , as his 
ear children, that we be not tor- 
nented with the damned hereaf- 
r, Why then do the light afflicti- 
&ions 


and ſoul in Hell, rather than may 
which can only kill the body, but is not 


Att, nt, 
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of this life ſeem ſo grievous unto 
us ? Why do weeven tremble,and 
quake for fear, when we do but 
hear of them ? The moſt grievous 
ſufferings of this life, if we judeg a- 
right of them, in compariſon of 
everlaſting fire, are very (mal), yea 
indeed none at all, 


The third Concluſion, 


A Mongſt Chriſtians, God know- 
Seth, there are a great many, 
that either believe there is neither 
Heaven nor Hell, orelſe if they did 
truly believe it, they would cer- 
tainly live otherwiſe than they do, 


As concerning ſuch men,the queſti- 
on may be very fitly asked, When 
the Son of man cometh, ſhall he find 
| faith upon the earth ? Some there 
are that would fain be thovght to 
be true Believers ; They conle(s it 
indeed with their mouths, but dil- 
{emble with their double hearts; If 
their words may be believed, they 
may go fer true Believers; but it 
their lives be examined, they may 
be thought to be no better than In- 
fidels, They never think upon E- 

szermity, 
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ternity,or very ſeldom ; and when 
they do, they do but think upon it 
& there 1s all;it is gone in a thought 
they never weigh well with them- 
ſelves what it 15, they never (eriou- 
ſly meditate upon it, they never 
rouſe their underſtanding to be in- 
tent upon it,they never bend their 
wills and affections to ſeek after it, 
they never imprint it in their deep 
cogitations that ſo they may res« 
member it. They ſcarce begin to 
think upon it, but their minds are 
preſently ſome-where elſe, their 
thoughts goa wandering,their im- 
magination 15 working upon ſome- 
whatelle, And if at any time ſome 
ſparks of devotion & godly deſires 
ariſe in their hearts, they are pre- 
ſently quenched and choaked with 
cares of this world, with multitude 
of buſine(s,with profits or pleaſares, 
and ſuch like. And thus miſerable 
men they ſtop theirears, and cloſe 
their eyes, and without fear or un- 
derſtanding they run hoodwinkr 
in the way that leadeth to Eternal 
death. It is obſerved by the holy 
Fathers of the Glutton in the Go- 
ſpel, that he never lifted up his 
eyes till he was 1n torments; All - : 
ife 
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life long they were ſhut againſt the 
poor and againſt all godlineſs : He 
opened them not till he was in 
Hell, when it was too late, And it 
1s no marvel that ſo many men run 
blind-fold to the houſe of ſlaugh- 
ter, and Eterxwal ſorrow : For the 
way is very broad and pleaſant, 
ſmooth and plain, a man can hard- 
ly go out of 1t, there is no fear of 
loſing himſelf ti!l he comes to the 
end thereof. Then he ſhall per- 
ceive that all the while he was tra- 
velling, he was quite out of the 
right way : then ſay, when there 
15no returning back again. Many 
would like this way well, if there 
were noend thereof: For,though 
it rids merrily, it ends miſerably : 
and therefore they do wiſely, that 
leave the great road, and travel on 
in the rough way 3 that chooſe ra- 
ther to go through briers & thorns 
unto an Eternal Pay than 
through a pleaſant Paradiſe to an 
Eternal Priſou ; that reſolve with 
themſelves to break through all 
difficulties; counting it better to 
go on weeping and mourning in 


the narrow way of falvation, ra- 
ther 
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ther than laughing and rejoycing 
in the broad way of deliruction, 
Moſt true 1! 15 which Fob ſpeaketh, 
As the choud is conſumed, and vaniſh- 
eth away ; ſo he that goeth down 10 
the grave, ſhall come up no more: He 
ſhall return no more to his houſe, nei- 
ther ſhall his place know him any more, 


The fourth Concluſion, 


\ Hoſoever uſeth to deſcend 

into a deep and ſerious 
conſideration of Eternity, he will 
be ſo far from living hcentiouſly 
and wantonly, that you ſhall hard- 
ly ever ſee him laughing heartily, 
It hath been obſerved of as many 
as have been raiſed from the dead, 
and returned again unto life, that 
they were ſcarce ever (eento laugh 
at all, In particular it hath been 
obſerved of Lazarus of Bethany, 
whom Chriſt loved. He and they, 
35 many as have been raiſed 'rom 
the dead, might truly ſay wita the 


70b 7.9 


Preacher , IT ſaid of laughter , It is Eccleſ. 
mad; and of mirth, What doth it ? 2. 2, 


Not without cauſe in this doth 
Cyril of Alexandria conſeſs. him- 


ſelf 
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IT am afraid of Hell and the puniſh. 
ments thereof, becauſe they have 
noend;l am =_— of thedeyouring 
T worm, becauſe it neverdieth. 0h 
*ut. that they were wiſe, that they undey- 
32. 19. Food this, that they would conſider 
their latter end ! Whoſoever 15 not 
bettered. by the conſideration of 
Eternity, (I dare boldly ſay, and 

think 1 may ſay it trvly) either he 

hath no faith atall; or if ke hath 

any faith, he hath no heart at all; 

or at the beſt it is but an heart that 

is dead and without all ſenſe. It 

was the witty ſaying of a learned 

man, That marriage was a ſhort 

and a ſweer ſong, but that it had a 
doleful cloſe: So we-may molt 

truly ſay of all the pleaſures that 

we take in ſin, that it isa ſhort and 

a merry ſong, but it ends in mour- 

| | ning and lamentation ; or rather 
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it is a ſong ſhort for time, and ſweet 
for tune as long as it laſteth ; for it 
; runs much upon quavers, and ſemi 
| quavers of mirth and jubilation, But 
the time (uddenly changeth, and 
| the tune is altered;for there follows 
| 


without any re# the larges and /ongs 
of 


ſelf to be fearful; For he ſaith thus, 


| 
| 
l 
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of ſorrow and lamentation ; which 
cannot be meaſured by any time. 
For the torments of Hel! are Etey- 
nal, 0h Eternity, Eternity, Eterait 8 


The fifth Concluſion. 


Henſoever we ſpeak of E- 

ternity, we ſpeak alwayes 
with the leaſt, but we can never 
ſpeak too much of it. Whatſoever 
is ſaid comes ſhort of it. No words 
can utter it, no figures can number 
it,no time can meaſure it, For Eter- 
nity 15 of this nature; take irom it 
what you will,it is ſtill the ſi\me It 
is neither increaſed by addition, 
nor diminiſhed by fubſtr»ction. 
Suppoſe there were ſubſiracted 
from it ſo many years as there are 
ſtarrs in the firmament, drops in 
the ſea, ſands on the ſhore, leaves 
on the trees graſs in the fie}d,motes 
in the Sun,duſt on the earth: Wh-t 
remains? As much as there was be- 
fore the Sub#rattion.*1 ppole there 
were ſo many years adved to it : 
What then is the Reſ«/:? The ſame 
that it was betore the F.Fdaitions 
N The 
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The total ſumme is neither more 
nor leſs, than what it was, that is, 
Eternity. : 
As long as God 1s, (o long ſhall 
the damned be tormented, Thi; 
we have ibadowed out before by 
ſome ſimilitudes and reſemblances, Þ 
unto which we will add one more 
out of Bonaventure, It one of the 
damned, ſaith he, ſhould weep at- 
ter this manner, that he ſhould 
let fall but one tear in an hundred 
_ and thoſe tears ſhould be 
ept together ſo many hundred 
yeares till they would equal the 
drops of the ſea: Alas! Alas! 
(Not to ſpeak of the ſea) How 
many millions of years mult needs 
paſſe before they can make one 
little river ! or if they ſhould at 
length make a whole ſea of water; 
yet even then it might truly be 
ſaid, Now Eternity beginueth, And 
if he ſhould weep again after 
the ſame manner till he made ano-F 
ther ſea; yet thenalſo it might 
be faid again as truly as before, 
Now Eternity beginneth : and (off 


on forwards for ever. Let no man 
once doubt of the truth hereo!;Þ 
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for between that which is finite 
and that which 15 infinite there is 
no proportion. But this ſeems 
wondertul and ſtrange unto us, 
becauſe our imagination cannot 
conce1ve it 2: It cannot reach unto 
that which is fo far remote; It 
cannot penetrate into that which 
| 15 infinite, for that is impenetrable. 
And this is the reaſon that our un- 
derſtanding is fo hardly drawn to 
the conſideration of Eternity ; be- 


| cauſe it bluſheth in a ſort, and is 


aſhamed, or elſe for indignation 
cannot endure to tire it ſelf in the 
ſearch of that which cannot be 
found out. But let us put away this 
fooliſh and ſhameful modeſty, and 
let us force our underſtanding to 
[the due and ſerious contemplation 
lof Eternity, and let it be our 
daily exerciſe to be ſtill medita= 
ting upon ſuch ſimilitudes as may 
lin ſome ſort ſhadow it out, and re- 
tpreſent it unto us: And (o ſhall 
wwe never do amiſs. Say what we 
Scan, think what we will, imagine 
*ſo many millions of millions of 
_years as it is poſſible 'or the 
{mind of man to conceive, we hall 
N 2 il 


Dan, 
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ſtill come ſhort of the meaſure 
and length of Eternity: The Þ 


years of Eternity are more, farre 
more, yea infinitely more, This 15 


og 
p* 
» 


| 


certain, and without all contro. þ 
veriie. | 
The Prophet Daniel ſignifieth Þ 


Y 


the incomprehenſible dimenſion 


F 


and length of Eterwity in theſe 
words, lhey that be wiſe ſhalſf 
12.3. ſhine as the brightneſs of the fir- 


mament, and they that turn many 


to righteouſneſs as the tlarres for 


ever and ever, Mark theſe words, 
For eveyant ever. As if he ſhould 
have ſaid, No words are ſufficient 
to expreſs the nature of Eternity, 
Itis, for ever and ever: Here is :l| 


that I can ſay of it : Though more 


might be ſaid in reſpect of its own 
nature, yet 'I am not able to ſay 


more. Obſerve his Fuxeſts, or hi; 


augmentation of it by multiplica- 


tion ; For ever, that is, for Eterni-Þ 
ty : but he thinketh that not ſufi- 
cient, and therefore he doubles it, 
and ever, And yet in the Latin:Þ 
it isexpreſſed more tully, in thekF 
words, Iu perpetuas cAternitates, 
To parpetual Eternities 5 Mark 

here, 
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here, he ſaith not, In Aternita- 


y tem, '0 Eternity barely in the 


Pres 8; 4 a 


V; ® as... X 


8 Singular number ; but In AHterni- 
| tates, To Eternities in the Vlural, 


as it one were not enough : nei- 
ther doth he reſt here indefinitely, 
ſaying To Eternities, nor yet doth 
he adde any finite term, becauſe 


| none can expreſs it, but an infi- 


nite, Perpetxas, Perpetual ; In. per- 
petuas /Eternitates, To perpetua! 


| or Infinite Eternities, Now it one 
| Eternity is without end, what 


aretwo? what are ten? what are 
an hundred ? what are infinite 2 
If we ſhould multiply the great 
year or years a thouſand times, it 


| would not amount to the leatt 


fraction of the numb:rleG num- 


| ber of Eternity. They ſay that 
| the Eighth Celeſtial 0rb or Sphere 
* 15 moved wonder ul leiſursly be- 
| yond all compariton : For though 
{ 1t be daily wheeled about by the 
| rapid motion of the Primun: 


a Wb ES” - 


| mobile, yet it finiſheth not its 


own proper circuit but once in 
thirty fix thouſand years, and this 
| ſpace of time they call The great 
! y2ar, or Plato's year. But compare 
N 3 this 
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this with Eternity, and it will ap- 

pear to be but a moment, but an 
in{tant, but a minute, indeed no- 
thing at all, It 15 a true ſaying of 
buetics, that an inſtant or point of 
time, and ten thouſand years,com- 
pared together keep better propor- 
tion, than ten thouſand years and 
Etermity. But hear what Saint Fobs 

t Fobaſaith,Little childres it i the laft time, 

2. 18, orthe la# hour. And this he ſaid 
one thouſand ſix hundred years 
ago, It is moſt true thereiore what 

Auguift, Saint 4uguftine faith, Whatſoever 
hath an ead,that thing is but ſhort. 
Eternity is a Word conſiſting but of 
tour ſyllables, but it is a thing with- 
out en1. Therefore ſet thy love 
upon Eternity. Let Chriſt be thy 
end, and thou ſhalt reign with 
Chriſt without end, 


The {11h Coucluſion, 


T is not to believed that any 

man that hath but the lealt 
ſmack of true Religion can be 
lo f:r carried away by his impo- 
tent and unruly paſſions (it he 
be not as bad as a beaſt, ruled 
meerly 
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meerly by ſenſe, and ſerving only 
his (ſenſual appetite: For the 
wicked and ungodly man, even 
then when he is almoſt ſwallowed 


up inthe deep pit, whereinto his 


ſins have plunged him headlong, 


| even then, I ſay, doth but laugh 


at it, regards it not, is not a 
J0t troubled at it: It is not to 
be believed, I fay, that any man 
that hath any Religion at all in 
him, can be fo far carried away 
by his headfirong and unbridled 
paſſions, but if ke will ſpend a 
part of an hour every day in me- 
citating upon Eteraity, yer it he 
will but once in a week ſeriovſly 
tnink upon it, he will mend his 
manners, he will change the courſe 
of his life to better, he will cer- 
tainly become a new man: Ot 
a proud man , he will b:zcome 
humble and lowly s of an angty 
man, he will beceme mild and 
gentle ? of an unclean man, he 
will become chaſte and conti- 
nent; of a drunken min, he will 
become ſober and temperate. He 
will put on, not the outward, but 
the inward habit of a true reli- 

N 4 2101's 
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gi0us and godly man. He will be- 
come ſuch a one, not in clothes 
and outward expreſſion , but in 
heart and inward affe&ion, Nei- 
ther w:l] he ralhly and unadvt- 
fedly, ſlightly and negligently, 
upon a ſpurt all at once on the 
\udden paſs from one extream 
to another : (ſuch alterations are 
not good, neither will they con- 
tinue long.) But he will again 
and again weigh the matter well 
with himſel?, he will conſider well 
upon it, he wilb faſten his ſerious 
thoughts upon it, he will often 
revolve in mind Eternity, Eterni- 
ty, Eternity, thit ſhall never 
have end, end never, neverend ; 
which ſhall laſt throughout innu- 
m-:rable, incomprehenſible, inti- 
nite ages. This will he. do with 
conſide.ation and attention, and 
O'ten ruminate upon it, as beaſts 
chew the cud Meat though never 
fo good and wholeſome, if it be 
not chewed in the teeth, prepared 
in the mouth, digeſted in the ſto- 
mich; turned into blood, and dts 
tributed by the veins into all the 
parts of the body, turns to poyſon 
rather 
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rather than to nouriſhment, begets 
all manner of diſeaſes, is retained 
perhaps ſometime in the body, but 
doth more harin than good, were a 
great deal better out th:n in. Even 
{o the thoughts of De .th, Tudg- 
ment, Hraven and Hell are good 
and wholſvme, godly and holy , 
but none more than the thougkt 
of Eternity, «wh.ch may worthily 
be called the *wuinteſſence. But as it 
is with meat, not the taking of it 
meerly into the mouth, but the 
good digeſting of it in the ſtomich, 
the turning of it into good blood 
in the liver,and the diſtributing of 
it into all the parts by the veins, 
rnouriſheth the body : So itis with 
theſe precious thoughts of Death, 
Fudgment, Heaven, Hell, and E- 
ternity: not the bare thinking 
upon them, but ſerious thinking, 
upon them with our ſelves, ſetting 
apart all cares and worldly diftras 
Rions, the pondering of them well 
in our hearts, and the olten rum- 
nating upon them, this is it that 
feedeth and nour:ſheth the ſoiil. it 
this be not done, the reſt 15 to little 
purpoſe : without this even the 
N. 5 reaCing; 


Luke 
2.19. 
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reailing of the holy Scriptures 1s 
fruitleſs, the hearing of the word 
preached 15 unprofitable. Many 
hear Sermons often, read the Scri- 
pture over and over again, and yet 
are little bettered by it, becauſe 
they do not meditate upon what 
they have both read and heard. 
When they hear, what comes 1n at 
one ear goes out at the other:when 
they read, the eye is no ſooner off 
from the book, but what was read 
is ſoon flipt ot of memory, Before 
they can prattice what they have 
heard or read, they have quite for- 
gotten whatthey ſhould do. There- 
fore if we will read or hear with 
profit, we muſt ſpend ſome time in 
meditating and pondering with 
our ſelves what we have read and 
heard. This leſſon we may learn 
of the bleſſed Virgin the mother ot 
our Lord, But Mary kept all. theſe 
things, and pondered them in her 
heart, 
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4 The ſeventh Concluſion, 


Ew or none believe, or elſe do 

not weil underſtand and w _ 
with themſelves theſe word; 
Chriſt, Enter ye in at the fr — Math, 
for wide ts the gate and broad 7 the - 


7. 17 
way that leadeth to deftrufion, and © 
| many there be whichgo in thereat : Pe- 

| i cauſe flrait ts the gate aud narroay 1s 1, 

> = the way which leadethuntolife, and 

C 


feww there be that findit, This again 
our Saviour repeats by the mouth 
” of Saint Luke, Strive to enter in at 7, 
1 the Strait gate 3 Fey many, I ſay unto (4, x, 
N you, will ſeek to enter in, and ſh: 
h 10t be able. Whoſoever laughs at 4,oyus!, 
d this faith, and therefore will not © 
N believe becauſe he doth not ice ; 
pt when that ſhall come to pals which 
ſe he did not believe, he (hall bulb 
44 and be contounded,he {hall 5c con- 
ſounded and {eparated irom the 
vieſſed 3 he ſha! be ſeparated from 
the bleſſed, and have his portion 
with the damned. 

Hieronymus Platus reports of a 
:ertain woman, , that hearing Ber- 


to! 4:65 


Maetn. 
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tolds a powerful man in the Pul- 
pit inveigh very vehemently and 
bitterly againſt a ſin thar ſhe 
kiew her (elf guilty of, tell down 
dead1n the « hurch; and after a 
while by the bleſſing of God upon 
the prayers of the Congregation 
coming again unto her ſelf, related 
unto them what the had ſeen in 
this trance,faying thus, Me thought 
I ſtood betore Gods Tribunal, and 
threeicore thouſand ſouls more 
with me, called together (rom all 
the part. of the world, to receive 
their final ſentence: And they 
were all condemned and adjudged 
tO Eternal torments, but one'y 
three. Oh! what a fearful thing 
was this! I ſhould hardly believe 
this womans relation,burt that I be- 
liere Chriſts aſſeveration in the 
Goſpel, Wide t the gate and broad t5 
the way that teadeth to deftruttion, 
and many there be that go in thereat : 
And again, Strait « the gate, and 
narrow tu the way that leadeth unt9 
life, and fery there be that find it. It 
may feem ſtrange to fleſh and 
dlood that God the Father ot Mer- 
cies ſhould paſs the ſentence of 
COll- 
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ondemnation upon ſo many, Ido 
1ot ſay threeicore thouſand, but. 
hreeſcore thouſand thouſ.nd ? 
nd what man would believe it, 
were he not perſwaded or the 
ruth thereot, upon the conſide- 
zation of the ſovereign and 1nfi- 
nite Majeſty of God which is of- 
lended 3 the unutterable malice of 
fin which is committed, and ma- 
ny evident teſtimonies of Scripture 
by which it is plainly proved ; Fob 


tremble. at it, ſaying, A lanl of Fob 
darkneſs, as darkneſs it ſelf, . and 10, 22, 


of the ſhadow of death, with,ut 
any order, and where the light is 
as darkneſs, or according to the 
Latin, where there is n6 order, and 
where everlasling horrour dwelleth, 
$aint Maithew affirms as much in 
the words of our Siviour,, Depart 


from we ye curſed into everlatting Matth, 
fire. Let us conſider the'e things 25" Al, 


well with our ſelves, and whileſt 
we have time let us waſh away our 
ſins with the tears of repen. 
| tance, for tear leſt God ſuddenly 
ſnatch us away, and. gi-e us our 
portion to drink with hypocrites 
in the bottomleſs pit of Hell,whers 
there 
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there is nothing but weeping an he 
gnalhing of teeth,where the worn* 

never diethzand the fire never go'* 
out, from whence there is no re{{<< 


deraption, no redemption, I ſay, 
and again I ſay, no redemption;Þ 
No, not any comfort at all, not {| 
much as alirtle drop of cold water, 
It the godly themſelves, who ar:fþ 
in the ſtate of grace and in the («i 
vour of God , whoſe minds an( 
wills be good, if theyl ſay coull 
ſufficiently conceive from what 


grievous torments they ſhall be de-Þ * 


livered at the day of judgment, 6 
and into what unutterable and un-Þ 
conceivable joys they ſhall enter, 
without doubt they would uſe no 
delay, they would not let an hou: 
paſs, but out of hand they woul! 
take their leave of all Vanities, 
forſake the world, and leave the 
dead to look after the dead : Bu! 
as for themſelves, they would bx 
daily and hourly well imployc: 
about their Maſters buſineſs, 3! 
wayes ſtudying. to pleaſe God, 
ever laudingand praiſing him for 
his goodneſs and mercy toward; 
them, 1n blefing them in __ 
e:8 
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here in this world, and giving 
Wthem an aſſured promiſe of ever- 
Blaſting bleſſedneſs in the world to 
FBcome , for delivering them from 
ſay Mthe torments of Hell, and giving 
ON: _— entrance into the joyes of 
tg Heaven. It isthe faying of Saint 


} 
an 


- Sent life ſeem the more hard un- 
(a to vs, the leſs we think upon the 
in(} good which ſhall tollow hereafter ; 
11: And becauſe we conſider not the 


1 © exceeding great rewards which are 


le. {laid up for us, therefore we 
nt, Wy count the afflictions of this world 
.n-{8 grievous to be born: whereas it 
er ve did lift up our minds, ard raiſe 
10 @ our thoughts to the contemplation 
., & of thoſe things which are Eternal, 


ii & and not ſubject to anychange;if we 
- & vould have an eye unro them, and 
.. © {{t our hearts upon them, we would 
certainly count the ſufferings of 
this life, and whatſoever hath an 
end,to be as nothing 3 and again,jo7 

' in tribulation 15 a (on in the night: 
_Þ For although we are outwardly at- 
flited with the ſenſe of ſorrows 

. © Temporal, yet we are inwardly com- 
+ © forted with the hope of joys Erer- 
. © al, Much 


| Gregory » The evils of this Pre- Gregory 


AMY» 
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Much after the ſame manner rea- 
ſoneth Saiat auguitine: If thoy 
wouldeſt but attend, ſaith he, unto 
what thou (halt hereafter receive, 
thou wouldeſt count all the fuffer. 
ing ot this preſent life to be but 
light, and altogether unworthy of 
the zlory which ſhall be revealed, 
Fo: breth'en, (to ſpeak of the 
worth ot taings) for Eternal ref 
a man {hould be content to under. 
20 Eternal labour, and for Eter- 
nal joy willingly ſuffer Eternal 
ſorrow + But if the labour and 
forrow wee Eternal , when 
ſhould a man come to reſt and 
Joy Eternal ? Therefore upon ne- 
cellity thy tribulation muſt be but 
Temporal, that fo at length. thou 
may receive a reward which ſhall 
be Eternal, For hang up the ſcales, 
and put Eternity in one , and a 
thouſand years in the other : what 
do I fay, a thouſand years, yea 
ten thouſand, yea an hundred 
thouſand,and yet more,a thouſand 
thouſand, they are all too light to 
weigh with Eternity ; there is no 
compariſon, betwixt them. And 
yet lurther, to make them more 
lights 
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light 3 As they are buÞ Temporal, (o 
hkewiſe they are but ſhore, and 
of no continuance, they laſt bur 
for a few winter-days, when they 
are at the ſhorteſt, or rather but 
for one day, and that a ſhort one ; 
the day of this life which is ſoon 
paſt,and they are gone. Though a 
man therefore ſhould ſuffer all his 
like long even to the laſt breath, 
though he ſhould ſuffer, I ſay, la- 
bours,griefs, ſorrows, impriſonment 
ſcourge, hunger, thirſt, all his life 
long, even to the laſt breath, yet 
his ſufferings are but ſhort, becauſe 
his life is but ſhort, For the days of 
our filgrimoge are but few, though 


evil, as Facob told Pharaoh. And Gen. 
Man that is boyn of a woman 14 47, 9, 
of few days 3 though as Fob Fob14. 


complaineth, fu! of trouble. And 


Behold , faith David, thou bha#t Pſ;}, 
made my dayes as an hand breadth, 39. 5, 


(and that is bur a ſhoxt meaſure, 
and yet hes goeth further ) and 
mine aye iz as nothing before thee, 
And as our Life 1s ſhort , ſo is our 
Affution light, but it worketh for 


» & farre more exceeding and 2 Cor, 4. 


Eternal 


Rom,$. 
I7, 


4 
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Eternal weight of glory, When 
this ſhort life and light labour is en- 
ded, we ſhall inherit everlaſting life, 
an Eternal Kingdom , and felicity 
without end : We ſhall be made 
equal to the Angels, heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with Chrit, Oh! 
For how little labour, how great a 
reward ! and again, Saint _Argr- 
fine in another place, The thoughts 
of God are very deep. Where's the 
thought of God ? and what 1s his 
purpoſe ? He letteth the rains 
looſe for the preſent,but afterwards 
he will draw them in. Do not re- 
Joyce and ſport thy ſelf, like the 
filh in the water, which having 
got ihe bait in her mouth, 
playeth up and down, but being 
Rruck with the hook in the jaws, 
may be pulled up ar the filhers 
pleaſure. The time which ſeems 
long unto thee is indeed but (horr, 
very ſhort. For what 1s the 1 te 
of man compared with Eternity ? 
Wouldeſt thou be patient and 
long ſuffering ? Conſider Gods 
XEternity; Doſt thou onely conſi- 
der thine own days, which are but 


i=wand ſhort, and doſt thou think 
that 
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upon Eternity, 277 
that in them all things ſhall be ful- 
filled ? That the wicked ſhould be 
condemned, and the godly crown- 
ed ? Wouldeſt thou have all theſe 
things fulfilled in thy few and 
ſhort dayes ? God ſhall fulfill 
them in his own time. God is Eter- 
wal, God is patient and long- 
(ifering : And thou fſayeſt, But 1 
cannot be pztient and long ſuffer- 
ing, becauſe I am not Eternal, 
But thou mayeſt be if thou wilt : 
For do but zoyn thy heart to Gods 
Eternity, and thou ſhalt be Eter- 
wal with him. If thou beeſt a 
200d Chriſtian,and well inſtructed 
in the fear of the Lord, thou wilt 
certainly conclude, God hath re- 
ſerved all unto his own judgment, 
The good and godly mzn are trou- 
bled and afficted ;: For God cha- 
ſtiſeth them as his own Children, 
But the wicked and ungodly men 
ccme into no ſuch trouble and ate 
fiction : For God caſteth them off, 
and condemnetk them as aliens, 
A certain man hath two fonnes 3 
He chaſtiſeth the one, and letteth 
the other go without any chaſtiſe- 
ment ; The one, it he goes —_— 
0 
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ſo /ittle awry is preſently baffeted, 
whipped and ſcourged z. the other, 
let him do never to ill, he never 
hears of it, he is nor ſo much as 
once rebuked for it, What 1s the 
reaſon : He that i< puniſhed, 1s the 
fathers heir; and he that goes 
unpuniſhed is diſinherited. For 
what ſhould the ather do ? He 
ſees there is n'> hope of him, and 
that he is paſt grace, and therefore 
he lets him a:one to do what he 
lifeth. But yet notwithſtanding, 
the (on which is ever and anon pu- 
niſhed tor the leaſt offence, will be 
ready to bemoan and deplore his 
own caſe, and count his brother 
hapj y which goeth unpuniſhed. He 
will, I ſay, unleſs God hath given 
him a wiſe and underſtanding 
heart. ro kn»w what maketh for 
his own good, He will be apt to 
ſay in his heart , My brother fol- 
loweth all ill courles, taketh his 
ple:ſure, waſteth his means, doth 
what ſeemeth good in his own 
eyes, is ever breaking my fathers 
commandment, and hath never an 
ii! w-.rd for it, But the caſe is 0- 
therwile with me :; If The but out 
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of ſight never (© little while, if 1 
go bur to the next door, if 1 do 
but ſep aſide, ſtirre but a foot, but 
an inch beyond my bounds, pres. 
ſently I am called in queſtion , 
Sirrah, where have you been there 
1sne hope of pardon, I:mfſureto 
ſmart tor it. This is my cate And 
I ſay, Thou art in a far better 
caſe than thy brother ; and it thou 
beeſt not a fool, thou wilt think (0 
to : Por in that thou art cor- 
reed, itis a (gn that thou art 
beſt beloved. If thou thinkeſt one- 
ly upon thy preſent ſtate,it cannot 
but (ſeem grievous unto theez 
But if thou haſt an eye to the 
Inheritance which is reſerved for 
thee,again it cannot but ſeem J0y- 
ous unto thee. For the aſſurance 
of thy future reward w ll quite 
take way the ſenſe of the preſent 
ſmart, 
Hither may be added out of the 
ſame holy Father that which fol- 
loweth, as the ſ1mme o all that 
h-therto hath b+*en ſaid How great 
and wo dzriul 15 the mercy of 
God? He ſaith + t,t abour thou for 
ten hundced thouland years to- 
gether ; 


| 
| | 
| 
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gether ; nor yet, one thouſand 


years, nor yet, five hundred years, 
But what ? Labour whileſt thou 
liveſt : it is but for a few years ; af- 
tec that thou ſhalt have reſt, ſuch 
reſt as ſhall have no end. Conſider 
this well with thy ſelf, Thou art 
injoyned to labour but for a few 
years, and amidſt thy labour art 
not without ſore joy, not a day 
paſſeth in which thou mayeſt not 
receive comfort and conſolation, 
But rejoice not thou after the man- 
ner of the world,but as the Apoſile 
exhorteth, Rejozce in the Lord al- 
ways : and again I ſay, Rejoyce ; Re» 
Joice in Chriſt, Rejoice in his word, 
Rejoice in his law. For it 1s true 
which the Apoſtle ſaith, Our light 


- afflition, which ts but for a momena, 


worketh for us a far more exceeding © 
Eternal weight of glory. Conſider 
what a.ſmall price thou art to give, 
but the husk of an Acorn,for ever- 
laſting treaſures : The husk of thy 
{ſhort labour, for reſt Eternal. Haſt 
thou joy for a time ? Do not truſt 
too much to it. Art thou ſad and 
ſorrowful for a time ? Do not de- 


ſpair of joy and comfort, Neither 
ct 
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let proſperity puffe thee up,nor ad- 
verſity caſt thee down. God hath 
promiſed yinto thee Eternal life ; 
Theretore contemn Tempoyal felici- 
ty, He hath threatned Eternal fire 3 
Therefore contemn all Temporal 
ſorrows. 

To conclude then with the ſame 
divine Anthor, Let us therefore be 
in love with Eternal lifezand there- 
by we ſhall come tro kaow how 
much we ought to labour for the 
obtaining of itz For we ſee that 
thoſe men which are lovers of this 
. Moreſent lite,which is but temporal, 
| Wand ſhall ſhortly have an ena, la- 
bour with mightand main to pre- 
» Mfcrve and prolong it as long as they 
+ ſcan. And yet they cannot eſcape 
death z For that at one time or 0+ 
5 Wither will ſeize upon them. All that 
e Mihey can hope tor, 15 but to put it 
off for a little time. When death ap- 
roacheth, then every one. 15 la- 
bouring and ſeeking to hide him- 
elf, ready to give and part with 
iny thing that he hath to redeem 
his life, He ſends for the Phyſician, 
te will be ruled by him in any 
ting,he will take any thing at his 
hands, 
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gether ; nor yet, one thouſand 


years, nor yet, five hundred years, 
But what ? Labour whileſt thou 
liveſt : it is but for a few years ; af- 
tec that thou ſhalt have reſt, ſuch 
reſt as ſhall have no end. Conſider 
this well with thy ſelf, Thou art 
injoyned to labour but for a few 
years, and amidſt thy labour art 
not without ſome joys not a day 
paſſeth in which thou mayeſt not 
receive comfort and conſolation, 
But rejoice not thou after the man- 
ner of the world,but as the Apoſile 
exhorteth, Rejoyce in the Lord al- 
ways : and again I ſay, Regoyce 5; Res 
Joice in Chriſt, Rejoice in his word, 
Rejoice in his law, For it 15 true 
which the Apoſtle ſaith, Owr light 


- afflition, which is but for a momenz, 


worketh for us a far more exceeding © 
Eternal weight of glory. - Conlider 
what a.ſmall price thou art to give, 
but the husk of an Acorn,for ever- 
laſting treaſures : The hisk of thy 
ſhort labour, for reſt Eternal. Halt 
thou joy for a time ? Do not truſt 
too much to it. Art thou ſad and 
ſorrowful for a time ? Do not de- 


ſpair of joy and comfort, Neither 
let 
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let proſperity puffe thee up,nor ad- 
verſity caſt thee down. God hath 
promiſed yinto thee Eternal life ; 
Therefore contemn Tempoyal felici- 
ty, He hath threatned Eternal fire 3 
Therefore contemn all Temporal 
ſorrows. 

| To conclude then with the ſame 
- | divine Anthor, Let us therefore be 
= 0 love with Eternal life;and there- 
- Eby we ſhall come to kaow how 
: 


much we ought to labour for the 

obtaining of itz For we ſee that 

thoſe men which are lovers of this 
. Eprefent lite, which is but temporal, 
» Rand (hall ſhortly have an end, la- 
|, FWbour with mightand main to pre- 
e crve and prolong it as long as they 
+ Mean. And yet they cannot eſcape 
I, death 5 For that at one time or 0s» 
s Wiher will ſeize upon them. All that 
they can hope tor, 15 but to put it 
off for a little time, When death ap- 
mroacheth, then every one 15 la- 
bouring and ſeeking to hide him- 


p4 elf, ready to give and part with 
& Many thing that he hath to redeem 
\d Mis life. He ſends for the Phyſician, 
». Wi: will be ruled by him in any 


ting,he will take any thing at his 
hands, 
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hand,he will ſuffer any thing, pur: 
ging,bleeding,cupping, ſcarifying, 
and what not ? Youglee, wha! 
charge a man will be at, and what 
pains he will voluntarily endure 
tolive here though but for a ſhor! 
time; And yet he will ſcarce be at 
any charge,or take any pains, aftet 
this life ended to hve tor ever. Bre 
thren, it ſhould not be (o. If ther 
be ſuch labouring and watching 
ſuch ſending and going, ſuch run 
ning and riding,ſuch ſpending ant 
praying, ſuch doing and ſuffering 
to live here a while longer 3 Wha 
ſhould we not willingly do and ſuf 
fer to live for ever ? And if they by 
accounted wiſe,which labour byalſ 
means they can to put off death J 
while longer, being loth to loſe J] 
few daves 5 What fools are the! 
which live fo, that finally they lo! 
the day of Eternity ! c 
Think upon thoſe things welly 
with your ſelves,O mortalmen,anJ» 
foreſce the day ot Erernity, whethdd 
of joy or of torment, before it con 
eth. For although all other thingl(: 
paſs away,yet Erernity ſtil remain 
eth,and ſhall never paſs away. Bo. 
CHAI 
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pur- 
INE, 
wy ha 
what 
lure 


ſhort 


CHAP, I. 


The Puniſhment of Eternal 
death, 


be at He Meſſenian, had a certain 
aftet priſon or dungeon under 
,Bref carth void of air and light, and 


therg full of Helliſh horrouc : which as it 
hingy was a moſt diſmal place, fo had it 
runJalſoa glorious title ; for it was cal- 
p angled the Treaſure-howſe, This priſon 
ringfor dungeon had no doors at all to 
WhaſJit, onely one mouth, at which the 
d ſuffpriſoners were let down by a rope, 
ey bgand (o it was ſtopped up again with 
by alſja great ſtone. Into this 'reaſure- 
-ath Jbonuſe - was Ihilopemen that great 
ofe JEmperour of Greece calt, and there 
 thefſby poyfon he ended his lite ; God 
x lok hath alſo his 7reaſure-houſe under 
earth, if I may ſo ſpeak: But,I pray 
; wellyou, whataoneisit ? It 15 of moſt 
n,anflwicked and ungodly,deſperare and 
\ethdamned men. 

confl Atiolinus a Tyrant of Padua, 
hin(as Fovics reporteth) had many 
mainfipriſons ſo infamous for all kind 
j. [& miſeries and torments, that 
1 Af O Who- 
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whoſoever were caſt thereinto 
counted their life miſery, and 
their death happineſs. Death 
might come in there without 
knocking,he was ſo welcome unto 
them, and ſo long look'd for. For 
this was their hard uſage, They 
were [iden with irons,ftarvedwith 
hunger,yoiſon'd with Rench,ecaten 
up with vermine, and fo in 4 moſt 
miſerable mariner they lived, and 
dyed at lengtha long and a lin- 
gering death. There every one was 
Judged moſt miſer ible, but he that 
was dead and c uld teel no miſe» 
ry. Whilit they lived it was Pu- 
nilhment worſe than death to have 
therr habitation amongſt the dead. 
For the dead bodies lay on heaps 
rotting amongſt the living in ſuch 
. manner, th.t it might be truly 
faid there That the dead killed the 
living. 

But the very worſt of theſe pri- 
ſons is a Paradiſe, and a moſt ples- 
ſant place, if it be compared with 
the internal priſon of Hell, What- 
ſoever miſery was (uffered in 4di0- 
linw bis priſon, in this regard it 
Was 
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was tolerable, becauſe it was of no 
long continftance, being to laſt no 
longer than a ſhort lite, and quite 
vaniſhing away at the hour of 
death. But the Treaſure houſe of 
the damned, which is Gods priſon, 
is void of all comfort: The tor- 
ments thereof are intolerable, be- 
cauſe they are Eternal. Death can- 
not enter in there, neither can 
thoſe that are entred get out again; 
But they ſhall be tormented for 
evermore. For evermore? W hat a fear- 
ful thing is this! They ſhall be 
tormented for evermore. It was a 
moſt true ſaying of Caſſsdorus. As 
no mortal man can apprehend or 
underſtand what the Eternal re- 
ward 1s, 10 neither can any man 
conceive or imagine what that E- 
ternal torment 15. 

The Perſians had a priſon into 
which a min might enter eaſily, 
but being once in, could get out no 
morezor if he did,yet very hardly, 
And therelore it was called Letbe, 
or Oblivion. It i: an eaſe matter to 
deſcend down into Hell; but to 


aſcend up again it is altogether 
O 2 1mM- 
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impoſſible, Was ever any heard to 
return from Hell ? Fhis priſon of 
Hell is not without juſt cauſecal- 
led Lethe, or Oblivion. For God 
is ſo unmindful of the damned, 
that he will never remember them 
to have mercy upon them. Hel! i; 
called the Land of Oblivion or 
Forgetfuineſs , and that for two 
reaſons ( as a godly and learned 
Writer obſerreth.) Firſt, Becauſe, 
ſaith he, they remember God no 
more for their good, neither haye 
they any memory at all of things 
paſt, but ſuch az doth aflict and 
torment them. All their pomp 
and glory, pleaſures and delights, 
are quite forgotten, orelſc not re- 
membred without griet- and for- 
row. Secondly, To thoſe that are 
in this horrid Region, and lake 0 
fire, God hath forgotten to be gra- 
cious, and mercitul, neither will 
he ſend his angels at any time to 
miniſter unto them the leaſt com- 
fort: It once in, there is no 
coming out again. For what ſaid 
Abraham unto the rich Glutton 
frying in Hell ; and deſiring him 
ro 
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to ſend Laxarws to cool his tongue 
with a drop of water ? Between us 


aud you there s a great gulf fixed, _—_ 


ſo that they which would paſs 
from hence to you, cannot 3 neither 
can they paſs to us , that woul4 
come from thence, Oh gulf full 
ot horrour and deſpair! Oh E-. 
t:ynuity of torments , the very 
thought whereof is able to make a 
ſtout man quake and tremble! The 
wicked and ungodly men dig their 
own graves, and dwell therein tor 
evermore: But what manner ot 
graves do they dig ? They dig as 
deep as Hell, where the rich Glut- 


ton was buried, from whence be Lyle 
lifted up his eyes in torments and 15, 23» 


ſaw Avraham afar off , and La- 
zarus in bis boſome, to his greater 
torment. Oh what a terrible deep 
1s this! Oh what a feartul grave 
is this! Who lieth here ? He that 
ſuffered Lazarus to lie at his gate, 
having no compaſſion on him, 
How 1s it with him now ? Hg 
lodgeth in flames of fire inſtead ot 
his ſoit bed : he is ſcalded with 
thirſt, and his ſweet cups are taken 
O3 trom 
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from-his mouth 3 his table 1s remo- 
ved,and he hath no other tood bur 
fire and brimſtone 3 he 1s not now 
dancing and exulting for joy, but 
gnaſhing his teeth for helliſh de- 
ſperation. They that are ſhutup in 
priſon here in this world,have hope 
for their curhfort 3 it may be they 
ſhall be delivered, and redeemed 
out of priſon : But from Hell there 
isno deliverance, noiedemption, 
n9 not ſo much as any hope at al, 
but Eterwal deſperation. 

It isa (ſhort, but a terrible Ser- 
mon .that God preacheth by the 
Prophtt Exakiel in theſe words, 
Fay to the Forreft of the South, 
Flear the word of the Lord, Be- 
hold, I will kindle a fire in thee, 
and it ſhall devour every preen 
tree i thee, and every dry tree : 
The fiming flame ſhall mot be 
quenched, flow many tall Cedars, 
how many wicked and ungodly 
men flouriſh and wax green in this 
liig tor proſperous ſucceſs in all 
vutward things, and yet are dry 
and withered tor want of virtue! 


Bear this theretore every green, 
and 
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and yet dry and withered tree, 1 
will kindle a fire, ſaith the Lord, and 
the flaming flame ſhall not be quen- 
ched, In Hell. whither you make 
ſuch great haſte, there are no 
Holy-days, no Feſtivals, no ſet 
times in which the. fire ſhal] ceaſe 
burning. There is Eternal grief, 
Eternal death, Et-rxral ſorrow , 
without the mixture of the leaſt 
comtort. Night and day there 13 
no ceſt,no ſ1:ep at all, but continu- 
al watching and waking for grief, 
and anguilh, and intolerable tor- 
ments in everlaſting fire. There 
{hall you alway+ have your being, 
that you may alwavs be torment- 
ed: There (hall you always live, 
that you my always die. If you 
will not believe me, believe Saint 


Aug tine, whole words are thele ; Auguft, 


The ungodly, ſaith he, ſhall live in 
torments: but they which live 
in torments {hall defire, if it were 
poſſible, that their life were ended, 
But death hears them not, there 
is none to take away their life 3 
Their life ſhall never end, becauſe 
their torment ſhall never end. 

O 4 Bit 
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the laſt as they were at the firſt, 
It is now above five thouſand 
years fince Cain that flew his bro- 
ther Abel, was caſt into the lake 
that burneth with fire and brim- 
ſtone; and yet the number of the 
years throughout which Ritill he 
15to be tormented, is as great ſtill 
as it was the firſt day ot his tor- 
mentz and after certain millions 
of years, the years of his tor- 
ments for their number ſhall be 
nothing diminiſhed : It ſhall be all 
one as if he were caſt into the fire 
but this preſent hour. And though 
the rich glutton mentioned in the 
__ be tormented two thou- 
ſand years together , yet till he 
doth burn, and ſhall burn for 
ever ; neither ſhall he obtain ſo 
much as a little drop of water, 
though he uſe rever (o much in- 
treaty, not ſo much as a littie drop 
of water to cool his inflamed 
tongue, 

Theſe things we often hear of, 
and when we hear of them, we do 
but laugh at them, Certainly we 
count it but a light matter to þurn 

| $4. 
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in Eternal fire, Here a man might 
well ask the queſtion , - Where are 
your tears, O. mortal men, ye that 
are given ſo much to laughing ? 
This is our condition : A ſmall 
loſs if it be but a matter of three 
half pence, will wrcing great ſtore 
of tears from us: but as for anin- 
figite and irrecoverable loſs, that 
wecan brook eaſily, we can digeſt 
that with laughter, When we are 
cited to appear at the barr of an 
earthly Judg, then we quake and 
tremble: but as wes are going to 
Gods Tribunal, (for every day we 
rid ſomeof our way, we walk on, 
ſtep after ſtep, will we, nil! we ; 
and (yet as we are going) we ſport 
by the way. When we go to lea, 
we are afraid of ſh:-pwrack : But 
without either fear or wit we 
lanch into the deep fea of Eterni- 
ty, and make but a laughing mat- 
ter of it. 

It is the wiſh of Saint Bernard, 
Oh that men were wiſe ! ihatthey.. 
were wile On that they were 
wiſe! What taen, ho'y Bernard? 
Oh, then would the image ot Eter- 
ity 
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from his mou h 3 his table 1s rerav- 
ved,and he hath no other tood bur 
fire and brimſtone 3 he 1s not now 
dancing and exulting for joy, but 
2naſhing his teeth for helliſh de- 
ſ»eration. They that are ſhutup in 
priſon here in this world, have hope 
tor their comfort 3 it may be they 
ihall be delivercd, and redeemed 
out of priſon : But from Hell there 
'5no Leliverance, noiedemption, 
19 not fo much as any hope at al, 
but Eterual deſperation. 

It is a ſhort, but a terrible Ser- 
mon that God preacheth by the 
Proph.t Exzakiel in theſe words, 
Cay to the Forreft of the South, 
Fiear the word of the Lord, Be- 
hild, I will kindle a fire in thee, 
and it ſhall devour every green 
trze 12 thee , and every dry tree ; 

The f1ming flame ſhall mot be 

quenched, tiow many tall Cedars, 

now many wicked and ungodly 
men flouriſh and wax green in this 

Ui:g tor proſperous ſiicce(s in all 

outward things, and yet are dry 

and withered tor want of virtue ! 

Bear this therefore every green, 

anc 
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and yet dry and withered tree, Z 

will kindle a fire, ſaith the Lord, and 
the flaming fl1mes ſhall not be quen- 
ched, In Hell. whither you make 
ſuch great haſte, there are no 
Holy-days, no Feſtivals, no ſet 
times in which the fire ſhal) ceaſe 
burning. There is Eternal grief, 
Eternal death, Et-rral ſorrow , 
without the mixture of the leaſt 
comtort. Night and day there i5 
no ceſt,no ſl:ep at all, but contina* 
al watching and waking for grief, 
and anguilh, and intolerable tor- 
ments in everlaſting fire. There 
;hall you alway+ have your being, 
that you may alwavs be torment- 
ed: There ihill vou always live, 
that yon my always die. If you 
will not believe me, believe Saint 


Augu tine, whoſe wordsare the'e : : Auruft, 


The ungodly, faith he, {hall live in 
torm:nts. but they which live 
in torments {hall defire, if it were 
poſſible, that their life were ended, 
But death hears them not, there 
is none to take away their life x 
Their life ſhall never end, becauſe 
their torment ſhall never end. 
O 4 Bit 
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But what ſaith the Scripture? The 
Scripture doth not fo much as call 
it liiſe, For life 15 a name of com. 
fort: but what comfort can there 
be im2gined in tortures and tor- 
ments, frying WO_ mn e- 
verlaſting fire ? But what doth the 
Scripture c wt Toe ſecond death, 
that 15, 4 death which followeth 
after the firſt and natural desth 
which is common to all men, Bu: 
nOW Can tne | ; nddath be Ca. 
led at oth foaia ng that he that hit 
part therein never Gieth ? We may 
bctter indeed exprel 5 what it 15 
not, _— than what it 15. As it 
annot properly be called a death, 
foi it may be t truiy {arid that it 1s no 
life: And 25c .oncerning them tha it 
tive part thercin, as they cannot 
properly be | iid ever todie, fo a» 
71111 {t may be molt truly Cid that 
the y never live. For ſo to livegth at 
a man {hall always live in forrow 
and torment<,is not to live. There- 
fore that life is 15 life « But the 
only life indeed is that life which 
:5 bleſſed; and that life onely is 
Lleffed, which is Etrrnal, Again, 
We 
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we have another place in the ſame 


Father to this purpoſe 3 if the ſoul © 


lireth inEternal torments,tormen- 
ted with the unclean ſpirits, this is 
rather to be called Eternal death, 
than Eternal life. For there is no 
greater or worſe deith, then that 
death which never dieth. 

Saint Gregory alſo giveth the 
like teſtimony. In Hell, ſaith he, 
there (hall be death without death, 
end without end, becauſe death 
ever liveth, and the end ever be- 
ginneth : there death ſhall never 
die. Oh death, how much ſweeter 
wert thou, if thou wouldſt take 
away lite,and not compell thoſe to 
live, who would fain die ! But fo 
Itis: the number of the years in 
Hell are withont number. It paſ* 
ſeth tne 5kill of tne beſt Arithme- 
tictan to find out the number 
thereof. Gcd himlelt knoweth no 
end thereof, A'ter a thoufung 
thouland millions of vears palty 
there are ſtill as many more to 
come,and when thoie 2iſo are natts 
there are yet as many more to 


coms:; and fill they are as far ſrom” 


'S] - Io 
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'he laſt as they were at the firſt, 
It is now above five thouſand 
years ſince Cain that flew his bro- 
ther . Abel, was caſt into the lake 
that burneth with fire and brim- 
ſtone; and yet the number of the 
years throughout which Riill he 
i5to be tormented, is as great ſtill 
3s it Was the firſt day ot his tor- 
ment; and aiter certain millions 
of years, the years of his tor- 
ments for their number ſhall! be 
nothing diminiſhed : It ſhall be all 
one as it he were caſt into the fire 
but this preſent hour. And though 
the rich glutton mentioned in the 
Goſpel, be tormented two thou- 
us | years together, yet ſtill he 
doth burn, and ſhall burn for 
ever ; neither ſhall} he obtain fo 
much as a little drop of water, 
though he uſe rever (o much in- 
treaty, not ſo much as a littie drop 
of water to cool his inflamed 
TONgUe, 

Theſe things we often hear of, 
and when we hear of them, we do 
oat laugh at them, Certainly we 
count :t but a light matter to burn 
i!) 


in Eternal fire. Here a man might 
well ask the queſtion , Where are 
your tears, O mortal men, ye that 
are given ſo munch to laughing ? 
This is our condition ; A ſmall 
loſs it it be but a mitter of three 
half pence, will wring great ſtore 
of tears fromus: but a» for anin- 
figite and jrrecoverable loſs, that 
wecan brook eaſily, we can digeſt 
that with laughter, When we are 
cited to appear at the barr of an 
earthly Judg, then we quake and 
tremble: but as we are going to 
Gods Tribunal, (tor every day we 
rid ſome of our way, we walk on, 
ſep a8fter ſtep, will we, nil! we; 
and (yet as we are going) we ſport 
by the way. When we go tolea, 
we are afraid of ſh pwrack : But 
without eith-r tear or wit we 
lanch into the deep fea of Ererni- 
ty, and make but a laughing mat- 
ter Of it, 


It js the wiſh of <aint Bernard, 


Oh that men were wiſe ! thatthey 
were wile ' On that they were 
wife! What t1en, ho'y Reyzard? 
On, then would the image ot Eter- 
£157 
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aity begin to be reformed in them. 
Then would theyorder things pre- 
{ent wiſely, judg of things paſt un- 
derſtandingly, and fore-lſce things 
ro come nrovidently, 

Here we have Saint Pars com- 
mand to the Ephefizns, and not his 
wiſk onely, for his words runne 
'n the Imperative Mod, anu not 
in the Optative : Brethren, Sce that 


ze walk circrmſpettly, not as {90ls, 


but as wiſe, Redeeming the time, 
Lecauſe the dayes are evil, The 
Treat buſinels of our ſalvation, 
ought circamſpectly, diligently, 
and carejully to be regarded of us, 
It is the moſt fooliſh thing in the 
world tor a m an having but little 
me allotted him, toſpend it pro- 
tigaliy in vain Gelights, whereas 
he (hou Id like a thrifty Merchant 
;mpioy it rather for his beſt ad- 
vantage, to purchaſe a portion in 
bleſſed Etcrnitzy, It we think to 
gain heaven by ſporting, playing, 
and idling, ve are much deceived. 
To be te lirg of tales, or giving 
2ar unto them when they are told: 
to be givento cur eaſe, and ſpend 

Our 
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our time in idleneſs; to be calling 
tor our cups, and fit ſo long at 
them till we cannot ſtand. This is 
not to redeem the time. But this 
'5 truly to redeem the time, To 
$1Ve Our {elves to labour and ti- 

7, prayer and meditation ; not 
tora {purt and away, but to hold 
on in this courſe conſtantly un- 
{0 the end; This, L {ay, i5traly 
'0 redeem the time. Ir is the 


counſel of Saint .Anuguine, to / 


ſteal fome time from our world- 
ly buſineſs, Will any man ſue 
thee at the Common Law? Be con- 
tent, ſaith he, to loſe ſomething, 
tnat thou mayeſt be at leiſure to 
ſerve God, and not follow ſuits : 
for that which thou loſeſt, 1s the 
oa1ning, of time. For as thou £&!- 
veſt thy money and buyeſt bread ; 

{o be content to loſe thy money , 
that thong mayeſt buy reſt, and op- 
portunity to terve God : for this 
is indeed truly to redeem the 
time, 

So ought we to ſpare for no coft, 
but willingly part with any thing 
to gain an opportunity of dcing 
| £00Q 
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good , ſeeing that the days are 

evil. Thedays of this life are full 

of ſorrows, griets, dangers, and 
tentation:; which ever and anon 

© take from us the opportunity of 
Anſelm. doing good 3 So fiith Anſelm. But 
if we let flip the opportunity of 

doing good when it 15 offe:ed, and 

let ou” dayes conſume away in 

meer purpoſes of amendment of 

life , without bringing them to 

g00d effet : from henceforth it 

is in vain to look for any oppor- 

tunity of doing good ; we ſhall not 

obtain one minute of timez our 

loſs is altogether irrecoverable, 
%Xazia, Our life, faith Nayzangen, is like 
a Mart or a Bair: When the day 
appointed is once over, there is no 

more buying any commodities. If 

then we will buy any thing, we 

muſt do it quickly, whileſt the 

Fair laſts: We muſt live godlily, 
whileſt we have time tolive: We 

muſt ſerve God, whileſt we are 

Eeclef, ſtrong and able. The Preacher 
9+ 19+ often beats upon this, Whatſcever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with 

thy might, The Apofile often 

ſpus* 
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* ſpurs us on to lay hold upon op- 
7 portunity, and mike good iſe of 
A our time. As therefore we have op ,. wi 
portunity, let ws do good ts all men ; 0 ON 
For, vow it 5 high time to awake out 10s 
of ſleep T hou fl:epef, taith Saint Rom, 
Ambroſe,but thy time ſleepeth not, 13. IN 
it runneth apace, yea it flycs with 
| wings. Happy he, happy they 
that think upon theſe thinzs, to do 
thereafter; that live ſo, as at the 
| =_ of death they will deſire to 

ave lived ; to do ſuch things, as 
1 they will rej»yce to have done 
when they are tranſlated to Eterns- 
iy, A light negleft now will prove ans 
Eternal loſs. Whatſoever we think, 
ſpeak, or do, once thought, ſpoke, 
or done, it is Eternal, it abideth for 

$SVET. 
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The reqyard of Eternal lifes 
He life in heaven is lifeindeed 


andthe moſt perte& and abſo- 


lute 
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lute life of all others, in that it i5 
animal , in that it 1s hamane, in 
that it is angelical, yea in tnat it 15 
divine, There lives the Memory, 
by the perie& remembrance of all 
things that are paſt : There lives 
the Underftanding, by the know - 
ledg and viſion of God : There 
lives the Will, and enjoyeth all 
manner of good, without fear of 
loſing it. In like manner liveth 
there the A4pperite, both that which 
is called Concruptſcible, and that 
which is calied ra{cib!e, There live 
all the Sen/jes, and are filled with 
delights. There is heard no ſighirg, 
no lamentation,no griet or forrow, 
nor ſo much as the leaſt ſign there- 
of. There is the moſt ſincere and 
pure ſong of joy,without the mix- 


rure of the leaſt drop of the gall of 


bitterneſs ana forrow, Let the 
eyes be ſilent, they never ſaw the 
like ;zlet the eaves be Glent,they ne- 
ver heard the like; let thy heart be 
{ilent, it could never conceive the 
iike to this life, This life includeth 
viithin it ſelf all pleaſures, riches, 
200175, and all the delights of all 
It7es, 
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A ves, ſenſes, and faculties. St. Au- 
:uftine as it were ſet on fire with 
the fervent deſire of this life, brea- 
teth forth into theſe words, How 
zreat happineſs ſhall be there, 
where there is the preſence of no 
evil, and the abſence of no gock ? 
Awhere we ſhall be continuallyprai- 


gre they that dwell in thy Houſe : 
2 they will be Sill praifing thee, All 
the faculties of our fouls and mem- 
22rs of our bodies being made in- 
Jcorruptible, ſhall beever ſetting 
'orth the praiſe of God. There 
hall be true glory and praiſe 1n- 
Yiced, where neither he that doth 
Azive praiſe and glory can be decei- 
Ared,nor he to whom it 15 given can 
—:eflattered. There ſhall be true ho- 

:0ur indeed, which (hall be denied 

') none that is worthy , nor be- 

towed upon any that is unworthy 

'ea, which none that 15 unworthy 
E hall deſire or ſeek afterz where 
| fone that is unworthy (hall be per- 
Enitted to abide, There he which 5 
* the giver of virtue, ſhall be the re- 
* ward thereof: for he hath promi- 
{ed 


””S 


Augus, | 
de Cir 
trtc D 
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ſing God, who isall in all 3 Bi-ſſed : 
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ſed himſelf; and what could he 
promiſe greater aad better than 
Himſelf ? The Prophet Feremy 
is witneſs of this his promile, in 
theſe words, I will be their God, 
and they [hill be my people. ; I will 


be unto them whatloever with ho- | 


neity can bz deſired, | will be un- 
torhem | fe, and health, and iond, 
and plenty,a 1d glory.and honour, 
and peace, and every good thing : 
For this is the meaning of theſe 


Words, God ſhall be all in all ; He | 
{hill be the end of our defires, | 
And one great good ihere 1+ to be | 


found in that bleed City cf 
God, which is not elſewhere to be 
found, and that is this, That no in- 
feriour there {hall envy his ſupe- 


riour, but they ſhall be like mem: 
bers of the n-tvral body compatt- | 
ed together in a friendly and F 


peaceable manner, where the fin- 
zer deſireth n«t to be theeye, nor 


the toot the head, butevery mem- | 
ber is content with his own place, 
And a little after faith the ſame*® 


Father, There ſhall we keep 2n 
Eterunl Sabbath of reſt, and there 


{hay 
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ſhall we taſte and ſee how ſweer 


the Lord is, we (hall be filled with 


J his goodne(s, when He (hall be al! 
Jinall. O God my God! Thou art 


— 


Love and ( harity, Truth and Ve- 
rity, true Eternity and Erermal Fe- 
licity. 

Another ſpeaketh unto this lile, 
dy way of ApoRrophe, after this 


I manner, In thee there is no corru j;;, {- 


Aupu#t, 
e Clute 
tat. Der, 


Atttcr, 


= 


tion, nor defect, nor old age, nor Spir. & 
Janger ; but perpetual peace, and ,,;jm;, 
Jlemn glory, and everlaſting joy, 


and continual ſolemnity. There is 
joy and exultation, there is an 
Frernal ſpring. There is always the 
lower and grace of youth and per- 


Ic health. 


{\V = 4 


b. 
; 


* IVon eft in te Heyi nec Heflernum : 


Sed eft idem Hodiernum : 


ih (als, tibi vita, 
libi pax eft infinita : 


Tibi Deus omnia. That is, 


efterday was with thee never 3 


ut to day ts preſent ever : 


Whou haft peace that ever lafteth, 
Health and life that never waſleth ; 


God ts all in all, 


Glg- 
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Glorious things are ſpoken of 
thee, 0 City of God. In thee have 
their habitation all thoſe that re- 
joycez in thee there is no fear ; 
in thee no ſorrow. All deſires are 
turned to joys. Whatloever a man 
can wiſh for is preſent with thee: 
Whatſoever can be deſired, is in 
thee in abundance. They jh.:ll be a- 
bundantly ſatified with the fatueſs 
of thy houſe 3 and thou ſhilt make 
them drink of the River of thy plea- 
ſures. For with thee is the fountain 
of life ; in thy light ſhall we ſee light, 
when we (hall ſee thez in thy lelf, 
and thee in us, andeour ſelves in 
thee, living in everlaſting tel:city, 
and enj»ying the beatifical viſion | 
of thee for ever. 

And though this felicity be e- 
veilaſtinz; yet a man may obtain 
it inaſhort time, and with little 
Izbour. I have compaſſion ow the 
multitude, faith our Saviour, 6e- | 
carſe they have now been with mz i 
three dayes, and haves nothing to eat, 
8weet Saviour, doſt thou count 
it ſich a matter for us to abide | 

"1th thee three dayes, and eat no- IF 
thinz; 
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thing ? and why, ſweet Jeſus, 
coſt thou not rather tell us of 
the days of Eziernity, and the ever- 
laſting Joys wherewith we ſhall 
be abundantly fatisfkad in the 
Kingdom of Herven ? God taketh 
notice of the leaſt ſervice that we 
pe: form, and it is precious in his 
light; Hz telleth the very hairs 
0: our heads 3and much more then 
will he tell the drops of bloed that 
are (ptlt for his ſake, and put them 
up in the bottle of his remem- 
drance, 

We may there'ore very well cry 


Our With Saint Hierom, Oh ! How :;: 


Li E70iNs 


great a bleſſedneſs 15 this, To re- 
ceive great things for ſmall, and 
Eternal! things tor Temporal 3 and 
{nrtner to nave the Lord our deb- 
tour ! Biit thou wilt he ready to 
lay, It 2cc: hard tobe in ſufferings 
every day ; and thovgh all other 
things might eaſily be endured, 
yet vcath 15 terrible. Chriſtian 
I im aſhamed to hear 
thee ſay ſo ; it is fooliſhly (po- 
ken, and like a child. Kyoweft 


9 thoa not thus much ?I1 know thatT 


aſcend 
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aſcend to deſcend, flouri'': to wt. 
ther,am young to grow old,live tg 
. die,and die to live bleſſed Ererna]- 
1ja. 26 ly. Truft theretore in the Lord for | 
A. ever ; For in the Lord Fehovab u ever- 
lailing firength. 

Again,Saint Auguitiue comes un- 
to my mind, who upon the words } | 
of our Lord ſaith thus, Our Lord I 
and S1viour concluded with thele 
words, (ſaying, heſe ſhall go away | « 
into everlafling puniſhment, but the Ft 
righteous into life Eternal, It is life of f 
Eternal that is here promiſed. Bee. I c 

{ 
L 


Matth, 
25. 46. 


cauſe menlove to live here upon 
earth, therefore life is promiſed 
unto them : And becauſe they are Y g 
much atraid to die,thereforeDeath I 1; 
Eternal is thre:tned unto then, It} 
What wouldeſt thou have ? Lite; If; 
Well, thou ſhalt have it. What art It 
thou afraid of ? Is it Death? Well, 7 4, 
thou ſhalt not ſuffer it. But they + 
which (h3ll be tormented in Hell- 7 þ: 
fire, ſhall have a deſire todie 3 and ph 
deith ſhall flye trom them. To /ive v1 


lons therefore 15 no great matter z ta! 
ye: more, 0 livealways, is no great Wot! 
matter ; but 79 live bl:ſſed, that is a Why 


thing oþ 
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thing to be deſired, that isa great 
matter indeed. 

Thereto-re thou ſhalt live in 
Heaven ,and (halt never die;There 
(hili thou live bleſſ-4 for ever- 
more : for neither ſhait thou ſuf- 
fer any evil ; neither ſhalt thou 
be in tear ot (ufferrrig it 3 tor there 


| Y it 1s 1mpoſſibe to ſ1ffer any evil. 
> T There ſhalt thou poſſeſs whatſos 
y & ever thou caſt defirez and what 
2 J thowy poſleileſt , thou ſh.lt deſire 


> I ftillco puſſe6G. Thou canſt not be 
» F caſt out ot poſlefion ; And this 
1 & (hi1] ati: fie thee. 1t was there, that 
1 J David did expect to have his thirſt 
2 Yquenched, = his hunger (ati-fied, 
n 


In thy preſence  fulneſs of joy, at Pſa}, 
'N thy 11ght hand there are Pleaſures 15, 
* for everm re 3 And again, My ſoul ! 'ſal. 
't Athirstert aſter thee ; And yet again,141, Gs 
I, J 4 for me , i will bebold thy face Pal. 
y Fin riphieo: ſao. : I jhall be ſatis I7. 


|- "Fu whin 1 awake, with thy like- 
d P ſs. Thi, 1s3 new and a lirarge 
ve Avnice for a Fin» ; He hath his 
table well furn thed with ali Kinds 
A of d! thes $ ard vet 2s 1. he were 
& hunger-ſttarycd he hopes to be w 
| > 
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led at anothers table 3 His own } 
bread and his own wine would 
not ſerve his turn, to appeaſe his | 
hunger, or to quench his thirſt, 
There was other bread that he 
had a mind to, and other liquor 
that he ſo thirſted after, the bread 
of heaven, and the water of life, 
For what is the plenty and abun- 
dance of all the Kings of the earth? 
It 15 nothing elle but meer want, 
And what is the dainty fare al 
their great tables? It is but like the 
beggers pitcher, if it be compared 
with the fatneſs of Gods» Houle, 
and his Heavenly table. Come eat 
and drink, and be filled, my belo- 
ved, ſhall the King cf Heaven 
{iy 3 this feaſt o mine ſhall never 
be ended ; there ſhall come no 
ſorrow after it; As it 15 To day, {© 
ſhall it be For cover and ever. Nei- 
ther can Saint 4rgufine here con- 
tain himſelf, but he breaks forth 
again into this Exclamation, Oh 


Oh everlaſting life ! Oh lite ble{- 
ſed for ever ! where there is j0\ 


without forrow , reſt without !a-J 
bour. 


| 
[ 
[ 
\ 
life of Hives ſurpaſſing all life! : 
L 
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bour, riches without loſs, health 
without ſickneſs (there is no ſuch 
matter in this life) abundance 
without detect, life without death, 
perpetuity without corruptibilt- 
ty, beatitude without calamity ; 
where all good men are in per- 
lect charity, where all knowledg 
15 1n all things, and through all 
things z where the Majeſty of 
God is ſeen in preſence, where 
the mind of the beholders is filled 
with the bread of life: They al- 
ways behold Gods preſence, and 
ſtill they deſire to behold it z 
they deſire to behold it, and yet 
without anxiety; they are ſati(- 
fied with it, and yet witkout fſa- 
tety, 

And that thou maiſt underſtand 
and know,good Chriſtian brother, 
that this. ſuperexce!ent glory , 
theſe caeleſtial riches, this heavens 
ly kingdom is to be bought, hear 
what the ſame Saint Angniline 


ſaith I 1 have tofell, faith Ged, I Ecclus, 
have to fell z come and buy it. 5. 7. 


Lord, what js it that thou haſt to 
fell > 1 havercſt; Come and buy 


9” ; 
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it. What is the price of it ? The 
rice is labour. And how much 
abour is Eternal reſt worth ? It 
thou wilt ſpeak the truth and 
zudg aright, Eternal reſt is worth 
Eternal labour. It is true indeed ; 
but do not fear : For God is mer- 
citul; For ſhould thy labour be 
Eternal , thou ſhouldeſt never at- 
tain to reſt Eternal ; But that thou 
mayft attain at length to reſt Etey- 
*al, therefore thy labour ſhall not 
be Eteryal 5; not but that it 1s 
worth ſo much , but that thou 
maiſt at length: get the poſſeſſion of 
It. Indeed it is worth the price, 
though it be labour Eternal ; But 
that it may be purchaſed and pol- 
ſeſſed, it is neceſſary that the price 
thereof be but labour Temporal, 
Therefore Chriſtian brethren, let 
us rouſe up our ſelves, and ftir up 
one another with this exhortation 
of Saint Aauguftine, which here 
followeth. 

Augu, Let us ſet before our eyes the 
life which is Eternal, and let us 
well conſider the nature of it, 
which we ſhall come the better 

to 
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to underſtand, by removing from 
it, whatſoever we account trouble- 
ſome in this life. For it is eaſier to 
find what it is not, rather than 
what it is. And yet it is ſet to ſale, 
Thou mayſt buy it, if thou wilt. 
Thou ſhalt not need to be much 
troubled or turmoyled about it, 
for the greatneſs of the price, The 
price is whatſoever thou haſt, and 
no more. Never examine what 
thou haſt, bur conſider what thou 
art, It is worth thy buying,though 
thou giveſt thy ſelf for it. Give 
thy ſelf, and thou ſhalt have it. 
What ? Art thou to ſell thy ſelf ? 
Art thou to buy thy ſelf ? Behold, 
ſuch as thou art, if thou canſt be 
content to give thy ſelf, thou ſhalt 
have it. But thou wilt be ready to 
ſay it may be,Alack!1 ama wicked 
man 3 And ſuch a man perhaps 
will not be received for good pay- 
ment : If thou beeſt not already 
good, do but give thy felf, and 
by ſo doing thou ſhalt become 
good, and go for current. Do but 
make a faithful promiſe to give 
thy ſelf ; and this ſhall make thee 
” a good 3 


| | 
| | 
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good : And being made good thou 
art a'price ofthy ſelf good enough: 
And thou ſhalt have, as I ſaid, not 
only health, ſafety, life, and ſuch 
like as (hall have anend ; but alſo 
thou ſhalt be freed from many mi» 
ſeries : Thou ſhalt neither be wea- 
ried nor ſtand in need of reſt,thon 
ſhalt neither hunger nor thirſt, 
neither increaſe nor decreaſe, nei- 
ther grow young nor wax old, be- 
cauſe there is no being born there ; 
For there is full growth ard ſta- 
ture, and the entire and perfect 
number of years. There is no num- 
ber like unto it : For as it hath no 
need of being augmented, fo is 
there no fear of being diminiſhed. 
Behold what excellent things are 
ſpoken of it! And yet I cannot 
come near telling thee what it is, 
or what good things are treaſured 
up in it: For, it is written, Eye 
hath not ſeen, wor ear heard, neither 
hath it entered into the heart of man. 
And how ſhould my mouth be able 
to utter what the heart of man is 

not able to conceive ? 
Ar.d becauſe we have gone along 
through 
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A through Saint .Augufines Books as 
pr it were through ſo many pleaſant 
t gardens, and are now brought at 
h length to the Celeſtial Paradiſe, 
0 let us ſeal and confirm what hi- 


4 therto hath been ſpoken, by the 
teſtimony of the ſame Father. If 


U we were every day, faith he, to 
's {uffer all torments, yea the tor- 
F ments of Hell it ſelf, and that 
4 for a long time together, to the 


3 end that we might behold Chrik 
in hisglory, and have communi- 


t on-and tellom ſhip with the Saints ; 
i were it not worth our pains and 
0 ſufferings ? who would not ſuffer 
5 


any (orrow to be made partaker 
. of ſo much good, and fo great 
e glory ? Let the Devils then lic in 
« wait for me, let them aſſault with 
, temptations ; let my body be 
1 browght down with faſting, let 
e my fle(h be kept under with preſ\- 
r ſure ; let me be wearied with la- 


. bours, let my moiſture be dried up 
: with watching ; let one man cla- 
5 mour againſt me, let another dife 

quiet me, let me be bowed toge- 
; ther with cold, let me be tet on fire 
L ” 2 with 
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with heat ; let my conſcience mur- 
mur, let my head ake,let my breaſt 
be inflamed, let my ſtomach be 
troubled with ventoſities, let my 
couutenance wax pale and bleak, 
let me be full of infirmities ; let 
my life conſume away with grief, 
and my years with mourning ; let 
rottenne(s enter into my bones, 
and let it ſpring up like a foun- 
tain under my feet ; Let all theſe 
miſeries come upon me, ſo that [ 
may have reſt and conſolation in 
the day of tribulation , and aſcend 
up unto the people of the Lord, 
For, What ſhall be the glory of the 
Juſt, and how-great ſhall the joy of 
the Baints be, when every face 
ihall ſhine as the Sun ! When the 
Lord ſhall begin to reckon up his 
people in their diſtin& orders, in 
his Fathers Kingdom; and when 
he ſhall render unto every man ac- 
cording to his works, the rewards 
which he hath promiſed, that is, 
Heavenly for Earthly, and Eternal 
for Temporal, 

Think therefore upon the dayes 


of old, and call to mind the years 
which 
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which are yet for to come. Think 
upon Eternity, O man, think upon 
Eternity 3 Think upon the Eterni- 
ty of Torment, and the Eternity 
of Joy, which is to follow after 
this ſhort life ended, and I dare 
warrant thee, thou wilt never 
complain of any Adverſityz thou 
wilt never let ſlip out of thy mouth 
ſuch a word as this, This «© too prie- 
©0148, Or, This ts intolerable, or, [bt 
1s t00 hard : Thou wilt, Idare (ay, 
count all things eaſie and tolerable 
whatſoever can happen in this life, 
and thou wilt never be better plea- 
ſed than when thou art moſt aftii- 
Qed. 

It is reported by Fohn Moſchs of 
one 0lympime, an old man of fingu- 
lar patience (who lived cloyſtered 
up in a Monaſtery near unto For- 
dan) that he had his mind ſo bent 
and fixt continually upon Eterni- 
ty, that he had ſcarce any fevſe or 
fecling at all of any temporal for- 
row or miſery. For, (as he goes on 
with his ſtory) upon a time, as it 
hapned, (a certain religious man 
turned out of his way to vifit him, 
P 4 and 
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and finding him in a dark Cell, a 
place,as he thought,inhabitable by 
rezſon of heat and ſwarms of gnats 

and other flies 3 not without much 

admiration ſpake thus unto him, 

And canſt thou, Olympics, endure 

to live in ſuch aclole room, fo ex- 

ceeding hot, and ſo much preſſed 

with gnats, and (warms of flies. 

But what did 0/ympivs anſwer ? 

And doſt thou wonder at this ? 1 

*tell thee, my Son, all theſe are 
but light matters? I count them to- 

lerable, that ſo 1 may eſcape Eter- 

nal torments, which are intole- 

rable, ican endure to be ſtung by 

gnats, that ſol may not feel the 

iting of Conſcience,and the gnaw- 

ing of the worm that neverdieth, 

T his heat which thou fo complain- 

eſt of 1 can ſuffer eaſily, when I 

think upon the Eternal fire ol 

Hell, which is unſufferable, Theſe 

troubles, if I may ſo call them, are 
but ſhort, and ſhall have an end ; 

but the torments in Hel] are with- 

out end. Whereupon ſard the other, 
Certainly, Oiympizs, thou art led 
by the ſpirit of wiſdom and 
truth ; 
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truth; ſo wiſely and truly haſt thou 
anſwered.I would there were more 
of thy mind,that would think thus 
ſeriouſly upon theſe things; then 
certainly there would be more 
than there are now adays, that 
would after thy example patiently 
{uffer and endure all things, 


_- i EE een nn” — On 


CHAP. II. 
The Concluſion of all, 


of Exxins the moſt famous for his 

Skill amongſt all the antient 
Painters that we have heard of, 
was obſerved to be very flow at his 
work, and to let no Piccs of hi» 
30 abroad into the world to be 
{een of men, till he had turned it 
over and over, this fide and that 
ſide, again and again, to ſee it he 
could ſpy any fault in itz And be- 
ing upon a time a5ked the reaſon 
why be was ſo curious,why {o long 
in drawing his lines, and foiflow 
ill the uſe of his pencil, be mad 
P 5 thy; 
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this anſwer, 1 am long a doing 
whatſoever I take in hand,becauſe 
what I paint, I paint for Eterni- 
:y. And thus ſtands the caſe with 
all, we: paint alſo for Eternity, 
Whatſoever we do, it ſo belongs 
unto Eternity, that a man may 
truly ſay of it thus, I write, I read, 
I ſing, I pray, I labour,whatſoever 
I do, whatſoever I ſay, whatſoever 
I think, all is for Eternity. Now if 
this be the nature of our thoughts, 
words and deeds, if they ſhall re- 
main for all Eternity , we had 
need have a care what we think, 
ſpeak or do z it concerns us to look 
about us, to mind our buſineſs, 
not togo negligently and fleepily 
about our work, nor to let any 
thing go our of our hands rude and 
imperfect, but to poliſh and per- 
tect it withall the care, skill, and 
induſtry that we can uſe, We paint 
with Zeuxis for Eternity, When 
we have done our works, they are 
preſently tranſmitted to Eternity, 
to be viewed by a moſt judicious 
and all ſecing eye,that no fault can 
eſcape; and being viewed and cen- 
lured, 


ſured, they are to be committed ei- 
ther to be Eternally puniſhed,or E- 
ternally rewarded. What I have ſaid 
before, I here ſay again, becauſe it 
cannot be ſaid too often, though I 
ſhould ſay it a thouſand times x 
Whatſoever we think,ſpeak,or do, 
once thought, ſpake, or done, it is 
Eternal, it abideth for ever. 


Will you hear what St. Gregory Gyeg? 


ſaith? Ig all our actions we muſt uſe 
great care and circumſpe&ion, we 
muſt well weigh and conſider with 
our ſelves, what it 15 that we take 
in hand, and to whatend we do it, 
that our minds be not ſet upon any 
thing that is T*+xporal , but upon 
thoſe things which are Eternal. 
Therefore in all thy actions labour 
to be perfe&t, Pray for Eternity, 
ſtudy for Eternity, ſuffer for Eterns- 
29, contend for Eternity, labour for 
Eternity, So live to God,that thou 
maiſt live with God ; fo live on 
Earth, that thou maiſt live in Hea- 
ven ; (olive for Eternity,that thou 
maiſt live to Eternity. 


Hear alſo what S. Bernard faith. Ber. 


Our works do not paſs my afo 
on 


upon Eternity: 317” 


WS 


218 Theninth Conſideration 


ſoon as they aredoneras they may 
ſeem to do) but as ſeeds ſown in 
time they riſe up to all Eternity. 
The fooliſh man which hath no 
anderſtanding will wonde- to (ee 
ſuch a plentitul increaſe riſe up of 
luch little ſeeds, be it good or be it 
evil,according to the nature of the 
ſeed which is ſown. But he that 
is wiſe will ponder theſe things, 
and count no fin little ; For 
he hath an eye ſtill not to that 
which is preſent, but to that which 
i5tocome3 not to that which is 
ſown,but to that which is reaped z 
aot to that which is done in time, 
but to that which remains to all 
Eternity, 

Oh the dangerous and miſerable 
madneſs of the ſonnes of Adam ! 
God created us unto the poſſeſſi- 
on of infnite and Eternal goods: 
And why are we carried then with 
the whole bent of our affections 
to thoſe things which are flitting 
and vaniſhing ? God made us keirs 
of Heaven and Eternal poſleſſi- 
ons : And why do we lo miſera- 
vly intangle our ſelves in our vani- 
16S, 
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ties and run headlong to deftru&i- 
on ? Let usbe wiſe 1n time, let us. 
look well to our ſteps, let us make 
ſpeed on the way of Eternity: Let 
u5 {olive that we may live to Etey- 
nity. The way thither is ſhort and 
narrow, but the term thereof is 
very large. 

But O miſerable and fooliſh men 
that we are ! We fain would ob- 
tain Eternal life, but we are loath 
to tread in the way that leads to it: 
we fain would be there ; but we 
w:ll not take pains to go thither, 
Every man deſires to be bleſſed, 


There is no man, faith Saint Aus Augu7, 


| greftine, of what condition or de- 
gree ſoever he be, but hath a deſire 
after that life which is bleſſed for 
ever. Therefore that life is the 
common haven at which all men 
deſire to arrive $ but all men &novz. 
not how to ſteer their courſe a- 
right. It is a thing which all men 
withour controverſie would fain 
poſſeſs ; but how to compals it, 
what courſe to take, which way 
togo, that is the point they can- 


not agree upon, We may ſeek. it 
long 
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long enough upon Earth ; and it 
i« a Queſtion, whether we {hall 
ever find it or no. Not that 1 
condemn the ſeeking of it , but 
the not ſeeking of it in the right 
place. One isof opinion that the 
Soldiers life is moſt bleſſed : but 
another denies that, and ſays, 
The life of the Husbandman i; 
moſt bleſſed. And again, this an- 
other denies, and ſays that the 
Lawyers life is moſt blefled; and 
he gives his reaſon for it : For the 
Lawyer is worſhipped by the peo- 
ple, and is much ſought unto, he 
1s ever taking of fees and pleading 
cauſes. 

And again, this another denies, 
and ſays, The Judges lite is moſt 
bleſſed : For he hath power of 
hearing cauſes and deciding them. 
And yet again, another denies 
. this, and ſays, The Merchants life 
1s moſt bleſſed : For he ſees divers 
Countreys, learns many faſhions, 
gathers together much Wealth. 
You fee, dearly beloved, in fo 
many ſeveral kinds of lives there 
15 not any 0ne to be found, that will 

pleaſe 
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plaaſe all. But the life bleſſed for 
ever,that is it which pleaſeth all, 

Bleſſedneſs therefore is not to 
be expe&ed here, but is to be 
ſought for elſwhere, and never to 
be tound out, but by a good and 
godly death. Ungodly men them- 
{elves deſire todie the death ofthe 
godly, but they will not live the 
life of the godly : For todie well 
is the way to felicity ; but tolive 
well is matter of labour x and yet 
that is not to be obtained with- 
out this. Eternity depends upon 
death : and there is no dying well 
without living well. Chuſe which 
thou wilt, life or death, If thou 
liveſt well, thou canſt not but die 
well ; and it iball be well with thee 
for ever ; If thou liveſt not well, 
thou canſt not hope to die well, 
but it will be ill with thee for 
ever. 

Not many years ago a man of 
a good houſe, having more wit in 
his head,then religion in his heart, 
being asked what he thought of 
the ſtrict lives of the relig:oncand 


the looſe lives of the licentious, 
: which 
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which he eſteemed beſt, anſwered 
thus, I could wiſh to live like the 
licentious, but to die like the reli- 
2i0u5s Some wit there might be in 
his anſwer, but I am ſure there was 
little religion in it. He had fpoke 
like a Chriſtian man, if he had 
ſaid thus, I deſire to live the life 
of the religious, that my end may 


Numb.i be like his, Balaam could ſay, Lt: 
23, 10, me die the death of the righteows, 


and let my laft end be like bis, But 
he had faid a great deal better, 
if he had ſaid thus, Let me live 
the life of the righteous, that I may 
die. the death of the vighteous, 
and that my laft end may be liks 
his, For whoſoever liveth the 
life of the godly, ſhall be ſure to 
die the death of the godly : And 
whoſoever liveth the life of the 
ungodly, {hall be fure todie the 
death of the ungodly : once hc 
ſhall die, but that once ſhall be al- 
ways and that always for ever and 
EVEr. 

A certain Soldier being cal- 
led in queftiva by Laniachus a 
S&nturion, for ſome miſdemea- 
four 
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nour or other committed in the 
camp, earneftly deſired pardon for 
that once, and promiſed never to 
offend in the like kind again : But 
the Centurion made him this an- 
{wer, Is bello, bone vir, non licebit 
by peccare: Ob Sir, know you thu; 
much, There ts no offending in Warr 
{wice, But in death (alas !) there 
'5no offending once ; there is no 
hope of pardon, Once dead, and 
always dead. He that dies once ill, 
is damned for ever. There is ne 
returning again to life, to amend 
what is done amiſs. There is no 
appealing from the ſentence of 
condemnation, if it be once paſſed. 
As death leaves a man. fo judg- 
ment findeth him; and as judg- 
ment leaves him,foEtern:ty findeth 
him. 

It is the faying of Iphicrates , 
That it is a ſhame for an Empe- 
r10ur at any time to ſay with the 
fool, Non putdram, I did not 
thisk it: But it is a greater thame 
for a Chriſtian man to ſay, Xonu 
utiram , 1 did not think there 
had been ſuch a difference be. 
{We2Rh 
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between a chaſte life, and a vols 
ptuous life, did uot think that Eter- 
#ity was to follow after this life, 
I did not think that I ſhould have 
died ſo ſuddenly. Alas! alas! 
how fleepily do we go about the 
buſineſs of Eternity 4 whereas the 
nature of this mortal life of ours 
is ſuch, that we cannot be certain 
at any time that we ſhall Iive for 
any time, no not ſo much as for 
one minute, when as we Know for 
certain that we muſt depart from 
hence, and yet are moſt uncertain 
at what hour we ſhall depart 3 and 
' when that hour ſhall come, then 
alſo we ſhall ſeem not ſo much to 
have lived, as to have poſted unto 
death in a moment. Here we are 
but as ſojourners in a ſtrange I": 
Land, andnot as Citizens in our F® 
own Countrey; we are but Te- F) 
nantsat will, and not Free-hold- 
ers: Will we, nill we, we muſt F 
depart, For here we bave no con- 
Heb.13,tinuing City , but we ſeek one t0 
14. come. 
Baruch, The holy Prophet Baruch ask- 
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Princes of the Heathen become, and 
ſuch as ruled the Beafls upon the 
Earth, that hoarded up filver aud 
gold, and made no end of their get- 
ting? Do they retain and keep their 
Kingdoms and their .glory ſtill ? 
Not ſo ; For thus ſaith the Pro- 
phet, anſwering his own queſtion, 
hey are vaniſhed , and gone down 
0 the grave, and others are come 
pin their fleads, They are vaniſh- 
d, ſaith the Propherz For they 
rere but ſojourners, and no Citt- 
ens s they are gone, and others 
re come up iu their Reads: their 
ouſes are let out to others, and 
hey are caſt out themſelves, and 
"ne down to the grave, But if 
he queſtion be asked again, Where 
re the Princes of Heaven , whoſe 
welling is above the ſeventh 
phere, where are they ? It may 
anſwered likewiſe , that Thez 
re alſo vaniſhed, and others are 
me in their fleads ; but they 
e tranſlated to the Kingdom of 
eaven, there to abide tor ever, 
ithout all fear of being diſpoſ- 
ſed. 
Les 
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Let us crown our ſelves with 
R:6ſe-buds , ſing thoſe men of moſt 
looſe and deplorable lives. Why 
with Roſe-buds ? Becauſe the 
beauty and ſmell of them is gone 
in one day,and they are withered: 
and ſuch fading crowns do beſt 
become thoſe which ſhall ſhortly 
periſh. But as for the Bleſſed, it 
15 not ſo with them, but they are 
crowned with jewels and preci- 
ous ſtones, whoſe beauty neverſ 
fadeth. The woman mentioned in 
the Revelation had wpon her heal 
a crown, not of Roſe-buds of the 
garden, not of jewels of the ſe; 
but of the Starres of Heaven. As 
then the heavenly orbs are incor- 
ruptible, ſo likewiſe they that in 
habit them are incorruptible,Þo! 
theyare not ſubje& to any chang: Þit 
they are immortal, The RighteouWa! 
live for evermore, All worldly's 
things are tranſitory, but heavenFg 
ly things are everlaſting. Herqſe | 
are we wearied with labour, bu 
there ſhall we be refreſhed withÞal 
Eternal reſt, Why do we ſee\ÞÞole 
for reſt before our labour 1s —_ 
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| VWeare yet upon the Stage 3; There- 
; | fore we muſt a&tour parts: We 
; | have to deal with potent enemies 3 
e | Therefore we muſt be alwayes 
e prepared to fight: We are ſtill in 
+Your race; Therefore we muſt 
& (© bo/d ont to the laſt, Let us then 
ly ſo ait our parts, that the . Angels 
it {may rejoyce to be Speftatours : 
relet us fo fight, that we may winne 
ei lthe Crown 3 let us ſo ruv, that we 
er nay obtarn, 

inf} Well ſaith Saint Gregory, If we 
iFrell conſider with our (elves what 
nd how great things are promi- 
ed unto us in heaven, all things 
$1 earth will ſeem vile unto us : 
For what tongue can ſufficiently 
xpreſs, or what heart conceive, 
ow great the joyes be in that 
ity which is above ? Where we 
tall bear a part in the Heavenly 
wire with Angels evermore laud- 
gs and praiſing God ; where 
Fe (hall be in Gods preſence, and 
him face to face; where we 
all behold light incomprehen- 
Gble ; where we ſhall be in no fear 
| death 3 where we ſhall have 
Wi the 
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it ſhould ſo work upon us all, that 
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the priviledge of heavenly Saints 
and Citizens, to be for ever incor- 
ruptible» Methinks' I find my 
mind inflamed and ſet on fire, 
whileſt I am ſpeaking of thek 
joyes, and methinks it ſhould ſet 
on fireall that hear it. Methinks 


even now we ſhould moſt earneſtly 
and ardently deſire to be there, 
where we hope to be forever here- 
after. But thus muck we muſ 
know, That there is no coming 
there without much labour. It 1; { 
not, but Pax! the Preacher that { 
ſaith it, Aman is n9t crowned, ex« 
cept he firive lawfully. Let then F 
the greatneſs of the reward encou- 
rage us and prick us forward ; and 
let not the labour and pains, the 
ſhort labour, and the little pair, thi 
hinder us or keep us back. Ve: 
muſt go on, and we muſt go on dre 
with perſeverance; we mult not 
ſo much conſider the roughnels By 
of the way, as the bleſſed Eternit 
which is the end thereof. And thi 
the ſame holy Father declares mol h 
excellently, ſaying, This isaſpeY'*& 
(of 


— 
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cial badg and cognizance of the 
elect,that they know how tocarry 
themſelves in the way of this pre- 
ſent life in ſuch manner, that b 

the certainty of hope they ure aſ(- 
{ured,that they have attained unto 
a great pitch , inaſmuch as they 
ſee all tranſitory things far be- 
neath them, and for the love of 
Eternity trample all ſublunary 
things under their feet. And this 
ls it which the Lord ſpeaketh by 
the mouth of his holy Prophet, 
ſaying unto every ſoul that fol- 
loweth him, 7 will lift thee up 
above the high places of the Earth, 
For as for loſſes, reproaches, po- 


{| verty,difgrace,and ſuch like, theſe 


are, as I may fo call them, the 
lower places of the earth, which 
the lovers of this world, as they 
walk through the plain of the 
broad way, do not love to come 
near, but keep offas far as is poſſible, 


-YBut as for gain and profit , the 


awning and flattering of infe- 


'Friours, abundance of riches, ho- 


nours, and places of dignity, 
theſe are the high places of the 
earth, 
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earth,which whoſoever is worldly 
minded, and hath ſetled his at- 
fe&ions on things here below, he, 
I ſay, eſteemeth highly 3; becauſe 
to him they ſeem great :; But who- 
ſoever is heavenly*=minded , and 
hath ſetled his affe&ions on things 
above, he, I ſay, eſteemeth them 
notz becauſe to him they ſeem 
what they are, that 1s, vile and 
baſe. For as itis with a man go- 
ng up an high mountain, Kill rhe 
higher he goes, the lower he ſees 
the earth beneath himz So it is 
with him whole converſation is in 
Heaven 3 the higher he mounts 
from the earth with the wings of 
pious cogitations, the farther he 
flies from the earth with the wings 
of his affe&tions. He knows that all 
the glory of this world is nothing, 
and therefore his thoughts and a:- 
fections are altogether upon ano- 
ther world. This is the man that 
is lifted up abovs the high places of the 
earth. 

You have heard what St. Gregory 
faith ; It will not be amiſs in the 
next place to hear likewiſe what 
Saint! 
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Saint Angufine ſaith. What is that? 

It is aleſſlon worth our learning, 

That which we muſt loſe, ſaith he, 4#g«uF, 
one time or other upon neceſſity, 

it is wiſdom to diſtribute abroad in 

time, that we may purchaſe there- 

by the reward of Eternity. Moſes Dent, 
lived long indeed, he lived 1n 34: 5. 
health ; but at length hc died. AMe- Gen. 5, 
thuſelah lived Jonger than he 3 but 27. 

it follows, And he died. This is, or 

ſhall be every mans Fpitaph, Ee 
mortumws it, And he died Fer we 

muft needs die, and are a> 21316” fpilt 2 Sam, 
por the ground. But tne foul is14. 14, 
immortal, it is Et-rng!, 1 ſhall ive 

for ever, either in Fterna! glory, 

or elſe in Erernal torments, Here 

our lot is caſt, in which Eternity 

we ſhall have part, and there is no 
revoking it. Oh bleſſed Eteruity, 

oh Eterual bleſſedne6 ! How 
comes it to pa(s that ſeldom or ne- 

ver we think upon thee; or it we 

do at any time, wedo it but upon 

the by ? How comes it to pals, 

that we do not labour more for 

thee, that we do not ſeek for thee, 

that we are not folicitous for thee. 
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O Lord God, open thou our eyes, 
that we may ſee and Know what 
Etcynity is, both that of glory,ard 
that other of torment, and how 
infinite both z how bleſſed the 
oe, and how miſerable t he other, 
Thou haſt created us unto thee, 
thon haſt created-us unto Eternity : 
For thou art Eternity. Thou wouldſ 
have us be partakers of thy Eter- 
nity; Lord, let it be according to 
thy will. T hou haſt ſaiditz Lord, 
Iet it be according to thy word. 
Thou haſt promiſed 5 Lord, make 
gOO0wU thy promiſe z Make us$S Par- 
1: kers of thy Eterzity, Grant that 
we may ſpend the ſhort moment of 
timegrar:ted to us here.1n this life; 
grant, we beleech thee, that we 
mzy ſpend it an fuch a religious 
and cody manner, as men that la- 
bour tor Eternity, contend for E- 
tern'ty, (ufler for Eternity, To this 
end caule thy Miniſters often to 
coll 17290 1» to think flill upon 
Etcr:;:ity s make us call one upon 
6nvtner in every place tc think 
wpon Eternity, thatſo by thy mer- 
cy we may reign with thee,O Eter- 
uit), 
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wiz, and 2s many as it is poſſible 
may be kept from peri 1.ing ever- 
liſtingly Hear th; ve Chriittins 
all, hcar it ye Pagans, heir it ye 
Kiugs and Princes, hear it ye Ger- 
ms, heirit ye French, hear it.ye 
Engliſh, yea, ict all rh; World hear 
If. There can be no ſufficient ſecurt Y, 
Where tbere 15 danger of. lofiny Etcy- 
nity, 

O long, Ol profound, Oh bot- 
tomle(s, Oh Eternal Eternity! Bleſ Pſal. 
ſed are they, O Lord, that dwell in thy $4. 4o 
houſe : they ſhall be ill praiſing thee. 

They ſhall praiſe thee throughout 
infinite myriads of ages. 

Moſes being near unto his death, » 
commending unto God in his pray - 
ers his people Iſrael: and bleſ- 
ſing 1hem, thus took his leave of 
the tribe of _-ſber, and (aid, Let rypye; 
Aſher be blefſ:d with Children 3 let 33, 24, 
him be acceptable to bis brethren, aud 
let him dip his foot in oyl. Thy ſhoves 29g, 
ſhall be iron and leaks and as thy 

days, ſo ſhall thy rength be. There is 
none like unto the God of Jeſurun, 16; 
who rideth upon the heaven in thy 
help, and in his excellency on the zkie. 


Q 2 The 
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The Eternal-God © thy refuge, and 
underneath are the everlaiting arms. 
ThiszGod ſtretcheth forth the arms 
ot nis power throughout heaven 
inhnitely : and by his arms all the 
world,all time,and all things in the 
world are dire&e.], guided and go- 
verned. So God from the begin. 
ning, yea, from the Eternity of his 
prede{iination, hath carried in his 
breaſt all the godly, and doth pro- 
te& rhem daily and hourly, and as 
It were embraceth them with his 
arms. Aſcend therefore,O my ſoul, 
and have no more to do with 
earth and clay. Stretch forth thy 
ſelf, and aſcend up unto him that 
rideth upon the heavens;aſcend up 
unto thy God, whoſe dwe. ling 1s 
in the higheſt mountains, thoſe 
mountains of Eteruity : There (halt 
thou ſit in ſafety, and behold the 
earth beneath : and fo ſhalt thou 
plainly perceive how little and of 
none elteem all things are here be- 
low, which now either ſolicite 
thee with love, or terrifie thee 
with fear 3 thou ſhalt plainly per- 


ceive what a ſmall thing it is,what- 
ſoever 
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loever is contained within th: 
Ceutre of the world , that lictle 
globe or point of earth; tou ſhalt 
plainly perceive how that all things 
created are vain,weak. ſhort vile, yea 
vanity it ſelf, yea rather meer no- 
thing in reſpect of God and of £E- 
ternity. Therefore {eek thou after 
the only true and ſovereign good, 
and regard not other things, Trukt 
in God, relie on him, open thy 
heart wide to entertain him; tread 
under the teet of thy affe&ron5 
whatſoever is under the Sun and 
Moon, whatſoever allureth thee 
with (miles, or terrifieth thee wit n 
frowns| think upon Eteanity, and 
always keep ig mind that excel- 
lent ſaying of St. Hierome, No la- 
bour muſt teem hard, no time muſt 
ſcem long, all the while we are 
ſeeking after Eternal glory. 

It 15 reported by Szint Hierom?y 
that there was upz2N a time a cer= 
tain Cam:l hzunted by an evil ſp1- 
rit, which being brought betore 
Hillarion, a devout and godly man ; 
began to rage in fuch a ſtrange and 
terrible manner,as if it would pre» 
"ST {ently 
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ſently have devoured him: But the 
"Holy man nothing afraid , ſpake 
thus unto the evil ſpirit, Do not 
think to fright me,thou evil ſpirit, 
although that thou haſt got a Ca- 
mel on thy back z it is all one to 
me whether thou comeſt in a Ca- 
melsskin,or in a Foxes skin : And 
preſently the fierce Camel fell 
down before him, and became ve- 


ry tame and gentle, to the great 
laughter of all thoſe that ſtood by. 


Such are all flatteries, fawnings, -| 


allurements, and tentations of this 
world 3 ſuch are all fears, frowns, 
frights,and terrors. What doſt thou 
_ for ? What doſt thou fear ? 
What doſt thou love ? He that ri- 
deth upon the Heavens is thy hel- 
per 3 he ſhall embrace thee with 
his everlaſting arms. With thoſe 
arms of his he is able to fetter all 
thine enemies, whether they fawn 
or frown upon thee 3 he is able at 
a beck to ſqueeze them in pieces 
like ſo many flies, and break them 
in pieces like a potters veſſel. Doth 
the pleaſure then of Iuſft,or glutto- 
Ny,or intemperance ſolicite thee ? 
That 
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That is nothing : Be not moved at 
it,paſs it by, regard it not ; think 
rather upon the pleaſures which 
are Eteryal. Art thou terrified with 
threats, oppreſſed with ſorrows, 
paſſed by with contempt, afli&ed 
with ſickneſs;tired out with povers 
ty? All theſe are a matter of no- 
thing. The more violent theſe are, 
the ſhorter while rhey will laſt : 
Deſpiſe them, lift up thine eyes 
unto the Hills, from whence come- 
eth my help, look up to Heaven, 


think upon Eternity , There ſhall no Prov,2; 


evil happen unto the ju#t. 


Ss frattus illabatur orbs , 
Impavidum ferient r uine. 


The ju man ſhall not be afraid. 
Though Heaven fall upex bis bead. 


Therefore the juſt man 1s never- 
ſorrowful: no tribulation doth 
ever aſſault him.* But are not rhe 
tribulations of the juſt many? Yea, 
but yet they make nothing of 
them. That only they count evil, 
which is Eternal, which ſeparateth 


Q 4 a man 
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a man from God, as ſin doth, and 
Eternal death which is the- wages 
of ſin. The Preacher of the Gen- 
tiles bids us Look not at the things 
which are not ſeex, but at the thing: 
which are not fn Why ſo ? For, 
ſaith he, The things which are ſeen are 
temporal, but the things which are not 
ſeen are Eternal. The things which 
are not ſeen, the things which are 
Eterual, thoſe are the things which 
are great indeed, whether they be 

good, or whether they be evil. 
But whileſt we look only at the 
things which are ſeen, and ſeldom 
or never at the things which are 
not ſeen, what do we make of our 
ſelves but great and fooliſh boyes ? 
great,. but yet fooliſh ; at the beſt 
but boys. It the ice fall out of our 
hands, we preſently falta crying, 
and yet that is fuch a thing that 
we cannot hold long : We arc 
ſrighted at ſhadows, and dream of 
great matters ; We ſpend our ſel ve; 
on ſuch things as not onely ſhall 
ſhortly paſs away for certain, but 
are already paſſing away : For it is 
not laid, The figure, 0i the faſhion of 
the: 
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this world ſhall paſs away, in the Fu- 
tre : But, The faſhion of this world 
paſſeth away, in the Preſent. It is 
palling away already. As all the 
goods which we enjoy here are but 
tranſitory, fo all the evils which 
we ſuffer here are but tranſitory x 
that cannot continue long. Thoſe 
things which are not ſeen, and 
thoſe onl y have a permanent e 
they know no end, they have no: 
term, they are not ſubze& to any 
change,they are firm, they are im- 
moveable, they are Eternal. I re- 
_ It again, what I ſaid, a little 

efore, for it deſerves to be repea» 
ted a thouſand and a thouſand 
times3 No labour muſt ſeem hard, 
no time muſt ſeem long, all the 
while we are ſceking after Eternal 
glory. 

Symphorianw,a Chriſtian young 
man after that he was almoſt fcour- 
ged to death, as he was dragged to 
execution at Auguftedunum, met 
his mother upon the way; But 
how ? Not tearing the hair from 
her head, or rending her clothes, 
or laying open her breaſts, or ma- 
king 
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king grievous lamentations, as the 
manner of tooliſh women is to do: 
But carrying her ſel: like an Hero- 
ical and Chriſtian Lady. For ſhe 
cried out, and called unto ker ſon, 
and ſaid, Son, my ſon, 1 ſay, remem- 
ber life Eternal, lo»% up to Heaven, 
lift up thime eyes to h:m that reigneth 
there, Life is not taken from thee, but 
is exchanged for ahetter, At which 
words of his mother, the young 
man was ſo exceedingly animated, 
that he went willingly to executi- 
tion, and chearfully like a tout 
champion laid down his head upon | 
the block, and expoſed his throat /F 
ro the fatal ax. ; 
Hear this, O Chriſtians all, oad 

remember yourſelves. This is the , 
caſe of every man living; We are 
on our way to death; we go not 
ſo faſt, it may be, as Symphorianu 
did ;- but yet we are all going, and 
we have not far to go. The noble 
armies of Martyrs which are gone 
before-us, they call unto us from 
Heaven, and ſay as the Chriſtian 
and couragious mother faid unto 
her ſon, as he was going to execu- 
t10N, 
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tion, Remember life Eternal, look up 
to Heaven, and lift up your eyes to bim 
that reigneth there, Carry thy felt 
theretore like a Sympherian,whoſo- 
ever proteſleſt thy (elf to bc a Chri- 
ſtian. Do not hang back, be not 
loth to go, withdraw not thy neck 
from the yoke, nor thy. ſhoulders 
from the Croſs; be not afraid to 
ſuffer for Chriſt, be not afraid to 
die for Chriſt, be not afraid to eat 
fire,or to devour the ſword for the 
name of Chriſt. Here ſhew thy (elf 
a man,take good courage, pull up a 
good heart. And when thou art at 
any time tempted, when thou art 
grieved, when thou art made (or- 
rowful, when thou art vexed, when 
thou art deſpiſed, when thou arr 
made a laughing ſtock,when thou 
art diſgraced, when thou art ſpoiled 
of thy goods, when it is with thee 
as it was with Fob upon the dung- 
hill,or, if it can be worſe,then call 
to mind Symphorian,and a thouſand 
more ſtout Chriſtians ſuch. as he 
was, and learn of them Chriſtian 
courage and magnanimity, and 
boldly and freely break forth _ 


onfideration, &c- 
theſe words, and repeat them of- 
ten : Whatſoever I ſuffer here, is 
but a Modicum,it is but ſhort. Fare- 
wel then all the world, and all the 
things that are therein: And wel- 


come to me, thou art welcome 
ETERNITY. 


. 
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Of Eternity there is 
no 
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